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Patented June 10, 1952 2,600,050 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 

E. Dooley, Bayönne, N. J., assignors, by mêsne: 
assignments, to Philip L. Du Boff, Scarsdale, 

Application March 31, 1949, Seria No. 84,656 
3 Claims. (CI. 312-262) 

This invention relates to new and useful in 
provements in cabinets, and more particularly to. 
cabinets of the collapsible type, the primary 
object of the invention being to provide a collaps 
ible cabinet which is provided with means for 
quickly and readily locking the same in set-up 
position to prevent lateral SWay, or movement, 
Such rileans also affording a utilitarian purpose. 
A further object of the invention resides in the 

provision of structure at the corners of a collapsi 
ble cabinet to make the same substantially dust proof. 
A still further object. cesides in providing. 

removable shelves adapted to be fitted in place 
in such manner as to lock the cabinet in upright 
position and prevent lateral sway or movement of 
the same. 
A further object resides in providing a cabinet 

which is capable of being knocked-down and 
stored or shipped in a reasonably. Small space and 
One which may be quickly, and readily assembled 
when desired for use. 
A still further object of the invention resides 

in providing a collapsible cabinet with walls 
hinged together and having the edges at the 
hinged portions so constructed as to be inter 
fitting in formation and providing substantially. 
a dust proof connection. 

Still another object resides in so, forming cer 
tain. Walls of the collapsible cabinet as to provide 
for a frictional connection with portions of 
shelves to create an interlocking. connection, sus 
taining the cabinet in set-up position locked 
against lateral Sway or movement. 
A further object of the invention resides in 

providing a device which is simple and durable 
is construction, inexpensive to manufacture and 
? which will be very efficient and tiseful in opera. 
atiQ. 
With these and numerous other objects in view, 

the invention consists in the novel features of 
Construction, combination and arrangement of 
parts, as will be hereinafter referred to and more. 
particularly pointed out in the specification and 
claims. - 

In the accompanying drawings, forming a part 
of this application, • 

Figure i is a front elevation of a cabinet. con 
Structed in accordance with our invention, with 
parts broken away and parts in section, the cabi 
het being in upright position and the door 
Qpened; . . . 

Figure. 2 is a central vertical section there 
through, taken substantially on the line 2-2 of 
Figure: 5, showing the horizontal position of the 
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shelves and the relation thereof to the Walls of 
the cabinet; - 

Figure.3 is a vertical transverse Section, as, Seen. 
on the line. 3-3 df Figure 5: . . . . . 

Figure.4 is a view similar to Figure 1, with parts 
broken away and parts in section, better illus 
trating the position of the shelves, and their rela: 
tion to portions of the cabinet.in assembled posi-. 
tion; - - - - . . 

Figure 5, is a horizontal Section; as 
lite. 5-5 of Figure, 3; . ??? ?? - 

Figure 6 is a similar view, as seen on the line 
6.--5, of Eigure 3; - 

Figure. 7 is a horizontal section, taken through 
the cabinet in collapsed position. . . . . 

Figure.8.is a view similar to Figure, showing 
portions of the cabinet, set up to form dust proo 
corners; - - --- ????,, 

Figure.9 is a vertical sectional view similar to: 
Figure 3 with the door being omitted and certain 
partitions or shelves supported in place, with the 
uppermost shelf or partition about to be moved 
downwardly in effective locking...position; 
Figure 10-is a fragmental sectional view show 

ing relation of parts of a shelf to portions of the 
collapsible. Walls; · · · 

Figure 11 is a fragmental perspective view, with 
parts shown în section, of one of the Walls of the 
cabinet, showing particularly, the notch formed 
thereini; m 

Figure t2 is a fragmental persp?ctive view: Qif 
the door of the cabinet-removed, with partS-shown 
in section; ?-- - 3: 

Figure 13 is a perspective view of one of the 
shelves removed; |- 

Figure. 14 is a sectional view, in fragment of at 
slightly modified form of wallt structure to, pro 
vide a modified form of dust. proof corner; " | 

Figure 15 is a similar view showing the walls, in 
interlocked position providing the fnodified form. 
of dust proof corner; and 

