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ARRANGEMENT

(67)  Areturn mechanism is achieved which requires
only a small force for operation. In one aspect of the
present invention, a return mechanism (10) includes: a

first spring (1) that acts between an operating section

(11) and a working section (12); and a second spring (2)
that acts between the operating section (11) and a base
(13). A direction in which the second spring acts when
the operating section (11) is in a first position is not par-
allel to a direction in which the second spring (2) acts

when the operating section (11) is in a second position.
A component which, of a force of the second spring, acts

in a direction of motion of the operating section (11) is
smaller when the operating section (11) is in the second
position than in the first position.
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Description
Technical Field

[0001] The presentinvention relates to a return mech-
anism, an acceleration mechanism, a power generator
including a return mechanism, a transmitter including a
return mechanism, and a switching arrangement includ-
ing a return mechanism.

Background Art

[0002] A return mechanism for an operating section
such as a switch is required to cause the operating sec-
tion to surely return to its position. At the same time, the
return mechanism is required to cause the operating sec-
tion to be operable with a smaller force.

[0003] Patent Literature 1 discloses a locking piece in-
stallation device that applies a force to an operating lever
by using a combined spring mechanism constituted by
two springs. The combined spring mechanism causes
the operating lever to return.

[0004] PatentLiterature 2 discloses an electromagnet-
ic energy transducer including a magnet, a coil, a mov-
able part, and a spring and configured to convert me-
chanical energy of the movable part into electrical ener-
gy. The spring is connected to the movable part. The
spring applies a force to the movable part so as to cause
the movable part to return to a predetermined position.

[0005] For example, in a power generator in which
electrical power is generated by electromagnetic induc-
tion caused by displacement of a working section, the
faster the working section is displaced, the higher power
generation efficiency becomes. In a case where a return
mechanism is used to cause the working section to return
by itself in such a power generator, it is necessary that
the force required for operation be small and that the
working section be displaced at a high speed inresponse
to the operation.

[0006] Further,incases otherthan that of a power gen-
erator, it may be necessary that that the force required
for operation be small and that the working section be
displaced at a high speed in response to the operation.

Citation List
[0007]

Patent Literature 1

Japanese Patent Application Publication, Tokukai-
hei,No.7-61431 A (Publication Date: March 7, 1995)
Patent Literature 2

United States Patent Application Publication No.
2011/0285487 A1 (Publication Date: November 24,
2011)
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Summary of Invention
Technical Problem

[0008] In the configuration of Patent Literature 1, the
positional relationship between the working section,
which exerts action, and the operating section, which a
user operates, is definite. This makes it impossible to
displace the working section at a high speed in response
to operation.

[0009] In the configuration of Patent Literature 2, the
spring, which is for use in return, is directly connected to
the movable part, which exerts action. This requires a
larger force to operate the movable part. This also makes
itimpossible to displace the movable part at a high speed
in response to operation.

[0010] Itis an object of an aspect of the present inven-
tion to achieve a return mechanism that requires only a
small force for operation and that enables a working sec-
tion to be displaced at a high speed in response to op-
eration.

Solution to Problem

[0011] According to the present invention, a return
mechanism for an operating section and a working sec-
tion includes: the operating section; the working section;
a base; a first spring that acts between the operating
section and the working section; and a second spring
that acts between the operating section and the base,
the operating section being moved from a first position
to a second position by an external force and being
moved from the second position to the first position by a
force that is applied from the second spring, the working
section being moved between a third position and a fourth
position in response to a motion of the operating section
between the first position and the second position, the
first spring causing the working section to be moved by
elastic energy stored by at least either an external force
that is applied to the operating section or the force that
is applied from the second spring, the second spring
causing the operating section to be returned to the first
position by elastic energy stored by the external force
that is applied to the operating section, in a case where
the working section is in at least either the third position
or the fourth position, a retention force that causes the
working section to be retained in that position acting on
the working section, a direction in which the force of the
second spring is applied to the operating section when
the operating section is in the first position being not par-
allel to a direction in which the force of the second spring
is applied to the operating section when the operating
section is in the second position, a component which, of
the force ofthe second spring, acts in adirection of motion
of the operating section being smaller when the operating
section is in the second position than in the first position,
assuming that a direction of return of the operating sec-
tion is positive.
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[0012] According to the present invention, an acceler-
ation mechanism for a working section, the acceleration
mechanism comprising: an operating section; the work-
ing section; a base; a first spring that acts between the
operating section and the working section; and a third
spring that acts between the working section and the
base, the operating section being moved from a first po-
sition to a second position by an external force, the work-
ing section being moved between a third position and a
fourth position in response to a motion of the operating
section between the first position and the second posi-
tion, the first spring causing the working section to be
moved by elastic energy stored by an external force that
is applied to the operating section, in a case where the
working section is in at least either the third position or
the fourth position, a retention force that causes the work-
ing section to be retained in that position acting on the
working section, a direction in which the force of the third
spring is applied to the working section when the working
section is in the third position being not parallel to a di-
rection in which the force of the third spring is applied to
the working section when the working section is in the
fourth position, a component which, of the force of the
third spring, acts in a direction of motion of the working
section being smaller when the working section is in the
fourth position than in the third position, assuming that a
direction of return of the working section from the fourth
position to the third position is positive.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0013] The present invention makes it possible to
cause the working section to move at a high speed re-
gardless of the speed of operation, and also makes it
possible to lower the maximum value of an external force
that is required for operation of the operating section.

Brief Description of Drawings
[0014]

Fig. 1 is a diagram schematically showing a config-
uration of a return mechanism according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention.

Fig. 2 is a diagram schematically showing operation
and return action of the return mechanism.

Fig. 3 is a diagram showing an FS characteristic of
the return mechanism.

Fig. 4 is a diagram showing a specific example of an
FS characteristic of the return mechanism.

Fig. 5 is a diagram showing specific examples of
retention forces.

Fig. 6 is a diagram schematically showing operation
and return action of a return mechanism according
to another embodiment of the present invention.
Fig. 7 is a diagram schematically showing operation
and return action of a return mechanism according
to still another embodiment of the present invention.
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Fig. 8 is a diagram schematically showing operation
and return action of a return mechanism according
to still another embodiment of the present invention.
Fig. 9 is a diagram showing specific examples of a
second spring.

Fig. 10 is a diagram showing a configuration of two
second springs arranged symmetrically with respect
to an operating section.

Fig. 1 1 is a diagram showing modifications of a first
spring.

Fig. 12 is a diagram schematically showing a con-
figuration of a return mechanism according to still
another embodiment of the present invention.

Fig. 13 is a diagram schematically showing a con-
figuration of a return mechanism according to still
another embodiment of the present invention.

Fig. 14 is a side view showing a configuration of a
switching arrangement according to still another em-
bodiment of the present invention.

Fig. 15 is a perspective view showing a configuration
of the switching arrangement.

Fig. 16 is a perspective view showing a configuration
of a power-generating module of the switching ar-
rangement.

Fig. 17 is a front view showing a configuration of the
power-generating module.

Fig. 18 is a diagram showing a configuration of a limit
switch including a rotatable lever.

Fig. 19 is a diagram showing operation and return
action of a return mechanism of Reference Example
1.

Fig. 20 is a diagram showing an FS characteristic of
the return mechanism of Reference Example 1.
Fig. 21 is a diagram schematically showing operation
and return action of a return mechanism according
to still another embodiment of the present invention.
Fig. 22 is a diagram showing an FS characteristic of
the return mechanism.

Fig. 23 is a diagram showing a configuration of a
return mechanism according to still another embod-
iment of the presentinvention and an FS character-
istic thereof.

Description of Embodiments

[0015] In each of the sections, for convenience of ex-
planation, members having the same functions as those
described in the preceding section(s) are given the same
reference signs, and as such, are omitted from the de-
scription as needed. First, areference example ofareturn
mechanism is described.

[Reference Example 1]

[0016] Fig. 19 is a diagram showing operation and re-
turn action of a return mechanism 100 of Reference Ex-
ample 1. The return mechanism 100 includes an operat-
ing section 101, a working section 102, a base 103, an
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accelerating spring 111, and a returning spring 112. The
accelerating spring 111 connects the operating section
101 and the working section 102 to each other. The re-
turning spring 112 connects the operating section 101
and the base 103 to each other. A direction of action of
the returning spring 112 on the operating section 101 is
parallel to a direction of action of the accelerating spring
111 on the operating section 101.

[0017] The operating section 101 can be displaced be-
tween a first position and a second position. The working
section 102 can be displaced between a third position
and a fourth position. The base 103 is fixed. A direction
along which the operating section 101 can be displaced,
a direction along which the working section 102 can be
displaced, the direction of action of the returning spring
112, and the direction of action of the accelerating spring
111 are parallel to one another.

[0018] When the working section 102 is in the third
position, a retention force is acting on the working section
102 so as to retain the working section 102 in the third
position. When the working section 102 is in the fourth
position, a retention force is acting on the working section
102 so as to retain the working section 102 in the fourth
position.

(a) of Fig. 19 shows an initial state of the return mech-
anism 100. The initial state is a state in which no
external force is being applied to the operating sec-
tion 101. In the initial state, the working section 102
is retained in the third position by a retention force.
Further, in the initial state, the operating section 101
is pressed into the first position by a restoring force
ofthe returning spring 112 having been compressed.
(b) of Fig. 19 shows a state in which the application
of an operating force to the operating section 101
has caused the operating section 101 to be dis-
placed. Application of the operating force to the op-
erating section 101 as an external force causes the
operating section 101 to be displaced from the first
position to the second position. In response to the
displacement of the operating section 101, the re-
turning spring 112 and the accelerating spring 111
are compressed.

[0019] When a restoring force of the accelerating
spring 111 having been compressed becomes larger
than the retention force acting on the working section
102, the restoring force of the accelerating spring 111
having been compressed causes the working section 102
to be displaced from the third position to the fourth posi-
tion (see (c) of Fig. 19). The working section 102, which
has been displaced to the fourth position, is kept retained
in the fourth position by a retention force (see (d) of Fig.
19). Thus, the action of the operating section 101 and
the working section 102 during operation is completed.
[0020] The working section 102 is moved by the accel-
erating spring 111 when the restoring force of the the
accelerating spring 111 having been compressed ex-
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ceeds the retention force and the stored elastic energy
is released. That is, the working section 102 is moved at
a high speed by the accelerating spring 111 regardless
of the velocity of motion of the operating section 101.
[0021] When no operating force acts on the operating
section 101 any longer, the restoring force of the returning
spring 112 having been compressed causes the operat-
ing section 101 to start to move from the second position
to the first position (see (e) of Fig. 19). At this point in
time, the working section 102 is kept retained in the fourth
position by the retention force. Therefore, in response to
the displacement of the operating section 101, the accel-
erating spring 111 is elongated to be longer than its nat-
ural length (see (e) and (f) of Fig. 19). The operating
section 101 is displaced to the first position.

[0022] When a restoring force of the accelerating
spring 111 having been elongated becomes larger than
the retention force acting on the working section 102, the
restoring force of the accelerating spring 111 having been
elongated causes the working section 102 to be dis-
placed from the fourth position to the third position (see
(9) of Fig. 19). The working section 102, which has been
displaced to the third position, is kept retained in the third
position by a retention force (see (h) of Fig. 19). Thus,
the action of the operating section 101 and the working
section 102 during return is completed.

