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7:Claimsi (C12-29) 

This invention relates to foundation garments, tending from the upper edge of the garmer 
of the girdle or corset type, adapted to mold and its lower edge. The front panel. Otis prefera 
confine portions of the figure oft . . . . cut in the shape of two trapezoids, inverted in 
Aprimary object of the invent and joined along the long 

provide a foundation garment: 
tively light but s 
addition to its usual functions, to control and 
confine the hips, of the w - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

to 25 
facilitate application of the garment to the body. 
The arrangement is such that a perfectly smooth. 
contouris provided which adapts the garment to 
be worn beneath outer garments of any desired 
form. - 30 

The foregoing objects are attained by the pro 
vision of special control panels, having a particu 
lar form- and construction; disposed in a certain, 
manner at the sides of the garment, over the hips. 
These panels perform the desired effect upon 35 
the hips- without, however, restricting the free 
dom-of-expansion of the garment at the waist 
line and around the thighs. ... ". 
Other objects, features, and advantages of the 

invention will appear from the detailed descript. 40 
tion of an illustrative form of the same which 
will now be given in conjunction with the accom 
panying drawings, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a front view of an illustrative form of 
the garment laid flat; - - - - - - 45 cons 

Fig.2 is a back view of said garment; - 
Fig. 3 is a detail view showing a portion of the 

garment as viewed-from the right side of the 
wearer; and - - - - 

Fig. 4 is a similar detail view, showing a por- 50 ol 
tion of a modified form of the garment, as viewed 
from the left side of the wearer. 

Referring-now to the drawi 
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dicated. The form of stitching employed to con 
nect the various panels together should be of a 
type permitting elongation or stretch in a di 
rection lengthwise of the seam if the panels are . 
formed of material having the capability of 
vertical stretch. The upper edge of the garnent 
is preferably reinforced by a tape 24, preferably 
formed of elastic material, which completely en 
circles the garment and is stitched thereto along 
the lines of stitching indicated. This stitching 
is also preferably of a type capable of extension 
so as not to interfere with the lateral elasticity 
of the upper end of the garment. Similarly, the 
lower edge of the garment is reinforced by an 
elastic tape 25 completely encircling the same 
and Secured by the same type of Stitching. 

Referring now to Fig. 3, the side panel is cut 
away in a substantially elliptical area from a point 
26, below the upper edge of the panel, along a 
Smoothly curved line 27 forming one side of the 
ellipse down to a point 28 some distance up from 
the lower edge of the panel. A correspondingly 
curved edge 29 is provided at the opposite side of 
the cut-out to complete the ellipse which has its 
major axis from 26 to 28 disposed along the axil 
lar line of the body of the wearer. The Inaximum 
width of the ellipse, between the points A and B, 
is disposed along the hip line of the wearer, i. e. 
at the point of maximum girth around the hips. 
Underlying the panel , in the region of the ellip- : 
tical cut-away portion, is a section 30 of mate 
rial having Substantially no capability of stretch 
in a lateral direction, i. e. around the body of 
the wearer. If the panel is formed of one-way 
Stretch elastic, the Section 30 may be formed of 
non-elastic material. However, if the panel if 
is formed of two-Way stretch elastic, the section 
30 is preferably formed of one-way elastic mate 
rial capable of stretching vertically, or lengthwise 
of the garment, but not laterally around the body 
of the wearer. Section 30 is firmly secured to 
the panel along the edges 27 and 29. The 
Stitching employed for this purpose should be of 
a type permitting extensibility of the seams if the 
Section 3 and the material of the side panel are 4. 
capable of stretching vertically. Preferably the 
Section 3 is shaped to conform with the elliptical 
Opening or cut-a-Way portion of the panel and 
it is sufficiently larger than the cut-away portion 
to enable firm attachment, in the manner ex 
plained, without danger of pulling out the seams. 
However, the section 30 may, if desired, be of any 
other suitable configuration so long as it is stitched 
to the panel along the lines of the opening 
therein and is free of the panel outwardly of 
those lines. It will be understood, in this con 
nection, that the section 30 may be secured to 
the panel by a plurality of lines of stitching, 
if desired, so long as the outermost lines of stitch 
ing conform with the general contour of the lines 
27 and 29. In fact, the panel may, if desired, 
be left intact instead of providing it with the 
cut-out opening indicated and described, so long 
as the section 39 is stitched to the side panel 
along lines corresponding generally with the lines 
27 and 29. The area within the lines 2 and 29 
may, in this event, be provided with any other 
lines of stitching which may be considered desir 
able from the standpoint of appearance. These 
curement of the section 30 to the elastic material 
of the panel f along lines extending generally 
in the direction of the lines 27 and 29 will elimi 
nate the lateral stretch of this elastic material 
within the area defined by those lines so that the 
presence of any part or all of the material of 

O 

40 

5 hipline of the weare'. 