Figure. E6 is a fragmentary perspective view, 
with parts in section of one of the walls of this 
modification shown in Figures 14. and 15. 
In describing the invention, we shall refer to: 

the drawings in which similar reference charac-. 
ters designate corresponding parts throughout 
the several views and in which the humeral 
designates: the rear wall of a cabinet, preferably 
måde of metål, although it will be understood 
that the same may be made of any desired na-. 
terial, said rear wall having theside edges thereof 
bentangularly to form the side flanges 2: There 
are also provided the side walls 3 and 4 and as 

seen on the 

55, this is a collapsible or knock-down cabinet, the   



3. 
latter Walls are hinged to the rear wall through 
the medium of hinges 5. Portions of the hinges 
are Secured to the inner faces of the side flanges 
2 of the rear Wall. While other portions of the 
hinges are Secured to the inner faces of the Side 
walls at points slightly distant from the rear 
edges of the latter, as best illustrated in Figures 
7 and 8 of the drawings. The rear edges of the 
side Walls 3 and 4 are bent angularly and in 
Wardly, as shown at 6 to provide end flanges 
thereon, these latter flanges fitting Snugly against 
the rear face of the Wall When the side Walls 
are extended to their outWard positions, as clearly 
shown in Figure 8. Thus, the hinges are hidden 
from view, under normal conditions, and the 
corners of the walls , 3 and 4 are adapted to be 
interlocked to provide Substantially dust proof 
connections. The front edges of the Side Walls 
3 and 4 are bent inwardly to form the fiat abut 
ment fanges T, thence rearWardly, as ShoWin at 
8, and then toward the side walls, as shown at 9. 
The termination of the metal forming the face 9 
is just short of the inner face of the walls 3 and 
4, as best seen in Figures 7 and 8, and for a pur 
pose to be hereinafter and more particularly Set 
forth. It will be seen, however, that the forma 
tion of the front edges of the side Walls 3 and 4 
in the manner Set forth provides Smooth, Strong 
and rigid front edges for the walls. 
The faces 8 and 9 of the front portions of these : 

walls 3 and 4 are cut away or notched at various 
intervals throughout the length of the Walls, as 
shown at O. These notches or Cut away portions 
O afford means for the introduction of shelves 

which are also used to lock the Walls in assembled 
or upright position, as hereinafter Set forth. 
The shelves are designated by the numeral 

and each shelf has its front edge provided With 
an upstanding flange 2, While the Side edges are 
formed with depending flanges í3. The fianges 
2 and 3 extend, respectively, the full width and 
depth of each shelf. The rear edge of each shelf 
is provided with a depending flange 4, the ends 
of which terminate short of the side edges of the 
shelf, as clearly shown in dotted lines in Figure 
13 of the drawings. As many shelves may be pro 
vided as are desired, according to the height of 
the cabinet and while in the drawings We have 
shown three such shelves, and further while We 
have shown a rather elongated cabinet, it is to 
be understood that the height, size, and shape of 
the cabinet may be varied as desired, so that the 
number of shelves may be varied as found neces 
sary and/or desirable. 
As heretofore indicated, the shelves are also 

constructed to perform the function of locking 
the walls in upright position. In carrying out 
this objective, there are provided on the inner 
face of the rear wall í a number of Spaced strips 
or the like 5 to provide means for connection 
therewith of the depending flange i ?t on the rear 
edge of each shelf. Interlocking of the flange 
4 of the shelf with the strip f S is clearly shown 

in Figures 3 and 9 of the drawings. When it is 
desired to Set up the cabinet, from a collapsed 
position, as shown in Figure 7, the Walls are out 
Spread, aS shown in Figure 8, and the shelves are 
introduced through the notches to into a position 
as shown by the upper shelf in Figure 9. Then 
the shelf is forced frictionally against the walls 
and downWardly until the depending flange 4 
locks into the strip 5. In accomplishing this, 
the flange 2 frictionally locks into the notch 0 
and the depending side flanges 3 lock frictionally 
in the restricted spaces between the ends of the 
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faces 9 and the inner faces of the walls 3 and 4, 
as best shown in dotted lines in Figures 5, 6 and 
10 of the drawings. This frictional interlocking 
fit between the side flanges f3 and the restricted 
spaces between the walls 3 and 4 and the ends of 
the faces 9 not only locks the Walls in upright 
position but prevents lateral SWay or movement 
When the device is SO Set up. 
There is also provided a door 6 which is 

hingedly mounted on pintles T Supported on the 
face 7 of the wall 4. This door may be of any 
desired construction but is preferably constructed 
with bent edges to form beads as shown in Figure 
2 of the drawings. 
The cabinet is provided with a top wall 8 and 

a base 9. We have shown this top and base of 
Simple construction and it may be Waried as de 
sired. 