[0023] The working section 102 is moved by the accel-
erating spring 111 when the restoring force of the the
accelerating spring 111 having been elongated exceeds
the retention force and the stored elastic energy is re-
leased. That is, the working section 102 is moved at a
high speed by the accelerating spring 111 regardless of
the velocity of motion of the operating section 101 that
returns.

[0024] As just described, the returning spring 112, the
accelerating spring 111, and the retention force acting
on the working section 102 enable the working section
102 to be moved at a high speed by the accelerating
spring 111 regardless of the velocity of motion of the op-
erating section 101.

(FS Characteristic)

[0025] Fig. 20 is a diagram showing an FS character-
istic of the return mechanism 100 of Reference Example
1. The horizontal axis represents S (stroke) of the oper-
ating section 101, and the vertical axis represents F
(force). Fig. 20 shows the force of the accelerating spring
111 (restoring force), the force of the returning spring
112, and the operating force. The operating force is a
force thatis required for the user to operate the operating
section 101. The operating force that is required for op-
eration at each stroke position is the resultant of the re-
turning spring force and the accelerating spring force. A
positive force indicates that an upward force is being ap-
plied to the operating section 101 (in the direction from
the second position to the first position). The operating
force required can also be said to be an upward force
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(return force) with which the operating section 101 re-
turns.

[0026] Each ofthe springs has a force of 0 at its natural
length. Note here that the force of the returning spring
112 is constant. This is based on an ideal situation in
which the returning spring 112 has a small spring con-
stant and is greatly compressed in advance in the initial
position. In reality, the force of the returning spring 112
linearly increases with an increase in stroke. Throughout
the whole stroke, the returning spring 112 is compressed
to be shorter than its natural length. When the force of
the accelerating spring 111 is negative, the accelerating
spring 111 is elongated to be longer than its natural
length. When the force of the accelerating spring 111 is
positive, the accelerating spring 111 is compressed to
be shorter than its natural length.

[0027] The initial state shown in (a) of Fig. 19 corre-
sponds, for example, to the time when the operating sec-
tion 101 is positioned at the stroke S0. The state shown
in (d) of Fig. 19 corresponds, for example, to the time
when the operating section 101 is positioned at the stroke
S3. Note, however, that the first position of the operating
section 101 may vary between the stroke SO and the
stroke S1 and that the second position of the operating
section 101 may vary between the stroke S2 and the
stroke S3.

(During Operation)

[0028] Displacement of the operating section 101 from
the first position (S0) by the application of an operating
force to the operating section 101 causes the accelerat-
ing spring 111 to become compressed, so that its restor-
ing force (spring force) linearly increases. That is, the
operating force that is required for operation increases,
too. Note that even after the operating section 101 goes
beyond the stroke S1, the accelerating spring 111 con-
tinues to be compressed, as the working section 102 is
retained in the third position by a retention force.
[0029] When the operating section 101 has reached
the stroke S2, the restoring force of the accelerating
spring 111 having been compressed exceeds the reten-
tion force by which the working section 102 is retained
in the third position. Therefore, at the stroke S2, the work-
ing section 102 is displaced from the third position to the
fourth position. Along with this displacement, the accel-
erating spring 111, which has been compressed, is re-
leased, and the accelerating spring 111 returns substan-
tially to its natural length. At the same time, the operating
force lowers, too.

[0030] Afurtherincrease in stroke of the operating sec-
tion 101 from the stroke S2 causes the accelerating
spring 111 to be compressed again, so that the restoring
force and the operating force increase.

(During Return)

[0031] On the other hand, when a weaker external
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force (operating force) is applied to the operating section
101, the resultant (return force) of the returning spring
force and the accelerating spring force causes the oper-
ating section 101 to return. The return of the operating
section 101 in the direction from the second position (S3)
to the first position causes the accelerating spring 111 to
become less compressed, so that its restoring force
(spring force) linearly decreases. That is, the operating
force (return force) decreases, too. Even after the oper-
ating section 101 returns beyond the stroke S2, the ac-
celerating spring 111 is elongated, as the working section
102 is retained in the fourth position by a retention force.
[0032] When the operating section 101 has reached
the stroke S1, the restoring force of the accelerating
spring 111 having been elongated exceeds the retention
force by which the working section 102 is retained in the
fourth position. Therefore, at the stroke S1, the working
section 102 is displaced from the fourth position to the
third position. Along with this displacement, the acceler-
ating spring 111, which has been elongated, is released,
and the accelerating spring 111 returns substantially to
its natural length. At the same time, the return force in-
creases.

[0033] A further decrease in stroke of the operating
section 101 from the stroke S1 causes the accelerating
spring 111 to be elongated again, so that the restoring
force and the operating force decrease.

[0034] In this manner, the return force that is applied
to the operating section 101 (i.e. the operating force that
is required for operation) exhibits hysteresis. In order for
the return action not to be interrupted, itis necessary that
the return force be always positive. For that purpose, the
spring force of the returning spring 112 is set so that the
return force is positive even in a state (S1) in which the
accelerating spring 111 is elongated to its fullest extent.
That s, at the stroke S1, the spring force of the returning
spring 112 must be larger than the retention force acting
on the working section 102 in the fourth position.
[0035] The maximum operating force Fmax that is re-
quired for operation is a value that is achieved when the
operating section 101 reaches the stroke S2 during op-
eration. In reality, the maximum operating force Fmax
can be even larger, as the restoring force of the returning
spring 112 linearly increases with an increase in stroke.
This means that the user must apply a large operating
force to the operating section 101.

[Embodiment 1]

[0036] An embodiment of the present invention is de-
scribed below. The present embodiment differs from Ref-
erence Example 1 in terms of the configuration of a spring
corresponding to the returning spring.

(Configuration of a Return Mechanism 10)

[0037] Fig. 1isadiagram schematically showingacon-
figuration of a return mechanism 10 of the present em-
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bodiment. The presentembodimentis directed to areturn
mechanism that requires only a small operating force,
the return mechanism including an operating section 11
configured to return by itself and a working section 12
configured to return by itself and to move at a high speed
regardless of the speed of operation. A high-speed mo-
tion of the working section 12 can be achieved by a first
spring 1 and a retention force acting on on the working
section 12. Further, a second spring 2 allows the oper-
ating section 11 and the working section 12 to return by
themselves. In the present embodiment, by devising the
configuration (arrangement) of the second spring 2, the
operating force required is made lower than that required
by the return mechanism of Reference Example 1.
[0038] The return mechanism 10 includes the operat-
ing section 11, the working section 12, a base 13, the
first spring 1, and the second spring 2. The first spring 1
connects the operating section 11 and the working sec-
tion 12 to each other. The second spring 2 connects the
operating section 11 and the base 13 to each other. The
base 13 is fixed. The operating section 11 and the work-
ing section 12 are movable along a stroke axis S. A di-
rection of application of a force to the operating section
11 by the first spring 1 is parallel to a direction along
which the operating section 11 is movable.

[0039] Meanwhile, a direction of application of a force
to the operating section 11 by the second spring 2 is at
an oblique angle to the direction along which the operat-
ing section 11 is movable. Let it be assumed that 6 is the
angle between the direction of application of a force to
the operating section 1 1 by the second spring 2 and the
stroke axis S. The second spring 2 has a first end con-
nected to the base 13, and the first end does not move.
On the other hand, the second spring 2 has a second
end connected to the operating section 11, and the sec-
ond end moves as the operating section 11 moves.
Therefore, when the operating section 11 moves along
the stroke axis S, the angle 6 changes accordingly.
[0040] Let it be assumed that an operating point 11a
on the operating section 1 1 is a reference for displace-
ment of the operating section 11. When the operating
section 11 is translated by an external force, any point
on the operating section 11 is translated in the same way.
In the case of translation, the operating point 11a may
be any point on the operating section 11. Similarly, let it
be assumed that any working point 12a on the working
section 12 that is translated is a reference for displace-
ment of the working section 12.

[0041] The operating point11a ofthe operating section
11 can be displaced between a first position and a second
position along the stroke axis S. The working point 12a
of the working section 12 can be displaced between a
third position and afourth position along the stroke axis S.
[0042] When the working point 12ais in the third posi-
tion, a retention force is acting on the working section 12
so as to retain the working point 12a in the third position.
When the working point 12a is in the fourth position, a
retention force is acting on the working section 12 so as
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to retain the working point 12a in the fourth position. Spe-
cifically, the working section 12 is retained in the third
position by a magnetic force acting thereon when it is in
the third position, and the working section 12 is retained
in the fourth position by a magnetic force acting thereon
when it is in the fourth position.

[0043] In the following, for descriptive purposes, the
expression "the operating section 11 is in the first posi-
tion" may be used when the operating point 11a is in the
first position, for example. The same applies to the work-
ing point 12a and the working section 12.

(Workings of the Return Mechanism 10)

[0044] Fig. 2 is a diagram schematically showing op-
eration and return action of the return mechanism 10 of
the present embodiment. A user makes a motion (move-
ment) of the operating section 11 by applying an operat-
ing force to the operating section 11 as an external force.
Then, in response to the displacement of the operating
section 11, the working section 12 is displaced. A move-
ment of the working section 12 allows the return mech-
anism 10 to provide a function. For example, as will be
described below, in a case where the return mechanism
10is applied to a power generator, electricity is generated
by a motion (movement) of the working section 12.

(a) of Fig. 2 shows an initial state of the return mech-
anism 10. The initial state is a state in which no ex-
ternal force is being applied to the operating section
11. In the initial state, the working section 12 is re-
tained in the third position by a retention force. Fur-
ther, in the initial state, the operating point 11a is
pressed into the first position by a restoring force of
the second spring 2 having been compressed. Let it
be assumed that 61 is the angle 6 that is formed
when the operating point 11a is in the first position.
The angle 6 is an angle between a direction in which
the operating section 11 (operating point 11a) re-
turns and a direction of application of a restoring
force of the second spring 2 to the operating section
11. When the operating point 11a is in the first posi-
tion, a component, along the stroke axis S, of the
resorting force of the second spring acting on the
operating section 11 (i.e. a component that acts in a
direction of motion of the operating section 11) is
cos01. Let it be assumed that a force acting upward
on the operating section 11 (i.e. a force acting in the
direction of return of the operating section 11) is pos-
itive.

(b) of Fig. 2 shows a state in which the application
of an operating force to the operating section 11 has
caused the operating section 11 to be displaced. Ap-
plication of the operating force to the operating sec-
tion 11 as an external force causes the operating
point 11a of the operating section 11 to be displaced
from the first position to the second position. In re-
sponse to the displacement of the operating point
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11a, the second spring 2 and the first spring 1 are
compressed. Further, since the second spring 2
changes its orientation in response to the displace-
ment of the operating point 11 a, the direction of ac-
tion of the restoring force of the second spring 2
changes, too. A direction in which a force of the sec-
ond spring 2 is applied to the operating section 11
when the operating point 11a is in the first position
is not parallel to a direction in which a force of the
second spring 2 is applied to the operating section
11 when the operating point 11 a is in the second
position.

[0045] Let it be assumed that 62 is the angle 0 that is
formed when the operating point 11a is in the second
position. When the operating point 11a is in the second
position, the component, along the stroke axis S, of the
restoring force of the second spring 2 acting on the op-
erating section 11 is cosf2. 0°<61<62<180°, and
cosf1>cos02. That is, the component, along the stroke
axis S, of the restoring force of the second spring 2 acting
on the operating section 11 (i.e. the component in which
the direction in which the operating section 11 returns is
positive) is smaller when the operating point 11ais in the
second position than in the first position. Therefore, when
the user operates the operating section 11, a repulsive
force by the second spring 2 becomes gradually smaller.
This means that the return mechanism 10 requires less
operating force for operation than that of Reference Ex-
ample 1.