4. 
panel f within this area will not modify the 
stretchability of this area of the panel or of the 
panel as a whole. Therefore, it is possible to 
provide the cut-out portion of the panel with a 
Scalloped edge, for example, creating any artistic 
design within the area, defined by the lines of 
Stitching 27 and 29. Or Such a design may be 
provided within the specified area, without cutting 
away any of the elastic material of panel . 
Moreover, while the elliptical form of the area. 
defined by the lines 2 and 29 is preferred, this 
may be modified, if desired. For example, the 
area. Over Which lateral Stretching of the Section 

is inhibited may be diamond shaped or pro 
vided with a scalloped outline following generally 
the contour of the edges 27 and 29. It is pri 
marily important that the area in which the lat 
eral stretch of the panel is substantially elimi 
anted should extend in a generally divergent di 
rection from a point, or relatively narrow line, in 
the region of the point 26 to the points A and B 
On a line extending along the hip-line and should 
then extend in a generally convergent direction 
toward the point 28, or a relatively narrow line in 
the region of the point 28. For the sake of light 
neSS, durability, elimination of bulk, Smoothness of 
Surface, and the like, the arrangement illustrated 
in Fig. 3, in which the material of panel f is 
cut away along the edges 27 and 29, is preferred. 
The Overall length of the garment may be varied 

to Suit the requirements, but in the preferred form 
it extends from a position well above the waist 
line to a position below the buttocks where it 
encircles the thighs of the wearer. The point 26, 
at the upper end of the cut-away portion of the 
Side panel, is preferably positioned at or slightly 
below the Waistline while the point 28 is posi 
tioned at least a slight distance upwardly from 
the lower edge of the garment. This provides for 
the full Stretching of the side panels at and above 
the Waistline and around the thighs, while the 
Stretch over the hips is gradually decreased from 
the waistline to the hip line and then increased 
toward a line encircling the thighs, 

Panel 2 may be of the same construction as 
the panel i, if desired, having in mind the re 
verse arrangement of the longitudinally extend 
ing edges at the back and front of the garment. 
The tubular member forming the garment, may 
thus be permanently closed throughout its length, 
if desired. To facilitate application of the gar 
ment to the body, however, it may be provided 
With an opening extending downwardly from 
the upper edge to a point substantially along the 

This opening may be lo 
cated at any suitable point around the garment 
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and Inay be closed by an appropriate fastening 
ineans. Preferably such means are of the slide 
fasteiner type to facilitate closing of the opening. 
In the preferred construction the opening in 
dicated is located at the left side of the garment, 
in axial alignment With the cut-away portion of 
the Side panel or the Vertical axis of the stretch 
control section 38. Thus, the opening is prefer 
ably disposed along the axillar line of the body 
of the Wearer. This arrangement is illustrated 
in Fig. 4, in which the left side panel 2 is shown 
as being provided with an elliptical cut-out, hav 
ing the upper end of its major axis positioned at 
a point 26c below the upper edge of the gar 
ment, Substantially along the waistline of the 
Wearer. The cutaway or stretch restricted area 
is defined by Sweepingly curved edges 3 and 
32 which first diverge and then converge to a 
point 28d above the lower edge of the garment, 
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The maximum width of the cut-away area is 
located along a line C-D substantially at the: 
hip line of the wearer. A section 33 of material 
similar to the section 38-is-positioned beneath 
the cut away area and is stitched to-the-edges-3. 
and 32-in the manner explained-in-connection 
with section. 30. A slit or opening is provided 
from the upper edge of the panel-2 along-an 
extension of the line, from 280, to 26a and this 
slit or opening extends downwardly...to a-Suitable: 
point: 34, which is preferably- along or below the 
line C-D. A.; Slide fastener vis: preferably- pro 
vided for closing the opening thus provided, the 
interengaging and interlocking elements. 35 of 
the fasterner being carried by tapes suitably se 
cured to the free edges of the opening. A-rider's 
36, of well-known form, is adapted to slidesalong, 
the fastening elements...to; interengage...and dise 
engage...the Sane. 
To stiffen the upper, portion of the garment 