In Figures 14 to 16, inclusive, we have shown a 
slightly modified form of structure insofar as 
the dust proof corner structure is concerned. 
in this modification, the rear Wall 20 is provided 
adjacent its side edges with notches or indenta 
tions 2 f. The side wall 22 which is hinged to the 
side flange 23 of the rear Wall, has the rear edge 
thereof angularly bent as shown at 24 and this 
bent edge or flange has formed thereon the arcu 
ate tongues or fingers 25 which are adapted to 
fit Snugly in the notches or indentations 2 when 
the side Wall is brought to an upright position 
With respect to the rear Wall, as best shown in 
Figure 15 of the drawings. This modification 
merely provides for a spring locking connection 
at the corners When the device is set up to im 
prove the dust proof quality of the corner con 
Struction. 
From the foregoing description of the con 

struction of our improved collapsible cabinet, the 
method of assembly and application thereof to 
use will be readily understood and it will be seen 
that we have provided a comparatively simple, 
inexpensive and efficient means for carrying out 
the various purposes and objects of the invention. 
While we have described the elements best 

adapted to perform the various functions set 
forth, it is apparent that various changes inform, 
proportion and in the minor details of construc 
tion may be resorted to without sacrificing any 
of the principles of the invention. 

Having thus described the invention, what is 
claimed is: 

i. A collapsible cabinet comprising a rear wall 
having forwardly extending flanges along its side 
edges, side Walls hinged on their inner faces to 
front edges of Said flanges and having rear por 
tions extending across outer faces of said fianges 
and provided along their rear edges with flanges 
overlapping Side edge portions of the outer face 
of the rear wall and forming a dust-proof joint, 
and a door hinged to the front edge of one side 
Wall. 

2. A collapsible cabinet comprising a rear wall 
having forwardly extending flanges along its side 
edges, side walls hinged on their inner faces to 
front edges of Said flanges, front edge portions of 
the side walls being bent to form inwardly ex 
tending abutments and then rearwardly to form 
flanges having rear portions bent to form lips 
extending towards and terminating in slight 
Spaced relation to inner surfaces of the side walls, 
the lips and the flanges of said abutments being 
cut to form recesses leading from edges of the 
lips, a strip mounted across the inner face of the 
rear Wall between its flanges and having its 
upper edge flush with the plane of lower edges of 
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the recesses, and a shelf in said cabinet having 
a depending flange across its rear edge fitting be 
tween said strip and the rear wall and a flange 
projecting upwardly along its front edge, the 
shelf having forward corner portions fitting into 
Said recesses and end portions of its front flange 
fitting snugly between upper and lower edges of 
the recesses, and flanges extending downwardly 
along Side edges of the shelf against inner faces 
of the side walls with front end portions fitting 
tightly between inner surfaces of the side walls 
and edges of the lips. 

3. A collapsible cabinet comprising a rear Wall 
having forwardly extending flanges along its side 
edges, side walls hinged on their inner faces to 
front edges of said flanges and having rear por 
tions extending across outer faces of said flanges 
and provided along their rear edges with flanges 
Overlapping side edge portions of the outer face 
of the rear wall, the rear wall having recesses in 
opposite side edge portions of its outer surface, 
tongues extending laterally from edges of the 
flanges of the side walls and curved longitudi 
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6 
nally and constituting spring members fitting 
into said recesses and serving to hold the side 
walls at right angles to the rear Wall, a shelf in 
said cabinet detachably engaged with the rear 
Wall, and flanges extending along opposite side 
edges of the shelf and against which inner Sur 
faces of the side Walls bear. 

PHILIP L. DU 8OFF. 
THOMASH, DOOLEY. 
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