[0046] When a restoring force of the first spring 1 hav-
ing been compressed becomes larger than the retention
force acting on the working section 12, the restoring force
of the first spring 1 having been compressed causes the
working point 12a of the working section 12 to be dis-
placed from the third position to the fourth position (see
(c) of Fig. 2). The working section 12, which has been
displaced to the fourth position, is kept retained in the
fourth position by a retention force (see (d) of Fig. 2).
Thus, the action of the operating section 11 and the work-
ing section 12 during operation is completed.

[0047] The working section 12 is moved by the first
spring 1 when the restoring force of the the first spring 1
having been compressed exceeds the retention force
and the stored elastic energy is released. That is, the
working section 12 is moved at a high speed by the first
spring 1 regardless of the velocity of motion of the oper-
ating section 11.

[0048] When no operating force acts on the operating
section 11 any longer, the restoring force of the second
spring 2 having been compressed causes the operating
section 11 to start to move from the second position to
the first position (see (e) of Fig. 2). At this point in time,
the working section 12 is kept retained in the fourth po-
sition by the retention force. Therefore, in response to
the displacement of the operating section 11, the first
spring 1 is elongated to be longer than its natural length
(see (e) and (f) of Fig. 2). The operating section 11 moves
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to the first position.

[0049] When a restoring force of the first spring 1 hav-
ing been elongated becomes larger than the retention
force acting on the working section 12, the restoring force
of the first spring 1 having been elongated causes the
working section 12 to be displaced from the fourth posi-
tion to the third position (see (g) of Fig. 2). The working
section 12, which has moved to the third position, is kept
retained in the third position by a retention force (see (h)
of Fig. 2). Thus, the action of the operating section 11
and the working section 12 during return is completed.
[0050] The working section 12 is moved by the first
spring 1 when the restoring force of the the first spring 1
having been elongated exceeds the retention force and
the stored elastic energy is released. That s, the working
section 12 is moved at a high speed by the first spring 1
regardless of the velocity of motion of the operating sec-
tion 11 that returns.

[0051] As justdescribed, the second spring 2, the first
spring 1, and the retention force acting on the working
section 12 enable the working section 12 to be moved at
ahigh speed by the first spring 1 regardless of the velocity
of motion of the operating section 11.

(FS Characteristic)

[0052] Fig. 3isadiagram showingan FS characteristic
of the return mechanism 10 of the present embodiment.
The horizontal axis represents S (stroke) of the operating
section 11, and the vertical axis represents F (force). Fig.
3 shows the force of the first spring 1 (first spring force),
the force of the second spring 2 (second spring force),
and the operating force. The operating force that is re-
quired for operation at each stroke position is the result-
ant of the first spring force and the second spring force.
A positive force indicates that an upward force is being
applied to the operating section 11 (in the direction from
the second position to the first position). Note that the
second spring force illustrated is a component, along the
stroke axis S, of the force acting on the operating section
11. The component along the stroke axis S is one ob-
tained by multiplying the restoring force of the second
spring 2 by cos6.

[0053] In Fig. 3, a state of the second spring 2 in the
first position and a state of the second spring 2 in the
second position are shown at the upper left and the upper
right in Fig. 3, respectively.

[0054] The second spring 2 is compressed with an in-
crease in stroke. Nevertheless, the second spring force
monotonically decreases with an increase in stroke. This
is because the angle 0 increases and cos6 becomes
smaller. For example, when 6=90°, cos6=0; therefore,
the second spring force, which is the component along
the stroke axis S, becomes 0, too. Note that throughout
the whole stroke, the second spring 2 is compressed to
be shorter than its natural length. When the first spring
force is negative, the first spring 1 is elongated to be
longer than its natural length. When the first spring force
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is positive, the first spring 1 is compressed to be shorter
than its natural length.

[0055] The initial state shown in (a) of Fig. 2 (i.e. the
top dead center of the operating section 11) corresponds,
for example, to the time when the operating section 11
is positioned at the stroke SO. The state shown in (d) of
Fig. 2 (i.e. the bottom dead center of the operating section
11) corresponds, for example, to the time when the op-
erating section 11 is positioned at the stroke S3. Note,
however, that the first position of the operating section
11 may vary between the top dead center (S0O) of the
operating section 11 and the stroke S1 and that the sec-
ond position of the operating section 11 may vary be-
tween the stroke S2 and the bottom dead center (S3) of
the operating section 11.

(During Operation)

[0056] Displacement of the operating section 11 from
the first position (S0) by the application of an operating
force to the operating section 11 causes the first spring
1 to become compressed, so that the first spring force
linearly increases. Meanwhile, since the angle 6 of the
second spring 2 with respect to the stroke axis becomes
larger, the second spring force decreases. Therefore, the
operating force that is required for operation is substan-
tially constant. Depending on the degree of decrease in
the second spring force, the operating force can increase
or decrease instead of being constant. Note that even
after the operating section 11 goes beyond the stroke
S1, the first spring 1 continues to be compressed, as the
working section 12 is retained in the third position by a
retention force.

[0057] When the operating section 11 has reached the
stroke S2, the restoring force of the first spring 1 having
been compressed exceeds the retention force by which
the working section 12 is retained in the third position.
Therefore, at the stroke S2, the working section 12 is
displaced from the third position to the fourth position.
Along with this displacement, the first spring 1, which has
been compressed, is released, and the first spring 1 re-
turns substantially to its natural length. At the same time,
the operating force lowers, too.

[0058] Afurtherincrease in stroke of the operating sec-
tion 11 from the stroke S2 causes the first spring 1 to be
compressed again, so that the first spring force increas-
es. Meanwhile, since the second spring force decreases,
the operating force is kept low and shows little change.
[0059] Note that when the second spring force is neg-
ative, it means that the angle 6 exceeds 90°. Even when
the angle 6 exceeds 90° and the force by the second
spring 2 is applied downward to the operating section 11,
an upward force of the first spring 1 increases in such a
manner as to cancel it out. Hence, the total return force
is positive (acts upward). Therefore, the operating sec-
tion 11 returns even when the angle 6 exceeds 90° in the
second position, provided the return force is positive.
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(During Return)

[0060] On the other hand, when a weaker external
force (operating force) is applied to the operating section
11, the resultant (return force) of the first spring force and
the second spring force causes the operating section 11
to return. The return of the operating section 11 in the
direction from the second position (S3) to the first position
causes the first spring 1 to become less compressed.
Meanwhile, the second spring force increases. The op-
erating force is kept low and shows little change. Even
after the operating section 11 returns beyond the stroke
S2, the first spring 1 is elongated, as the working section
12 is retained in the fourth position by a retention force.
[0061] When the operating section 11 has reached the
stroke S1, the restoring force of the first spring 1 having
been elongated exceeds the retention force by which the
working section 12 is retained in the fourth position.
Therefore, at the stroke S1, the working section 12 is
displaced from the fourth position to the third position.
Along with this displacement, the first spring 1, which has
been elongated, is released, and the first spring 1 returns
substantially to its natural length. At the same time, the
return force increases.

[0062] A further decrease in stroke of the operating
section 11 from the stroke S1 causes the first spring 1 to
be elongated again. Meanwhile, since the second spring
force increases, the return force is kept high and shows
little change.

[0063] In this manner, the return force that is applied
to the operating section 11 (i.e. the operating force that
is required for operation) exhibits hysteresis. In order for
the return action not to be interrupted, itis necessary that
the return force be always positive. For that purpose, the
spring force of the second spring 2 is set so that the return
force is positive even in a state (S1) in which the first
spring 1 is elongated to its fullest extent. That is, at the
stroke S1, the second spring force must be larger than
the retention force acting on the working section 12 in
the fourth position.

(Effects of the Return Mechanism 10)

[0064] The maximum operating force Fmax that is re-
quired for operation is a value that varies between the
stroke SO and the stroke S2 during operation. When the
operating force is constant from the stroke SO to the
stroke S2, Fmax needs only be larger than the retention
force actin on the working section 12 in the fourth position.
Therefore, the return mechanism 10 of the present em-
bodimentallows the userto operate the operating section
11 with a smaller operating force than that of Reference
Example 1. Further, the working section 12 can be moved
at a high speed by the elastic energy stored in the first
spring 1. This makes it possible to reduce the burden of
operation without increasing a stroke amount of the op-
erating section and improve operability.

[0065] Further, by adjusting the slope of the second
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spring force in the FS characteristic, the gradient of the
operating force can be adjusted as needed. That is, op-
erability can be improved. The slope of the second spring
force in the FS characteristic depends on the slope of
the second spring 2 with respect to the stroke axis S, the
degree of compression of the second spring 2, the spring
constant of the second spring 2, etc.

[0066] Note that the connection of the second spring
2 to the operating section 11 and the base 13 does not
need to be fixed. The second spring 2 needs only be
placed between the operating section 11 and the base
13 so as to apply a repulsive force to each of them. Fur-
ther, the operating section 11 and the working section 12
may each be constituted by a plurality of components. It
is important that the forces of the first spring 1 and the
second spring 2 act as shown in Fig. 2. The base 13 does
not need to be fixed, provided it regulates change of po-
sition of the first end of the second spring 2.

[0067] Alternatively, the return mechanism may be
configured such that the first spring is elongated during
operation and the first spring is compressed during re-
turn. For example, the working section 12 and the first
spring may be placed on a side of the operating section
11 opposite to those shown in Fig. 1. In this case, the
first spring is elongated as the operating section 11 is
displaced downward (i.e. toward the second position).
The working section 12 is displaced downward (i.e. to-
ward the fourth position) by the first spring having been
elongated.

(Specific Example of an FS Characteristic)

[0068] Fig. 4 is a diagram showing a specific example
of an FS characteristic of the return mechanism 10. (a)
of Fig. 4 shows a configuration of the return mechanism
10, and (b) of Fig. 4 shows a specific example of an FS
characteristic. In (b) of Fig. 4, the horizontal axis repre-
sents the stroke of the operating section 11, and the ver-
tical axis represents force. In (b) of Fig. 4, the first spring
force, the second spring force, and the operating load
(operating force) during both operation (forth) and return
(back) are shown.

[0069] Letit be assumed here the first spring 1 is a coil
spring having a natural length of 9.36 [mm] and a spring
constant of 5.45 [N/mm]. The second spring 2 is a torsion
spring having a free angle of 1.46 [rad], a spring constant
of 192 [N-mm/rad], and an arm length of 6 [mm]. The
distance L between the first and second ends of the sec-
ond spring 2 along a direction perpendicular to the stroke
axis S is 4 [mm]. The retention force by which the working
section 12 is retained in the third position and the reten-
tion force by which the working section 12 is retained in
the fourth position are each 3 [N]. The stroke of the work-
ing section 12 is 0.6 [mm].

