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UNITED STATES 
19,S91 

PATENT OFFICE. 

JAMES S. SMITH, OF MIDDLETOWN, CONNECTICUT. 

IMPROVEMENT IN OFFICE-TIME INDICATORS. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 119,891, dated October 10, 1871. 

To all chon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JAMES S. SMITH, of Mid 

dletown, Middlesex county, Connecticut, have in 
vented certain new and useful improvements in 
Hour-Registers, of which the following is a spec 
ificatiola: 
The legister is intended, like other's of its class, 

to be used on the doo's of offices and ill analo 
gous positions, to indicate, When the Occupallt is 
out, at What hour he may be expected back. It 
diffel's firom any knowl to me in its adaptation 
to indicate the time of return of tore thall one 
Occupalat, and is very simple and cheap. it is 
little liable to get out of older, bilt in the event 
of loss of any part it can be very easily replaced. 
The following is a description of what coln 

sider the best meals of carrying out the inven 
tion. The accompanying- drawing forms a part 
of this specification. 

Figure 1 is a face or front view of the complete 
register in use. It shows that one occupant of 
the room is in, and that two more who are out 
will return at the same hour, six (6.) Fig. 2 is 
half of a corresponding back view. Fig. 3 is a 
vertical section in the planne of one of the but 
tons, and Fig. 4 is a section through one of the 
buttons and the spring which is attachedl and 
forms part of the same. 

Similar letters of reference indicate like parts 
in all the figures. 
M is a plate of cast-iron, hard rubber, papier 

mache, sheet metal, or other suitable material 
adapted to receive upon itself or upon a piece of 
paper or analogous matelial attached, the names 
of three parties who are occupants of a room. 
The names are marked, as represented, under 
the letters A, B, and C, which are represented 
by corresponding letters marked upon the sep 
arate indexes, to be described below. A long 
straight slot, m, in the body M, is adapted to re 
ceive the shanks of the buttons ABC. The front 
of each button is larger than the slot; the shank 
is a little smaller, and the back is liveted on a 
thin spring of tempered steel or analogous ma 
terial, indicated by S. The springs are suffi 
ciently narrow to allow the button With its at 
tached spring to be withdrawn from the slot on 
in the proper position, so that the spring coin 
cides with the slot. Under ordinary conditions, 
when in use, the button is turned so that the 
spring stands transversely to the slot. Each 

spring is curved, as represented, to allow it to be 
introduced and turned round to engage with the 
body M with facility. Each button has, on the 
front, an all'in, a. Each button is capable of 
turning so as to present its arm (t, in various 
oblique positions, or it may stand pointing di 
rectly upward or directly downward. Each but 
toll may be clhalnged in position eud wise in the 
slot, either by sliding it along forcibly without 
turning, or by turning it so as to liberate it and 
then moving it to the new position alnd reintro 
ducing ol' engaging it. Either button may be 
shifted past one or both of the others by thus 
removing and reinserting it. A line of numbers, 
1, 2, 3, &c., up to 7, is arranged a little distance 
above and parallel to the slot m, and a corre 
sponding line from S to 12 is fixed a little dis 
tance below and parallel to said slot. 
The button A, standing for one of the occu 

pants of the room, is adjusted by that occupant 
on his leaving the room, to indicate the lhour of 
his return. It is fixed with the arm at extending 
upward or downward, according to which figure 
it is designed to indicate. In case two or more 
of the occupants of the room intend returning at 
the same hour, the buttons are placed as close 
together as may be, and inclined so that the ex 
tremities of the arms (t. Will converge at or near 
the desired hour. I can, by making the plate 
longer, arrange the figures all in one line; and I 
can, in such case, employ two of the slots m, one 
above and one below the line of figures. In such 
case there may be a corresponding increase in 
the number of the movable parts AB, &c., which 
I have termed buttons. The ordinary provisions 
for indicating by Words the meaning of the indi 
cations, and for indicating that either or all of 
the parties are “in,” or that they are “out” for 
an indefinite period, are contained upon the reg 
ister, as will be noticed. 

I claim 
In an office-time indicator, the movable and 

turnable buttons A B C, &c., adapted to be con 
nected and disconnected and changed to vari 
ous positions in the slot m, as and for the pur 
poses specified. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my 

name in presence of two subscribing Witnesses. 
Witnesses: JAMES S. SMITH. 

C. C. LIVINGs, 
ARNOLD HOERMANN. (36) 

  


