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This invention relates to vacuum cleaners of
the domestic type and more particularly to the
housing thereof.

In the present forms of vacuum cleaners used
for residences and relatively small installations,
the housing is made as light and compact as pos-
sible with the implements used in connection
therewith packed separately when not attached.
While this feature has some apparent advantages
when superficially considered, it also has the dis-
advantage of making it easy to lose the parts
when not attached and subjects them to ineci-
dental damage, and at the same time requires
more space to store same. It is also inconvenient
when assembling the unit for work as the parts
have to be individually unpacked and brought to
the machine for attachment, while those parts
unused for a particular duty are left strewn
about the room or floor, in a very objectionable
manner,

It is an object of the present invention to pro-
vide a new and improved vacuum cleanéer.that
will avoid one or more of the disadvantages and
limitations of the prior art. B .

Another object of the present invention is to
provide a new and improved vacuum clesner that
will have its housing arranged to receive and
store the various detachable parts thereof when
not in use in a compact and convenient manner.

A further object of this invention is to provide
2 new and improved vacuum cleaner that will

have its housing designed to facilitate the prac-’

tical operation of the device and at the same time
improve its general appearance. S

For a better understanding of the invention
and for objects thereof reference is made to the
appended drawings and following description,
outlining a particular form by way of example,
while the scope of the invention is particularly
pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings: ]

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a vacuum clean-
er embodying this invention, and }

Figure 2 is an end view of Figure 1 with one
of the compartment doors open and with parts
shown in dotted outline.

Similar reference characters refer to similar
parts throughout the drawings.

In the structure shown in the drawings, a par-

ticular form of domestic type of vacuum cleaner 5

is indicated, the general mechanical features for
performing its cleaning funections being of con-
ventional form and not a part of this invention.
The details of such mechanisms which are in-

ternally within the inner compartments of the »

2 Claims. (CI 15—323)
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‘hou'sing‘,‘ are therefore not included in this de-

- seription, because they are well known to those
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skilled in the art. These mechanisms are dis-
tinet from the various tools used at or near the
spout of the wand for cleaning purposes. The
housing 11 of the cleaner is built around the
mechanism so as to provide suitable space for
its operation in an effective manner and for gen-
eral purposes the housing may be assumed to be
co-extensive therewith., An electric attachment
cord 12 with plug {8 and switch 31 are coupled
to the motor within the housing for operating
same from 4. source of electrical energy. The
housing in this invention is preferably rounded
exteriorly along its longitudinal surfaces as in-
dicated, with the front and back end plates {4
and 9, respectively serving to form a closed
housing. "An overlapping arcuate shell 1§ is
formed and positioned on the housing 1 to form
storage compartments 18 for holding various tools
to be used with the unit. Such tools being the
conventional narrow space cleaner, vaporizer,
dusting brush, upholstery cleaner, rug cleaner and
floor and wall brush usually furnished with the
cleaner when purchased,

Doors 17 are hingedly arranged in the shell to
pvermit access to the compartments (8 and be
automatically closed when released. A handle 19
i1s formed across the whole length of the top of
the shell 16 having a peripheral curved contour
above and straight line underneath. An open-
ing 21 is provided in it to allow for the insertion
of the fingers of the user for carrying purposes,
without materially affecting its strength. The
handle 19 aligns longitudinally with hooked ele~
ments 22 which are mounted on the arcuate
shell 16 and are used for holding the attachment
cord 12 in place close to the housing and out of
the way. Supplemental hook elements 23 are
mounted and aligned on the sides of the shell i§
to supplement the elements 22, and also provide
additional means for lifting the cleaner when de-
sired, or they may be used to open the doors {7.
The cord -12 however can be wound on the shell
without engaging in the elements 28 if desired.
The housing is extended downward beyond the
bottom of the conventional base line to form a
pair of hollow cylindrical tubular compartments
24 on each side of the housing Ii. These com-
partments 24 eliminate the customary wire guard
runners used on the sides of older forms of clean-
er housings, The runners were objectionable be-
cause of their tendency to cut rugs and hook on
chair legs or other protruding parts met with in
vacuum cleaning. The compartments 24 extend
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the whole length of the cleaner and form a very
substantial supporting base for the latter. They
are of such size as to receive within them the
sections or lengths of tubing forming the sweep-
ing wand of the cleaner, when they are separated
from each other. One end 25 of each compart-
ment 24 is closed in and permanently rounded
over to prevent the tube units from sliding out
of the end. A plug closure 26 is slipped inio the
opposite ends for closing the compartments and
holding the wand tubing therein. The end
plates 14 and 15 are held rigidly in place in any
suitable conventional manner such as by friction
or the like. Various spring clips or holders 217
are positioned within the compartments {8 for
holding the balance of the tools not used with
the vacuum cleaner at the moment to hold them
in place to prevent their rattling when the clean-
er is moved around.

While the compartments 24 will take the pres-
ent lengths of tubular wands used, it is also an-
ticipated that they will take long wands whieh
are of a telescoping nature.

The housing developed in this invention pro-
vides several features that distinguish it from
other older forms employed for vacuum cleaner
housings, The handle 19 extends across the
whole cleaner and reinforces it as well as enables
the handle opening to be placed where the cen-
ter of gravity lines up and where it will be most
convenient to carry. The cord 12 is easily wound
and unwound as required. When wound up it is
out of way, yet most accessible for the first op-
eration desirable when the equipment is to be
used, that is, for plugging in a service socket.
The tools are accessible for use by reason of their
storage within the unit where they can be con-
veniently reached. They are also out of the way
when not in use, The arrangement is very com-
pact. The user always has the assurance that
the tools and parts are available and are packed
up in the housing. Even the long wands are
appropriately taken care of within the housing
instead of being strewn around in the room.
The housing is stable and reduces the liability of
upsetting the machine in use with consequent
trouble. Since the housing can be readily
stamped out with 2 minimum amount of manual
labor to finish it, it is subject to more economical
manufacture than types using the side support-
ing rails which are displaced by the tubular com-
partments 24 and are considerably more conven-
ient to use, and keep clean. At the same fime,
its appearance from an aesthetic poin{ of view,
is greatly improved, while the additional shell
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portion provides an extra arrangemeént for pro-
tecting the operative parts of the whole unit.

While but one general form of the invention
is shown in the drawings and described in the
specifications, it is not desired to limit this ap-
plication for patent to this particular form, as it
is appreciated that other forms of construction
could be made that would use the same principles
and come within the scope of the appended
claims.

Having thus described the invention, what is
claimed is:

1. In combination, a vacuum cleaner having a
eylindrical casing, a housing encompassing said
vacuum cleaner and having a space above said
cleaner for stowing accessories for said cleaner,
an arcuate handle, extending above and longi-
tudinally of said housing, said handle terminating
in hook portions to retain the coils of the cus-
tomary electric cord wound around said handle,
a pair of tubular runners extending longitudinally
of the housing disposed at the lower end thereof
to guide the housing on the surface to be cleaned,
said runners being adapted to receive for storage
the customary wands for said vacuum cleaner,
and a removable end closure for each of said
runpers.

2, The combination set forth in claim 1, said
housing having a door hinged to said housing on
each side of the longitudinal axis thereof and
allowing access to the stowed accessories.
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