[0070] Since an increase in the first spring force and a
decrease in the second spring force cancel each other
out while the stroke varies from 0 mm to 1.2 mm, an
increase in the operating load is kept to a low level.
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(Specific Examples of Retention Forces)

[0071] Fig. 5 is a diagram showing specific examples
of retention forces. (a) of Fig. 5 shows a case where a
magnetic force is used as a retention force. The return
mechanism includes two magnets 21a and 21b opposed
to each other with the working section 12 interposed ther-
ebetween. In this case, the working section 12 is a fer-
romagnetic body. When in the third position, the working
section 12 is retained in the third position by a magnetic
force of the upper magnet 21 a, and when in the fourth
position, the working section 12 is retained in the fourth
position by a magnetic force of the lower magnet 21 b.
Note that the magnets 21a and 21b may be connected
to each other at a point (not illustrated).

(b) of Fig. 5 shows a case where an adhesive force
is used as a retention force. The return mechanism
includes two supports 22a and 22b opposed to each
other with the working section 12 interposed there-
between. Provided on the upper and lower surfaces
of the working section 12 are adhesive bodies 23a
and 23b, respectively. By the adhesive body 23a ad-
hering to the supports 22a, the working section 12
is retained in the third position, and by the adhesive
body 23b adhering to the supports 22b, the working
section 12 is retained in the fourth position. The ad-
hesive bodies 23a and 23b may alternatively be pro-
vided on the surfaces of the two supports 22a and
22b that face the adhesive bodies 23a and 23b, re-
spectively.

(c) of Fig. 5 shows a case where a snap-fit retention
mechanism is used. The return mechanism includes
two supports 22a and 22b opposed to each other
with the working section 12 interposed therebe-
tween. The return mechanism includes an elastic
body 24 that presses the working section 12 into the
third position or the fourth position. When the working
section 12 moves, the elastic body 24 elastically de-
forms.

(d) of Fig. 5 shows a case where a spring force is
used as a retention force. The return mechanism in-
cludes: two supports 22a and 22b opposed to each
other with the working section 12 interposed there-
between; and a third spring 3. The third spring 3 has
afirstend connected to afixed member and a second
end connected to the working section 12. In the third
position, a restoring force of the third spring 3 having
been compressed acts upward, and in the fourth po-
sition, a restoring force of the third spring 3 having
been compressed acts downward.

[0072] Note that a retention force needs only act on
the working section 12 either when the working section
12 isin the third position or when the working section 12
is in the fourth position. For example, in a case where a
retention force acts on the working section 12 only when
it is in the third position, the working section 12 is moved
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at a high speed by the first spring 1 during operation and
the working section 12 returns at a speed corresponding
to the speed of the operating section 11 during return.
On the other hand, in a case where a retention force acts
on the working section 12 only when it is in the fourth
position, the working section 12 is moved at a speed cor-
responding to the speed of the operating section 11 dur-
ing operation and the working section 12 is made to return
at a high speed by the first spring 1 during return.

[Embodiment 2]

[0073] Another embodiment of the present invention
is described below. The present embodiment differs from
Embodiment 1 in that the working section makes a rota-
tional motion.

(Workings of a Return Mechanism 30)

[0074] Fig. 6 is a diagram schematically showing op-
eration and return action of a return mechanism 30 of the
present embodiment. The working section 12 is in the
shape of a rod, and is rotatable at a point 12b serving as
afulcrum. The working section 12 has a firstend 12c and
a second end 12d. The working section 12 is connected
to the first spring 1 at the working point 12a, which is
located at the first end 12c. The working point 12a is a
point on the working section 12 that is displaced along
the same direction as that along which the first spring 1
is compressed or elongated. The working point 12a can
be displaced between the third position and the fourth
position. Magnetic forces by magnets (not illustrated) act
on the first and second ends 12c and 12d of the working
section 12, respectively. When the working point 12a is
in the third position, the first end 12c of the working sec-
tion 12 at the working point 12a is pulled upward by a
retention force and the second end 12d of the working
section 12 is pulled downward by a retention force.

(a) of Fig. 6 shows an initial state of the return mech-
anism 30. In the initial state, the working section 12
is retained in the third position by a retention force.
Further, in the initial state, the operating point 11a is
pressed into the first position by a restoring force of
the second spring 2 having been compressed.

[0075] Application of an operating force to the operat-
ing section 11 as an external force causes the operating
point 11a of the operating section 11 to be displaced from
the first position to a second position (see (b) of Fig. 6).
In response to the displacement of the operating point
11 a, the second spring 2 and the first spring 1 are com-
pressed. Further, since the second spring 2 changes its
orientation in response to the displacement of the oper-
ating point 11a, the direction of action of the restoring
force of the second spring 2 changes, too. The compo-
nent, along the stroke axis S, of the restoring force of the
second spring 2 acting on the operating section 11 is
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smaller when the operating point 11 a is in the second
position than in the first position. Therefore, the maximum
operating force that is required can be reduced.

[0076] When torque by the first spring 1 having been
compressed becomes larger than the retention force
(torque) acting on the working section 12, the restoring
force of the firstspring 1 having been compressed causes
the working section 12 to rotate, so that the operating
point 12a is displaced from the third position to the fourth
position (see (c) of Fig. 6). The working section 12, which
has moved to the fourth position, is kept retained in the
fourth position by a retention force (see (d) of Fig. 6).
Thus, the action of the operating section 11 and the work-
ing section 12 during operation is completed.

[0077] When no operating force acts on the operating
section 11 any longer, the restoring force of the second
spring 2 having been compressed causes the operating
section 11 to start to move from the second position to
the first position (see (e) of Fig. 6). At this point in time,
the working point 12a is kept retained in the fourth posi-
tion by the retention force. Therefore, in response to the
displacement of the operating section 11, the first spring
1 is elongated to be longer than its natural length (see
(e) and (f) of Fig. 6).

[0078] When torque by the first spring 1 having been
elongated becomes larger than the retention force
(torque) acting on the working section 12, the restoring
force of the first spring 1 having been elongated causes
the working section 12 to rotate, so that the working point
12a is displaced from the fourth position to the third po-
sition (see (g) of Fig. 6). The working point 12a, which
has been displaced to the third position, is kept retained
in the third position by a retention force (see (h) of Fig.
6). Thus, the action of the operating section 11 and the
working section 12 during return is completed.

[0079] The working section 12 is rotated by the first
spring 1 when the restoring force of the the first spring 1
having been elongated exceeds the retention force and
the stored elastic energy is released. That s, the working
section 12 is moved at a high speed by the first spring 1
regardless of the velocity of motion of the operating sec-
tion 11.

[Embodiment 3]

[0080] Still another embodiment of the present inven-
tion is described below. The present embodiment differs
from Embodiment 1 in that the operating section makes
a rotational motion.

(Workings of a Return Mechanism 31)

[0081] Fig. 7 is a diagram schematically showing op-
eration and return action of a return mechanism 31 of the
present embodiment. The operating section 11 is rotat-
able at a point 11b serving as a fulcrum. The operating
section 11 is connected to the second spring at the op-
erating point 11a. The operating point 11a is a point on
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the operating section 1 1 at which the operating section
11 is connected to (in contact with) the second spring 2.
The operating point 11a can be displaced (rotate) be-
tween the first position and the second position. The first
spring 1 is connected to the operating section 11 at a
point 11c.

[0082] Let it be assumed that 0 is the angle between
the direction of action of the second spring 2 and the
direction in which the operating point 11a returns (is dis-
placed). Since the operating point 11ais circumferentially
displaced, 6 is the angle between the direction of a tan-
gential line touching the circle at the operating point 11a
and the direction of action of the second spring 2.
[0083] In an initial state, the operating point 11a is
pressed into the first position by the restoring force of the
second spring 2 having been compressed. Let it be as-
sumed that 61 is the angle 6 that is formed when the
operating point 11a is in the first position (see (a) of Fig.
7). When the operating point 11a is in the first position,
a component which, of the resorting force of the second
spring, acts as torque on the operating section 11 is
cosO1. Let it be assumed that a force (torque) acting
counterclockwise on the operating section 11 is positive.

(b) of Fig. 7 shows a state in which the application
of an operating force (torque) to the operating section
11 has caused the operating section 11 to rotate.
The operating force causes the operating point 11a
of the operating section 11 to be displaced from the
first position to the second position. In response to
the displacement of the operating point 11a, the point
11c is displaced, too, so that the second spring 2
and the first spring 1 are compressed. Further, since
the second spring 2 changes its orientation in re-
sponse to the displacement of the operating point
11a, the direction of action of the restoring force of
the second spring 2 changes, too.

[0084] Let it be assumed that 62 is the angle 0 that is
formed when the operating point 11a is in the second
position. When the operating point 11a is in the second
position, the component which, of the restoring force of
the second spring 2, acts as torque on the operating sec-
tion 11 is cosb2. 0°<61<02<180°, and |cosB1|>|cos62].
That is, the component which, of the restoring force of
the second spring 2, acts as torque on the operating sec-
tion 11 (i.e. the component that acts in the direction of a
tangential line touching the circle at the operating point
11a) is smaller when the operating point 11a is in the
second position than in the first position. Therefore, when
the user operates the operating section 11, a repulsive
force by the second spring 2 becomes gradually smaller.
[0085] When a restoring force of the first spring 1 hav-
ing been compressed becomes larger than the retention
force acting on the working section 12, the working sec-
tion 12 is displaced from the third position to the fourth
position (see (c) of Fig. 7). The working section 12, which
has moved to the fourth position, is kept retained in the
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1"

fourth position by a retention force (see (d) of Fig. 7).
Thus, the action of the operating section 11 and the work-
ing section 12 during operation is completed.

[0086] When no operating force acts on the operating
section 11 any longer, the restoring force of the second
spring 2 having been compressed causes the operating
point 11a to start to move from the second position to the
first position (see (e) of Fig. 7). At this point in time, the
working section 12 is kept retained in the fourth position
by the retention force. Therefore, in response to the dis-
placement of the point 11c of the operating point 11 a,
the first spring 1 is elongated to be longer than its natural
length (see (e) and (f) of Fig. 7).

[0087] When a restoring force of the first spring 1 hav-
ing been elongated becomes larger than the retention
force acting on the working section 12, the working sec-
tion 12 is displaced from the fourth position to the third
position (see (g) of Fig. 7). The working section 12, which
has moved to the third position, is kept retained in the
third position by a retention force (see (h) of Fig. 7). Thus,
the action of the operating section 11 and the working
section 12 during return is completed.

[0088] Evenin such a case as that of the present em-
bodiment where the operating section 11 rotates, the
component which, of the restoring force of the second
spring 2, acts as torque on the operating section 11 mo-
notonically decreases with an increase in operation
stroke (rotation of the operating section 11). Therefore,
an increase in restoring force of the first spring 1 with an
increase in operation stroke is at least partially canceled
out. Therefore, the return mechanism 31 can reduce the
maximum operating force that is required.

[0089] In Fig. 7, the operating section is described as
a circular member. However, the operating section can
be in any shape including the fulcrum 11b, the operating
point 11a, and the point 11c. The return mechanism 31
may be configured such that the user directly rotate the
operating section 11 or may be configured such that
torque is applied to the operating section 11 by a com-
ponent that makes a linear motion. When incorporated
into a switching arrangement, the return mechanism 31
can be applied to a rocker switch, a rotary switch, or a
lever switch. Alternatively, in a case where the return
mechanism 31 is applied to a push-button switch, the
direction in which a button is pressed can be freely set.
[0090] The return mechanism 31 has been described
above as being configured such that the second spring
2is compressed by operation. However, the return mech-
anism 31 may alternatively be configured such that the
second spring 2 is elongated by operation. For example,
the return mechanism 31 may alternatively be configured
such that the second spring 2 is elongated to be loner
than its natural length with the second spring 2 having
its first end connected to a point 11d (see (a) of Fig. 7)
on the operating section 11. (a) of Fig. 7 shows a state
in which the operating section 11 is in the first position.
In this configuration, too, clockwise rotation of the oper-
ating section 11 causes the second spring 2 to be further
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elongated, so that the angle 6 increases. In this case,
too, the second spring 2 acts in such a manner as to
cause the operating section 11 to return to the first posi-
tion.