and assist in Inaintaining it in proper position. 
on the body, suitable boning may be: provided. 
This may suitably include: a pair of stays 3 and 
38; at the front of the garment, preferably...inc. 
clined slightly to the vertical along lines parallel 
with the edges 6 and of the front panel. In 
the rear of the garment similar stayS. 39.and: 3, 
preferably of somewhat greater length ... than 
those at the front, are provided, these being 
preferably carried by the back panel 3 and dis-, 
posed adjacent to and parallel. With the edges 2 
and 22 thereof. Similar stays 4 and 2 may be, 
provided at the sides of the garment, these being: 
preferably disposed in vertical alignment with 
the axes of the elliptical cut-outs formed in the: 
side panels. It will be understood that suitable. 
pockets, to receive, and retain the stays may be, 
formed by tapes appropriately stitched to the: 
various panels at the desired points. If the side. 
opening described above is provided, in the man-l. 
ner indicated in Fig. 4, the stay 4 will, of course, 
be omitted. A corresponding stiffening, action is: 
provided in this case by the slide fastener means. 
Suitable garter attachments. 43 may be provided 
along the lower edge of the garment at appro 
priate points. 
While a preferred embodiment of the invention 

and Some possible modifications have. been de 
scribed in considerable detail, it will be under 
stood that various other changes may be made 
in the construction and arrangement of the 
various parts without departing from the general 
principles and scope of the invention. For ex 
ample, the body, encircling member may, if de 
sired, be formed completely of elastic material, 
either of the one-way stretch type having ability. 
to stretch in a lateral direction around the body 
of the wearer or of the two-way stretch type of 
elastic material. capable of stretching longi 
tudinally as well as laterally. So also, when the 
garment is formed of a plurality--of panels of 
material of the same or different types, these 
may be shaped and arranged in a variety of dif 
ferent. Ways. It is primarily important that 
laterally elastic material be provided from top 
to bottom of the side portions, of the garment 
and that lateral stretch be eliminated or con 
trolled in areas, of the character indicated, over 
the hips. An advantageous feature of the pre 
ferred construction, illustrated, however, is that 
the form of the front and rear panels are, such 
that the elastic side panels Will have a maximum 
circumferential dimension adjacent the lower 
end of the garment and a minimum circumferen 
tial dimension in a zone between the waist-line 
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6. 
and the hip-line of the -wearer. The-circum 
ferential dimension of the elastic side panels-in 
creases gradually, both upwardly and downwards. 
ly, from the zone of minimum-dimension. This: 
phase of the preferred embodiment of "the...in 
vention combines, with: the stretch. controlling: 
function of the sections. 3)and 33,...applied to the 
indicated areas over, the hips of the wearer, to: 
attain. most advantageously. all of the objects: 
hereinabove set.forth. 
What I claim is: 
1. A foundation... garment comprising...a body. 

encircling members adapted to extendly from .a. 
point at or above the Waistline of the Wearer to a 
point below... the buttocks, said: member. being 
formed, at least in part of elastic material car. 
pable...of stretching and exerting a confining-force. 
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in as direction aroundi, the...body of the ... Wearer. 
throughout the Vertical length of the -member, 
said elastic material...being disposed-at-least: in 
part so as-to-extend around the sides of the wearer. 
from a line-at the back to a line-at-the-front, and 
means comprising sections of material having 
substantially no stretch in a direction around the 
body positioned in the region of the hips-of-the 
wearer, one of said sections being stitched to said 
elastic material at each Side of the member along 
lines each of which extends-from a point below 
the upper edge of the member to a point above 
the lower edge of the member, said lines of stitch 
ing at each side extending in generally divergent 
directions from the upper end of said section to 
the region of the hip lines and extending in gen, 
erally convergent directions from said region to 
ward the lower end of said section. 

2. A foundation garment comprising a body en 
circling member adapted to extend from a point 
at or above the waistline of the wearer to a point 
below the buttocks, said member being formed 
at least in part of elastic material capable of 
stretching and exerting a confining force in a di 
rection around the body of the wearer through 
out the vertical length of the member, said elastic. 

5 material being disposed at least in part So as to 
extend around the sides of the wearer from a line. 
at the back to a line at the front, and means. 
comprising sections of material having substan. 
tially no stretch in a direction around the body. 
positioned in the region of the hips of the wearer, 
one of said sections being stitched to said elastic, 
material at each side of the member along lines. 
each of which extends from a point below... the 
upper edge of the member to a point above the. 
lower edge of the member, said lines of stitching, 
at each side extending in generally divergent...di, 
rections from the upper end of said section to.the, 
region of the hip line and extending in general 
ly convergent directions from said region toward 
the lower end of said section, said lines of stitch. 
ing at each side of the garment serving to enclose. 
an area of generally elliptical form. 
3. A foundation garment comprising a body en 

circling member adapted to extend from a point, 
at or above the waistline of the wearer to a point 
below the buttocks, said member being formed 
at least in part of elastic material capable. of 
stretching and exerting a confining-forces in a 
direction, around the body of the wearer through 
out the verticallength of the member, portions of 
said elastic material extending around the sides. 
of the Wearer from a line at the back to a line at 
the front, each of Said portions being cut-away in 
a region overlying one of the hips of the wearer 