[Embodiment 4]

[0091] Still another embodiment of the present inven-
tion is described below. The present embodiment differs
from Embodiment 1 in that the operating section and the
working section make rotational motions.

[0092] Fig. 8 is a diagram schematically showing op-
eration and return action of a return mechanism 32 of the
present embodiment. The operating section 11 is rotat-
able at a point 11b serving as a fulcrum. The working
section 12 is in the shape of a rod, and is rotatable at a
point 12b serving as a fulcrum. The return mechanism
32 is achieved by a combination of the rotatable working
section 12 of Embodiment 2 and the rotatable operating
section 11 of Embodiment 3. The operation and the return
action are the same as those of Embodiments 2 and 3,
and as such, are not described in detail below.

[0093] In the return mechanism 32, retention forces by
magnets act on the first and second ends 12c and 12d
of the working section 12, respectively. However, the re-
turn mechanism 32 may alternatively be configured such
that a retention force acts only on either of the first and
second ends 12c and 12d.

[Embodiment 5]
(Specific Examples of the Second Spring)

[0094] Fig. 9 is a diagram showing specific examples
ofthe second spring 2. In Fig. 9, the pointon the operating
section at which the second spring 2 is connected is de-
scribed as the operating point 11a. (a) of Fig. 9 shows a
case where the second spring 2 used is a coil spring.
The coil spring has an advantage of being high in dura-
bility and stable in spring characteristics. (b) of Fig. 9
shows a case where the second spring 2 used is a plate
spring. The plate spring has an advantage of being simple
in shape and low in cost. (c) of Fig. 9 shows a case where
the second spring 2 used is a torsion spring. The torsion
spring has an advantage of being high in durability and
placeable in a narrow space.

[0095] Without being limited to any of these examples,
the second spring used may be a spring that has a pos-
itive spring constant in the direction in which it is com-
pressed. Of course, any of these second springs can also
be applied to a rotatable operating section.

[0096] In any of these cases, the second spring 2 may
be elastically deformed so as to produce a restoring force
in the first position. As illustrated, the second spring 2
produces a larger restoring force in the second position.
Meanwhile, the angle 6 is large (cos6 is small) in the
second position. As a result, a component Fs, along the
stroke axis S, of the restoring force of the second spring
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2 in the second position is smaller than that in the first
position.

[0097] Fig. 10is a diagram showing a configuration of
two second springs 2 arranged symmetrically with re-
spect to an operating section 11. The two second springs
2 are placed on two sides of the single operating section
11, respectively. (a) of Fig. 10 shows a case where the
two second springs 2 used are coil springs, and (b) and
(c) of Fig. 10 each show a case where the two second
springs 2 used are plate springs. Fig. 10 shows a case
where the operating section 11 is in the second position.
[0098] The symmetrical arrangement of the two sec-
ond springs with respect to the operating section 11 can-
cels out a component Fv which, of the restoring force of
the second spring 2, is perpendicular to the stroke axis
S. This makes it possible to reduce a force of friction that
acts on the operating section 11.

[Embodiment 6]
(Specific Examples of the First Spring)

[0099] As in the case of the second spring, any of var-
ious springs can be used as the first spring. The term
"spring" here refers to a member that produces a restor-
ing force through elastic deformation. Elastic bodies that
exhibit restoring forces can be used as the first spring
and the second spring.

[0100] Fig. 11 is a diagram showing modifications of
thefirst spring 1. (a) of Fig. 11 shows a return mechanism
33 whose first spring 1 is a plate spring. The operating
section 11 and the working section 12 are rotatable.

(b) of Fig. 11 shows a return mechanism 34 whose
firstspring 1is atorsion spring. The operating section
11 is vertically translatable, and the working section
12 is rotatable. The first spring 1 is rotatably support-
ed at a fulcrum 1b. The operating section 11 is dis-
placed to a higher position thanitis in the initial state.

[Embodiment 7]

[0101] Still another embodiment of the present inven-
tion is described below. The present embodiment differs
from Embodiment 4 in terms of the placement of each
member.

[0102] Fig. 12 is a diagram showing a configuration of
a return mechanism 35 of the present embodiment. In
Fig. 12, the operating section 11 is in the first position,
and the working section 12 is in the third position. Coun-
terclockwise rotation places the operating section 11 in
the second position. In the return mechanism 35, the op-
erating section 11 and the second spring 2 are laid side-
by-side above the working section 12. The return mech-
anism 35 can be placed in a narrow space.
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[Embodiment 8]

[0103] Still another embodiment of the present inven-
tion is described below. The present embodiment differs
from Embodiment 2 in that the present embodiment fur-
ther includes a plunger.

[0104] Fig. 13 is a diagram showing a configuration of
a return mechanism 36 of the present embodiment. The
working section 12 is rotatable. The operating section 11
is translatable along the stroke axis S. The first spring 1
has a first end connected to the operating section 11 and
a second end connected to a plunger 14 (junction com-
ponent). The plunger is translatable along the stroke axis
S. Since the plunger 14 has a recess formed therein and
the working section 12 has its first end 12c inserted in
the recess, the working section 12 rotates as the plunger
14 moves. There may be some play in a combination of
the plunger 14 and the working section 12.

[0105] The working section 12 is retained in the third
position by a retention force, and the working section 12
is retained in the fourth position by a retention force. The
plunger 14 is retained in a position corresponding to the
third position by the working section 12 when the working
section 12 is in the third position, and the plunger 14 is
retained in a position corresponding to the fourth position
by the working section 12 when the working section 12
is in the fourth position.

[0106] Since the plunger 14 moves with respect to the
operating section 11 via the first spring 1, the plunger 14
can be regarded as a working section. In this case, a
retention force retains the plunger 14 in a predetermined
position via the working section 12.

[0107] The operation and the return action are the
same as those of Embodiment 2, and as such, are not
described in detail below.

[0108] In the same way as the first spring 1 and the
working section 12 may be connected to each other via
the plunger 14, the first spring 1 (or the second spring 2)
and the operating section 11 may be connected to each
other via another component.

[Embodiment 9]

[0109] Still another embodiment of the present inven-
tion is described below. In the present embodiment, a
switching arrangement including a return mechanism is
described.

[0110] Fig. 14 is a side view showing a configuration
of a switching arrangement 40 of the present embodi-
ment. Fig. 15 is a perspective view showing a configura-
tion of the switching arrangement 40. Figs. 14 and 15 are
internally transparent views showing a housing 41 etc.
in partially transparent drawings. Further, Fig. 15 omits
to show one of two second springs. Fig. 16 is a perspec-
tive view showing a configuration of a power-generating
module 46. Fig. 17 is a front view showing a configuration
of the power-generating module 46. Figs. 16 and 17 also
show a working section 12. (a) of Fig. 17 shows a state

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

13

in which the working section 12 is in the third position,
and (b) of Fig. 17 shows a state in which the working
section 12 is in the fourth position.

[0111] The switching arrangement 40 includes the re-
turn mechanism 36 of Embodiment 8, the power-gener-
ating module 46, a transmitter 45, and the hosing 41. The
housing 41 houses the return mechanism 36, the power-
generating module 46, and the transmitter 45. The pow-
er-generating module 46 includes a coil 42, two yokes
43a and 43b, and a magnet 44. The working section 12
functions as an armature of the power-generating module
46. The power-generating module 46 and the return
mechanism 36 function as a power generator.

[0112] The housing 41 has two opposed internal sur-
faces on which two bases 13 are provided, respectively.
The operating section 11 is vertically translatable. The
two second springs 2 are placed in (i) a space between
one of the two bases 13 and the operating section 11
and (ii) a space between the other of the two bases 13
and the operating section 11, respectively. The second
springs 2 here are torsion springs. The two second
springs 2 are arranged symmetrically with respect to the
operating section 11. When the operating section 11 is
displaced downward by an operating force, the second
springs 2 are bent while changing their orientations.
[0113] The first spring 1 is placed between the operat-
ing section 11 and the plunger 14. The first spring 1 is a
coil spring. The plunger 14 is vertically translatable.
[0114] The plunger 14 has a recess in which the work-
ing section 12 is inserted. The working section 12 is a
ferromagnetic body such as iron. The working section 12
is in the shape of the letter U. The working section 12 is
rotatable between the two yokes 43a and 43b at afulcrum
located near the center (i.e. near the magnet 44). The
two yokes 43a and 43b are magnetized by the magnet
44 (permanent magnet) placed therebetween. The work-
ing section 12 is placed in such a manner as to pass
through the coil 42.

[0115] When in the third position (see (a) Fig. 17), the
working section 12 has its first end in contact with the
yoke 43a and its second end in contact with the yoke
43b. When having been rotated into the fourth position
(see (b) Fig. 17), the working section 12 has its first end
in contact with the yoke 43b and its second end in contact
with the yoke 43a. Since the two yokes 43a and 43b have
opposed surfaces that are opposite in magnetic polarity
to each other, movement of the working section 12 from
the third position to the fourth position causes the direc-
tion of magnetization of the working section 12 to be re-
versed. Accordingly, the orientation of a magnetic flux
passing through the coil 42 is reversed, and an induced
current corresponding to the change in magnetic flux
flows through the coil 42. This is how the switching ar-
rangement 40 generates electrical power. A larger
change in magnetic flux per unit time means that a larger
induced current flows. The switching arrangement 40 is
high in power generation efficiency since the working
section 12 can be moved at a high speed by the first
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spring 1. Further, the switching arrangement 40 is high
in operability since the maximum operating force that is
required to operate the operating section 11 can be re-
duced without causing an increase in operation stroke.

[0116] The coil 42 is connected to the transmitter 45,
for example, via alead wire. The transmitter 45 transmits,
wirelessly or by cable, a signal to an external device by
using electrical power generated by the coil 42. When
the operating section 11 has been operated from the first
position to the second position, (i.e. when the working
section 12 has moved from the third position to the fourth
position), the transmitter 45 transmits, to the external de-
vice, a signal indicating that the operating section 11 is
in the second position. On the other hand, when the op-
erating section 11 has returned from the second position
to the first position, (i.e. when the working section 12 has
returned from the fourth position to the third position), the
transmitter 45 transmits, to the external device, a signal
indicating that the operating section 11 is in the first po-
sition.

[0117] Therefore, the switching arrangement 40 func-
tions as a switching arrangement that transmits, to an
external device, a signal corresponding to a position of
the operating section 11. The switching arrangement 40
can be used as an operating switch that a user operates,
a limit switch (detection switch) that detects a position of
an object, and the like.

[0118] Note that the transmitter 45 can also be config-
ured to, regardless of position of the operating section 1
1, transmit a predetermined signal by using generated
electrical power. Further, the power-generating module
46 and the return mechanism 36 can be used as a mere
power generator.

[0119] Note that the switching arrangement 40 can al-
so be configured to have a battery or an external power
source instead of the power-generating module 46. In
this case, the transmitter 45 generates a signal corre-
sponding to a position of the working section 12 by using
electrical power that is supplied from the battery or the
external power source.

[0120] Note that the switching arrangement 40 can al-
so be configured such that a user or an object whose
position is to be detected operates the operating section
11 directly or indirectly.

[0121] Fig. 18 is a diagram showing a configuration of
a limit switch 47 including a rotatable lever. (a) of Fig. 18
is a perspective view showing the configuration of the
limit switch 47, and (b) of Fig. 18 is a front view (partially
transparent view) showing a configuration of a switch
body 47a.

[0122] The limit switch 47 includes a switch body sec-
tion 47a and an operation auxiliary section 47b. The
switch body section 47a includes a switching arrange-
ment 40 and a plunger 49 inside a housing thereof. The
operation auxiliary section 47b includes a rotatable lever
48. An object makes contact with the lever 48 to rotate
the lever 48. The plunger 49 is vertically translated in
tandem with rotation of the lever 48. The operating sec-
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tion 11 of the switching arrangement 40 is vertically trans-
lated in tandem with movement of the plunger 49.

[Embodiment 10]

[0123] Still another embodiment of the present inven-
tion is described below. For example, there is a case
where the working section should be moved at a high
speed for increasing the amount of electricity that is gen-
erated by the motion of the working section or for turning
on or off the switch at a high speed. In the present em-
bodiment, a configuration is described in which a third
spring that acts on the working section is provided instead
of a second spring.

(Configuration of a Return Mechanism 50)

[0124] Fig. 21 is a diagram schematically showing op-
eration and return action of a return mechanism 50 of the
present embodiment. The present embodiment is direct-
ed to a return mechanism including an operating section
11 configured to return by itself and a working section 12
configured to return by itself and to move at a high speed
regardless of the speed of operation. A motion of the
working section 12 at a higher speed can be achieved
by a third spring 3. Further, a fifth spring 5 allows the
operating section 11 and the working section 12 to return
by themselves. In the present embodiment, by devising
the configuration (arrangement) of the third spring 3, the
working section 12 is moved at a higher speed.

[0125] The return mechanism 50 (acceleration mech-
anism) includes the operating section 11, the working
section 12, a base 13, a first spring 1, a third spring 3,
and a fifth spring 5. The first spring 1 connects the oper-
ating section 11 and the working section 12 to each other.
The third spring 3 connects the working section 12 and
the base 13 to each other. The fifth spring 5 connects
the working section 12 and the base 13 to each other.
The base 13 needs only be fixed, and may be divided
into separate parts, namely a part to which the third spring
3 is connected and a part to which the fifth spring 5 is
connected. The operating section 11 and the working
section 12 are movable along a stroke axis S. A direction
of application of a force to the operating section 11 by
the first spring 1 is parallel to a direction along which the
operating section 11 is movable. Further, a direction of
application of a force to the working section 12 by the
fifth spring 5 is parallel to a direction along which the
working section 12 is movable.

[0126] Meanwhile, a direction of application of a force
to the working section 12 by the third spring 3 is at an
oblique angle to the direction along which the working
section 12 is movable. Let it be assumed that n is the
angle between the direction of application of a force to
the working section 12 by the third spring 3 and the stroke
axis S. The third spring 3 has a first end connected to
the base 13, and the first end does not move. On the
other hand, the third spring 3 has a second end connect-
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ed to the working section 12, and the second end moves
as the working section 12 moves. Therefore, when the
working section 12 moves along the stroke axis S, the
angle n changes accordingly.

[0127] The working section 12 is connected to the third
spring 3 at a connection point 12e. The connection point
12eis a point at which the working section 12 is connect-
ed to the third spring 3, and is a point on the working
section 12 that is displaced along the same direction as
that along which the first spring 1 is compressed or elon-
gated. The working point 12a can be displaced from the
third position to the fourth position. When the working
section 12isin the third position, aretention force is acting
on the working section 12 so as to retain the working
section 12 in the third position. When the working section
12 is in the fourth position, a retention force is acting on
the working section 12 so as to retain the working section
12 in the fourth position. Specifically, the working section
12 is retained in the third position by a magnetic force
acting thereon when it is in the third position, and the
working section 12 is retained in the fourth position by a
magnetic force acting thereon when it is in the fourth po-
sition.

(Workings of a Return Mechanism 50)
[0128]

(a) of Fig. 21 shows an initial state of the return mech-
anism 50. Spring forces that act on the operating
section 11 and the working section 12 are illustrated
by arrows, but the lengths of the arrows are not
meantto indicate the accurate magnitude of the forc-
es. The initial state is a state in which no external
force is being applied to the operating section 11. In
the initial state, the working section 12 is retained in
the third position by arestoring force of the fifth spring
5 having been compressed, a restoring force of the
third spring 3 having been compressed, and a reten-
tion force (not illustrated). Further, in the initial state,
the operating section 11 is pressed into the first po-
sition by a restoring force of the first spring 1 having
been compressed. Let it be assumed that 1 is the
angle n that is formed when the working section 12
is in the third position. The angle 7 is an angle be-
tween a direction in which the working section 12
returns and a direction of application of a restoring
force of the third spring 3 to the working section 12.
When the working section 12 is in the third position,
acomponent, along the stroke axis S, of the resorting
force of the third spring acting on the working section
12 (i.e. acomponent that acts in a direction of motion
ofthe working section 12) is cosn1. Letitbe assumed
that a force acting upward on the working section 12
(i.e. a force acting in the direction of return of the
working section 12) is positive.

(b) of Fig. 21 shows a state in which the application
of an operating force (operating force) to the oper-
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ating section 11 has caused the operating section
11 to be displaced. Application of the operating force
tothe operating section 1 1 as an external force caus-
es the operating section 11 to be displaced from the
first position to the second position. In response to
the displacement of the operating section 11, the first
spring 1 is compressed.

[0129] When a restoring force of the first spring 1 hav-
ing been compressed becomes larger than the sum of
the restoring force of the third spring 3 acting on the work-
ing section 12, the restoring force of the fifth spring 5
acting on the working section 12, and the retention force
acting on the working section 12, the restoring force of
the first spring 1 having been compressed causes the
working section 12 to be displaced from the third position
to the fourth position (see (c) of Fig. 21). The working
section 12, which has been displaced to the fourth posi-
tion, is kept retained in the fourth position by a retention
force (see (d) of Fig. 21). Further, since the third spring
3 changesiits orientation in response to the displacement
of the connection point 12e of the working section 12,
the direction of action of the restoring force of the third
spring 3 changes, too. A direction in which a force of the
third spring 3 is applied to the working section 12 when
the working section 12is in the third positionis not parallel
to a direction in which a force of the third spring 3 is
applied to the working section 12 when the working sec-
tion 12 is in the fourth position.

[0130] Let it be assumed thatn2 is the angle n that is
formed when the working section 12 is in the fourth po-
sition. When the working section 12 is in the fourth posi-
tion, the component, along the stroke axis S, of the re-
storing force of the third spring 3 acting on the working
section 12 is cosn2. 0°n1<n2<180°, and cosn1>cosn?2.
That is, the component, along the stroke axis S, of the
restoring force of the third spring 3 acting on the working
section 12 (i.e. the component in which the direction in
which the working section 12 returnsis positive) is smaller
when the working section 12 is in the fourth position than
inthe third position, and monotonically decreases. There-
fore, when the working section 12 starts to move from
the third position to the fourth position, a repulsive force
by the third spring 3 becomes gradually smaller. There-
fore, when the working section 12 starts to move, the
working section 12 is further accelerated. This means
that the working section 12 works (moves) at a higher
speed than that of Reference Example 2, which will be
described later. Thus, the action of the operating section
11 and the working section 12 during operation is com-
pleted.

[0131] The working section 12 is moved by the first
spring 1 when the restoring force of the the first spring 1
having been compressed exceeds the sum of the com-
ponent, along the stroke axis S, of the restoring force of
the third spring 3, the restoring force of the fifth spring 5,
and the retention force and the stored elastic energy is
released. That is, the working section 12 is moved at a
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high speed by the first spring 1 regardless of the velocity
of motion of the operating section 11.

[0132] When no operating force acts on the operating
section 11 any longer, the restoring force of the first spring
1 having been compressed causes the operating section
11 to start to move from the second position to the first
position (see (e) of Fig. 21). At this pointin time, the work-
ing section 12 is kept retained in the fourth position by
the retention force and the restoring force of the first
spring 1. However, the restoring force of the first spring
1 becomes gradually smaller as the operating section 11
is displaced. The operating section 11 moves to the first
position (see (f) of Fig. 21).

[0133] When the sum of the restoring force of the first
spring 1 having been compressed and the retention force
becomes smaller than the sum of the component, along
the stroke axis S, of the restoring force of the third spring
3 and the restoring force of the fifth spring 5, the restoring
force of thefifth spring 5 having been compressed causes
the working section 12 to be displaced from the fourth
position to the third position (see (g) of Fig. 21). The work-
ing section 12, which has moved to the third position, is
kept retained in the third position by the retention force
(see (h) of Fig. 21).

[0134] When the working section 12 starts to move
from the third position toward the fourth position, an up-
ward force by the third spring 3 (i.e. the component in
which the direction in which the working section 12 re-
turns is positive) becomes gradually larger. Therefore,
when the working section 12 starts to move, the working
section 12 is further accelerated. In this manner, the pres-
ence of the third spring 3 makes it possible to cause the
working section 12 to move at a high speed during return,
too. Thus, the action of the operating section 11 and the
working section 12 during return is completed.

[0135] The working section 12 is moved by the fifth
spring 5 when the elastic energy stored in the fifth spring
5 is released. That is, the working section 12 is moved
at a high speed by the fifth spring 5 regardless of the
velocity of motion of the operating section 11 thatreturns.
[0136] The fifth spring 5, which is provided here to
cause the working section 12 to return, can be omitted.
For example, if the component, along the stroke axis S,
of the restoring force of the third spring 3 when the work-
ing section 12 is in the fourth position is upward (n2<90°)
and is larger than the sum of the retention force and the
restoring force of the first spring, the working section 12
can be caused by the restoring force of the third spring
to return to the third position. Further, in the presence of
a returning spring (fifth spring 5), the angle n1, which is
formed when the working section 12 is in the third posi-
tion, may be larger than 90°.

(FS Characteristic)
[0137] Fig. 22 is a diagram showing an FS character-

istic of the return mechanism 50 of the present embodi-
ment. The horizontal axis represents S (stroke) of the
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operating section 11, and the vertical axis represents F
(force). Fig. 22 shows the force of the fifth spring 5 (fifth
spring force) and the operating force. The operating force
that is required for operation at each stroke position is
equal to the repulsive force of the first spring. A positive
force indicates that an upward force is being applied to
the operating section 11 (in the direction from the second
position to the first position).

(Reference Example 2)
[0138]

(a) of Fig. 22 shows a configuration and FS charac-
teristics of Reference Example 2. A return mecha-
nism of Reference Example 2 is one obtained by
excluding the third spring 3 from the return mecha-
nism 50 of the present embodiment. Because of the
retention force acting on the working section 12, the
FS characteristic exhibits hysteresis. The first posi-
tion of the operating section 11 may vary between
the top dead center (S0) of the operating section 11
and the stroke S1. The second position of the oper-
ating section 11 may vary between the stroke S2 and
the bottom dead center (S3) of the operating section
11.

(During Operation)

[0139] The operating section 11 is displaced from the
top dead center (S0) of the operating section 11 by the
application of an operating force to the operating section
11. When the operating section 11 has reached the stroke
S2, the restoring force of the first spring 1 having been
compressed exceeds the sum of the retention force by
which the working section 12 is retained in the third po-
sition and the fifth spring force. Therefore, at the stroke
S2, the working section 12 is displaced from the third
position to the fourth position. Along with this displace-
ment, the first spring 1, which has has been compressed,
is released. Atthe same time, the operating force lowers,
too.

[0140] Afurtherincrease in stroke of the operating sec-
tion 11 from the stroke S2 causes the first spring 1 to be
compressed again, so thatthe operating force increases.

(During Return)

[0141] On the other hand, when a weaker external
force (operating force) is applied to the operating section
11, the first spring force causes the operating section 11
to return. The return of the operating section 11 in the
direction from the second position to the first position
causes the first spring 1 to become less compressed.
When the operating section 11 has reached the stroke
S1, the restoring force of the fifth spring 5 exceeds the
sum of the retention force by which the working section
12 is retained in the fourth position and the first spring
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force. Therefore, at the stroke S1, the working section
12 is displaced from the fourth position to the third posi-
tion. Along with this displacement, the first spring 1 is
compressed. At the same time, the return force increas-
es.

[0142] A further decrease in stroke of the operating
section 1 1 from the stroke S1 causes the first spring 1
to be less compressed.

(FS Characteristic of the Return Mechanism 50)
[0143]

(b) of Fig. 22 shows a configuration and FS charac-
teristic of the return mechanism 50 of the present
embodiment. As in Reference Example 2, the work-
ing section 12 moves from the third position to the
fourth position at the stroke S2, and the working sec-
tion 12 moves from the fourth position to the third
position at the stroke S1.

[0144] Since the return mechanism 50 is one obtained
by adding the third spring to that of Reference Example
2, displacement of the working section 12 from the third
position to the fourth position requires application of a
larger operating force to the operating section 11. Fur-
ther, as mentioned above, displacement of the working
section 12 to the fourth position causes the component,
along the stroke axis S, of the force of the third spring 3
to become smaller, assuming that the direction in which
the working section 12 returns from the fourth position to
the third position is positive. This makes it possible to
release the compression of the first spring 1 by setting a
longer distance for the working section 12 to move.
Therefore, the amount of decrease in operating force at
the stroke S2 is larger than the amount of decrease in
Reference Example 2. This gives a high click rate and a
satisfactory operational feeling. In Fig. 22, the shaded
areas represent energy that is provided to the working
section 12 during operation and return.

[0145] In the return mechanism 50 of the present em-
bodiment, greater energy can be provided to the working
section 12 than in Reference Example 2. That is, the
working section 12 can be moved at a high speed. In a
case where electric power is generated by a combination
of the working section 12 of the return mechanism 50
and the aforementioned power-generating module, a ki-
netic energy of the working section 12 can be made high,
and the amount of electric power that is generated can
therefore be made larger. Further, the amount of electric
power that is generated can be made larger (the working
section can be moved at a high speed) without a larger
magnetic force (retention force) being generated by the
magnet of the power-generating module.

[0146] This return mechanism 50 can be provided in a
switching arrangement as in the case of the aforemen-
tioned embodiment. Use of the return mechanism 50
makes it possible to perform a switching operation at a
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high speed. Further, in a case where the working section
12 as a movable contact for an electrode terminal, the
opening speed is so high that the duration of an arc that
is formed between the contact points is short and erosion
can be inhibited.

[Embodiment 11]

[0147] Astillanother embodiment of the presentinven-
tion is described below. The present embodiment differs
from Embodiment 10 in that the present embodiment in-
cludes a fourth spring for use in return instead of the fifth
spring.

(Configuration of a Return Mechanism 51)
[0148]

(b) of Fig. 23 shows a configuration and FS charac-
teristic of a return mechanism 51 of the present em-
bodiment. The fourth spring 4 allows the operating
section 11 and the working section 12 to return by
themselves.

[0149] The return mechanism 51 (acceleration mech-
anism) includes the operating section 11, the working
section 12, a base 13, a first spring 1, a third spring 3,
and the fourth spring 4. The fourth spring 4 connects the
operating section 11 and the base 13 to each other. The
base 13 needs only be fixed, and may be divided into
separate parts, namely a part to which the third spring 3
is connected and a part to which the fourth spring 4 is
connected. A direction of application of a force to the
operating section 11 by the fourth spring 4 is parallel to
a direction along which the operating section 11 is mov-
able.

[0150] As in Embodiment 10, the operating section 11
is displaced between the first position and the second
position according to an operating force, and the working
section 12 is displaced between the third position and
the fourth position. In the present embodiment, during
return, the fourth spring 4 causes the operating section
11 to return from the second position to the first position,
and the first spring 1, which has been elongated thereby,
pulls the working section 12 so as to cause the working
section 12 to return from the fourth position to the third
position.

[0151] The third spring 3 acts at an oblique angle to
the direction of motion of the working section 12. There-
fore, the component, along the stroke axis S, of the re-
storing force of the third spring 3 acting on the working
section 12 (i.e. the component in which the direction in
which the working section 12 returns is positive) is smaller
when the working section 12 is in the fourth position than
inthe third position, and monotonically decreases. There-
fore, when the working section 12 starts to move from
the third position to the fourth position, a repulsive force
by the third spring 3 becomes gradually smaller. There-
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fore, when the working section 12 starts to move, the
working section 12 is further accelerated. Further, during
return, too, when the working section 12 starts to move
from the fourth position to the third position, the working
section 12 is accelerated by an increasing force compo-
nent of the third spring 3 along the stroke axis S.

(FS Characteristic of the Return Mechanism 51)
[0152]

(b) of Fig. 23 shows the force of the fourth spring 4
(fourth spring force), the force of the first spring 1
(first spring force), and the operating force. The op-
erating force that is required for operation at each
stroke position is the resultant of the first spring force
and the fourth spring force. A positive force indicates
that an upward force is being applied to the operating
section 11 (in the direction from the second position
to the first position). The working section 12 moves
from the third position to the fourth position at the
stroke S2 during operation, and the working section
12 moves from the fourth position to the third position
at the stroke S1 during return.

[0153] For reference, (a) of Fig. 23 shows the config-
uration and FS characteristic of Reference Example 1.
The return mechanism 100 of Reference Example 1 is
one obtained by excluding the third spring 3 from the
return mechanism 51 of the present embodiment. In Ref-
erence Example 1, when the accelerating spring force of
the accelerating spring 111 acting on the working section
102 exceeds a retention force Fr by which the working
section 12 is retained in the third position, the working
section 12 moves to the fourth position. Further, during
return, when the accelerating spring force of the accel-
erating spring 111 acting on the working section 102 ex-
ceeds a retention force Fr by which the working section
12 is retained in the fourth position, the working section
12 moves to the third position.

[0154] In the return mechanism 51, when the force of
the first spring 1 acting on the working section 12 exceeds
the sum of the retention force Fr by which the working
section 12 is retained in the third position and a compo-
nent F1-cosn1, along the stroke axis S, of the force of
the third spring 3, the working section 12 moves to the
fourth position. Note here that F1 is the restoring force
of the third spring 3 in the third position. The position of
the stroke S2 in the graph is to the right in comparison
with Reference Example 1. Further, during return, when
the force of the first spring 1 acting on the working section
12 exceeds the sum of the retention force Fr by which
the working section 12 is retained in the fourth position
and a component F2-cosn2, along the stroke axis S, of
the force of the third spring 3, the working section 12
moves to the third position. Note here that F2 is the re-
storing force of the third spring 3 in the fourth position.
The figure shows a case where n2>90°, and the position
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of the stroke S1 in the graph is to the left in comparison
with Reference Example 1. In a case where n2<90°, the
position of the stroke S1 in the graph is to the right in
comparison with Reference Example 1. Note that
F1-cosn1>F2-cosn2. Therefore, inthe return mechanism
51, the interval between the strokes S1 and S2 is larger
than that of Reference Example 1.

[0155] Since the return mechanism 51 is one obtained
by adding the third spring 3 to that of Reference Example
1, displacement of the working section 12 from the third
position to the fourth position requires application of a
larger operating force to the operating section 11. Fur-
ther, as mentioned above, displacement of the working
section 12 to the fourth position causes the component,
along the stroke axis S, of the force of the third spring 3
to become smaller, assuming that the direction in which
the working section 12 returns from the fourth position to
the third position is positive. This makes it possible to
increase elastic energy that is stored in the first spring 1
and released. This gives a high click rate and a satisfac-
tory operational feeling. In Fig. 23, the shaded areas rep-
resent energy that is provided to the working section 12
during operation and return.

[0156] In the return mechanism 51 of the present em-
bodiment, greater energy can be provided to the working
section 12 than in Reference Example 1. That is, the
working section 12 can be moved at a high speed. In a
case where electric power is generated by a combination
of the working section 12 of the return mechanism 51
and the aforementioned power-generating module, the
amount of electric power that is generated can be made
larger. Further, as in Embodiment 10, the return mech-
anism 51 can also be used in a switching arrangement.
[0157] Note that, as in the aforementioned embodi-
ments, the return mechanisms 50 and 51 may be con-
figured such thatthe operating section 11 and the working
section 12 rotate. Note that such a second spring for use
in return as that described in Embodiment 1 can also be
added to the operating section 11 of each of the return
mechanisms 50 and 51. Further, as in the aforemen-
tioned embodiments, any spring can be used. Further,
the fifth spring 5 may be an elastic body (spring) con-
tained in a power-generating element.

[Summary]

[0158] In one aspect of the present invention, a return
mechanism for an operating section and a working sec-
tion includes: the operating section; the working section;
a base; a first spring that acts between the operating
section and the working section; and a second spring
that acts between the operating section and the base,
the operating section being moved from a first position
to a second position by an external force and being
moved from the second position to the first position by a
force that is applied from the second spring, the working
section being moved between a third position and a fourth
position in response to a motion of the operating section
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between the first position and the second position, the
first spring causing the working section to be moved by
elastic energy stored by at least either an external force
that is applied to the operating section or the force that
is applied from the second spring, the second spring
causing the operating section to be returned to the first
position by elastic energy stored by the external force
that is applied to the operating section, in a case where
the working section is in at least either the third position
or the fourth position, a retention force that causes the
working section to be retained in that position acting on
the working section, a direction in which the force of the
second spring is applied to the operating section when
the operating section is in the first position being not par-
allel to a direction in which the force of the second spring
is applied to the operating section when the operating
section is in the second position, a component which, of
the force of the second spring, acts in adirection of motion
ofthe operating section being smaller when the operating
section is in the second position than in the first position,
assuming that a direction of return of the operating sec-
tion is positive.

[0159] According to the foregoing configuration, for ex-
ample in a case where the retention force acts in the third
position, elastic energy is stored in the first spring and
the second springinresponse to a motion of the operating
section from the first position to the second position.
When an influence exerted by a restoring force of the
first spring exceeds the retention force, the elastic energy
stored in the first spring is released, so that the working
section can be moved at a high speed regardless of the
speed of operation. Similarly, in a case where the reten-
tion force acts in the fourth position, the working section
can be moved at a high speed during return. Further, the
direction in which the force of the second spring is applied
changes according to a position of the operating section.
This makes it possible to change, according to the direc-
tion in which the force of the second spring is applied, a
component which, of a restoring force of the second
spring, acts in the direction of motion of the operating
section.

[0160] Note here that the second spring is provided to
cause the operating section and the working section to
return to the first position and the third position, respec-
tively. According to the foregoing configuration, the com-
ponent which, of the force of the second spring, acts in
the direction of motion of the operating section is smaller
when the operating section is in the second position than
in the first position. This makes it possible to lower the
maximum value of an external force that is required for
operation of the operating section.

[0161] The return mechanism may be configured such
that a direction of a force that the second spring applies
to the operating section when the operating section is in
the first position is at an oblique angle to a direction along
which the operating section moves.

[0162] Forexamplein a case where the operating sec-
tion is translated, a force with which the second spring
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causes the operating section in the second position to
return can be reduced, as the direction of the force that
the second spring applies to the operating section is at
an oblique angle to the direction along which the operat-
ing section moves.

[0163] The return mechanism may be configured such
that: when the operating section is released from the ex-
ternal force, a resultant force of the first spring and the
second spring causes the operating section to return from
the second position to the first position; and a force of
the first spring as generated by the return of the operating
section causes the working section to return from the
fourth position to the third position.

[0164] The return mechanism may be configured such
that: the force that the second spring applies when the
operating section is in the second position is larger than
the force that the second spring applies when the oper-
ating section is in the first position; and assuming that 6
is an angle between a direction in which an operating
point of the operating section returns, the operating point
being a point at which the second spring is connected to
the operating section, and a direction in which the force
of the second spring is applied to the operating section,
|cos6| is smaller when the operating section is in the sec-
ond position than when the operating section is in the
first position.

[0165] According to the foregoing configuration, the
component which, of the force of the second spring, acts
in the direction of motion of the operating section be-
comes smaller according to |cos6|. This makes it possible
to reduce the force with which the second spring causes
the operating section in the second position to return.
[0166] The return mechanism may be configured such
that during displacement of the operating section from
the first position to the second position, the component
which, of the force of the second spring, acts in the di-
rection of motion of the operating section monotonically
decreases.

[0167] According to the foregoing configuration, the
force with which the second spring causes the operating
section to return can be reduced as the operating section
is displaced from the first position to the second position.
[0168] The second spring may be a torsion spring or
a plate spring.

[0169] Inone aspect of the present invention, a power
generator may be configured to include: the return mech-

anism; a magnet; and a caoil, _t ﬁ,, power generator
inducing a current in the coil by causing a magnetic flux
of the magnet that passes through the coil to change in
tandem with a motion of the working section.

[0170] Inone aspectof the presentinvention, a switch-
ing arrangement may be configured to include: the return
mechanism; and a transmitter, the transmitter transmit-
ting a signal to an external device according to a position
of the operating section.

[0171] In one aspect of the present invention, an ac-
celeration mechanism for a working section, the accel-
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eration mechanism comprising: an operating section; the
working section; a base; a first spring that acts between
the operating section and the working section; and a third
spring that acts between the working section and the
base, the operating section being moved from a first po-
sition to a second position by an external force, the work-
ing section being moved between a third position and a
fourth position in response to a motion of the operating
section between the first position and the second posi-
tion, the first spring causing the working section to be
moved by elastic energy stored by an external force that
is applied to the operating section, in a case where the
working section is in at least either the third position or
the fourth position, a retention force that causes the work-
ing section to be retained in that position acting on the
working section, a direction in which the force of the third
spring is applied to the working section when the working
section is in the third position being not parallel to a di-
rection in which the force of the third spring is applied to
the working section when the working section is in the
fourth position, a component which, of the force of the
third spring, acts in a direction of motion of the working
section being smaller when the working section is in the
fourth position than in the third position, assuming that a
direction of return of the working section from the fourth
position to the third position is positive.

[0172] According to the foregoing configuration, for ex-
ample in a case where the retention force acts in the third
position, elastic energy is stored in the first spring in re-
sponse to a motion of the operating section from the first
position to the second position. When an influence ex-
erted by a restoring force of the first spring exceeds the
sum of a component, along the direction of motion, of a
restoring force of the third spring and the retention force,
the elastic energy stored in the first spring is released,
so that the working section can be moved at a high speed
regardless of the speed of operation. Similarly, in a case
where the retention force acts in the fourth position, the
working section can be moved at a high speed during
return. Further, the direction in which the force of the third
spring is applied changes according to a position of the
operating section. This makes it possible to change, ac-
cording to the direction in which the force of the third
spring is applied, the component which, of the restoring
force of the third spring, acts in the direction of motion of
the operating section.

[0173] According to the foregoing configuration, the
component which, of the force of the third spring, acts in
the direction of motion of the working section is smaller
when the working section is in the fourth position than in
the third position. This makes it possible to further accel-
erate the working section that has started to move.
[0174] The acceleration mechanism may further in-
clude a fourth spring that acts between the operating sec-
tion and the base, wherein the fourth spring causes the
operating section to be returned to the first position by
elastic energy stored by the external force that is applied
to the operating section.
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[0175] The acceleration mechanism may further in-
clude afifth spring that acts between the working section
and the base, wherein the fifth spring causes the working
section to be returned to the third position by elastic en-
ergy stored by a motion of the working section from the
third position to the fourth position.

[0176] A direction of aforce that the third spring applies
to the working section when the working section is in the
third position may be at an oblique angle to a direction
along which the working section moves.

[0177] The acceleration mechanism may be config-
ured such that assuming that 6 is an angle between a
direction in which a connection point of the working sec-
tion returns, the connection point being a point at which
the third spring is connected to the working section, and
adirection in which the force of the third spring is applied
to the working section, cos6 is smaller when the working
section is in the fourth position than when the working
section is in the third position.

[0178] According to the foregoing configuration, the
component which, of the force of the third spring, acts in
the direction of motion of the working section becomes
smaller according to cos6. This makes it possible to ac-
celerate a motion of the working section from the third
position or a motion of the working section from the fourth
position to the third position.

[0179] The acceleration mechanism may be config-
ured such that during displacement of the working section
from the third position to the fourth position, the compo-
nent which, of the force of the third spring, acts in the
direction of motion of the working section monotonically
decreases, assuming that the direction of return of the
working section from the fourth position to the third po-
sition is positive.

[0180] According to the foregoing configuration, the
working section that has started to move can be further
accelerated by the first spring, as a repulsive force by
the third spring in response to a motion of the working
section monotonically decreases.

[0181] The retention force may be a magnetic force.
[0182] The acceleration mechanism may be config-
ured such that the working section may be configured to
rotate from the third position to the fourth position.

[0183] The third spring may be a torsion spring or a
plate spring.
[0184] Inone aspectof the presentinvention, a switch-

ing arrangement includes: the acceleration mechanism;
and a transmitter, the transmitter transmitting a signal to
an external device according to a position of the operating
section.

[0185] Inone aspect of the present invention, a power
generator includes: the acceleration mechanism; a mag-
net; and a coil, the power generator inducing a current
in the coil by causing a magnetic flux of the magnet that
passes through the coil to change in tandem with a motion
of the working section.

[0186] In one aspect of the present invention, a trans-
mitter includes the power generator, the transmitter
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transmitting a signal to an external device by using elec-
tric power generated by the power generator.

[0187] Inone aspect of the presentinvention, a switch-
ing arrangement include the transmitter, the transmitter
transmitting a signal to the external device according to
a position of the operating section.

[0188] The present invention is not limited to the de-
scription of the embodiments above, but may be altered
by a skilled person within the scope of the claims. An
embodiment based on a proper combination of technical
means disclosed in different embodiments is encom-
passed in the technical scope of the present invention.

Industrial Applicability

[0189] The present invention is applicable to a return
mechanism, an acceleration mechanism, a power gen-
erator, a transmitter, and a switching arrangement.

Reference Signs List
[0190]

1 First spring

2 Second spring

3 Third spring

4 Fourth spring

5 Fifth spring

10, 30 to 36 Return mechanism
11 Operating section

11a Operating point

12 Working section

12a Working point

12e Connection point

13 Base

14 Plunger

21a, 21b Magnet

23a, 23b Adhesive body
24 Elastic body

40 Switching arrangement
41 Housing

42 Coil

43a, 43b Yoke

44 Magnet

45 Transmitter

50, 51 Return mechanism (acceleration mechanism)

Claims

1. An acceleration mechanism (50,51) for a working
section (12), the acceleration mechanism compris-

ing:

an operating section (11);

the working section;

a base (13);

afirst spring (1) that acts between the operating
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section and the working section; and
a third spring (3) that acts between the working
section and the base,

the operating section being moved from a first posi-
tion to a second position by an external force,

the working section being moved between a third
position and a fourth position in response to a motion
of the operating section between the first position
and the second position,

the first spring causing the working section to be
moved by elastic energy stored by an external force
that is applied to the operating section,

in a case where the working section is in at least
either the third position or the fourth position, a re-
tention force that causes the working section to be
retained in that position acting on the working sec-
tion,

a direction in which the force of the third spring is
applied to the working section when the working sec-
tion is in the third position being not parallel to a di-
rection in which the force of the third spring is applied
to the working section when the working section is
in the fourth position,

during displacement of the working section from the
third position to the fourth position, a component
which, of the force of the third spring, acts in a direc-
tion of motion of the working section monotonically
decreases, assuming that a direction of return of the
working section from the fourth position to the third
position is positive.

The acceleration mechanisms as set forth in claim
1, further comprising a fourth spring (4) that acts be-
tween the operating section and the base, wherein
the fourth spring causes the operating section to be
returned to the first position by elastic energy stored
by the external force that is applied to the operating
section.

The acceleration mechanisms as set forth in claim
1 or 2, further comprising a fifth spring (5) that acts
between the working section and the base, wherein
the fifth spring causes the working section to be re-
turned to the third position by elastic energy stored
by a motion of the working section from the third po-
sition to the fourth position.

The acceleration mechanism as set forth in any one
of claims 1 to 3, wherein a direction of a force that
the third spring applies to the working section when
the working section is in the third position is at an
oblique angle to a direction along which the working
section moves.

The acceleration mechanism as set forth in any one
of claims 1 to 4, wherein assuming that 6 is an angle
between a direction in which a connection point of
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the working section returns, the connection point be-
ing a point at which the third spring is connected to
the working section, and a direction in which the force
of the third spring is applied to the working section,
cosO is smaller when the working section is in the
fourth position than when the working section is in
the third position.

The acceleration mechanism as set forth in any one
of claims 1to 5, wherein the retention force is a mag-
netic force.

The acceleration mechanism as set forth in any one
of claims 1 to 6, wherein the working section rotates
from the third position to the fourth position.

The acceleration mechanism as set forth in any one
of claims 1 to 7, wherein the third spring is a torsion
spring or a plate spring.

A switching arrangement (40) comprising:

an acceleration mechanism (50, 51) as set forth
in any one of claims 1 to 8; and
a transmitter (45),

the transmitter transmitting a signal to an external
device according to a position of the operating sec-
tion.

A power generator(46) comprising:

an acceleration mechanism (50, 51) as set forth
in any one of claims 1 to 8;

a magnet (44); and

a coil (42),

the power generator inducing a current in the coil by
causing a magnetic flux of the magnet that passes
through the coil to change in tandem with a motion
of the working section.

A transmitter (45) comprising a power generator(46)
as set forth in claim 10,

the transmitter transmitting a signal to an external
device by using electric power generated by the pow-
er generator.

A switching arrangement (40) comprising a transmit-
ter (45) as set forth in claim 11,

the transmitter transmitting a signal to the external
device according to a position of the operating sec-
tion.
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