  



7 
along lines extending in generally divergent di 
rections from a position below the upper edge of 
said member to substantially the line of maxi 
mum girth around the hips and then extending 
in generally convergent directions to a position 
above the lower edge of Said member, and a Sec 
tion of material having substantially no stretch 
in a direction around the body Stitched to the 
edges of each of said portions provided by Said 
cut-away regions, the arrangement being Such 
that stretching of Said member in a direction 
around the body is prevented in each of said cut 
away regions but is permitted in areas directly 
above and below Said regions. 

4. A foundation garment comprising a body en 
circling member adapted to extend from a point 
at or above the waistline of the Wearer to a point 
below the buttocks, said member having portions 
at the sides thereof formed of two-way Stretch 
elastic material, each of Said portions extending 
the full length of the member around one of the 
sides of the Wearer from a line at the back to a 
line at the front, and means comprising Sections 
of material having substantially no stretch in a 
direction around the body but being capable of 
Stretching longitudinally of Said member posi 
tioned in the region of the hips of the Wearer, one 
of Said Sections being Stitched to said elastic ma 
terial at each Side of the member along lines each 
of which extends from a point below the upper 
edge of the member to a point above the lower 
edge of the member, Said lines of Stitching at 
each Side extending in generally divergent direc 

Convergent directions from Said region toward 
the lower end of said Section. 

5. A foundation gariment comprising a body en 
circling member adapted to extend from a point 

below the buttocks, Said member comprising two 
side panels, a front panel and a rear panel each 
extending the full length of said member, said 
four panels being Successively Stitched together 
along at least a portion of their adjoining edges 
into permanently connected tubular form, said 
Side panels being formed of elastic material ca 
pable of Stretching and exerting a confining force 

front and rear panels being Substantially inca 
pable of Stretching in said direction, said side 
panels being so shaped as to provide greater cir 
cumferential dimensions at their upper and lower 
edges than in a region intermediate said edges, 
each of Said Side panels having stitched thereto 
a Section of material having substantially no 
stretch in a direction around the body, said sec 
tions being So disposed as to extend over the 
hips of the Wearer and being stitched to said side 
panels along lines each of which extends from a 
point below the upper edge of the member to a 
point above the lower edge of the member, said 
lines of stitching at each side extending in gen 
erally divergent directions from the upper end of 
Said Section to the region of the hip line and 
extending in generally convergent directions from 
Said region toward the lower end of said section. 

6. A foundation garment comprising a body en 
circling member adapted to extend from a point 
at or above the waistline of the wearer to a point 
below the buttocks, said member comprising two 

tions from the upper end of said section to the 
region of the hip line and extending in generally 

at or above the waistline of the wearer to a point 

in a direction around the body of the wearer, said. 
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side panels, a front panel and a rear panel each 
extending the full length of said member, said 
four panels being successively stitched together 
along at least a portion of their adjoining edges 
into permanently connected tubular form, said 
Side panels being formed of two-Way Stretch elas 
tic material, said front and back panels being 
formed Of One-Way Stretch elastic material SO 
disposed as to enable stretching of the same lon 
gitudinally of the member but not transversely 
thereof, each of Said side panels having stitched 
thereto a Section of material having Substan 
tially no stretch in a direction around the body 
but being capable of Stretching longitudinally of 
Said member, Said Sections being so disposed as 
to extend over the hips of the Wearer and being 
Stitched to said side panels along lines each of 
Which extends from a point below the upper edge 
of the member to a point above the lower edge 
of the member, said lines of Stitching at each side 
extending in generally divergent directions from 
the upper end of Said Section to the region of the 
hip line and extending in generally convergent 
directions from said region toward the lower end 
of Said Section, the maximum width of the area, 
defined by Said lines of stitching at each side of 
said member being Substantially less than that 
of Said front and rear panels. 

7. A foundation garment comprising a body en 
circling member adapted to extend from a point 
at or above the waistline of the wearer to a point 
below the buttocks, said member being formed 
at least in part of elastic material capable of 
Stretching and exerting a confining force in a di 
rection around the body of the wearer through 
out the vertical length of the member, said elas 
tic material being disposed at least in part so as 
to extend around the sides of the wearer from a 
line at the back to a line at the front, and means 
comprising Sections of material having substan 
tially no stretch in a direction around the body 
positioned in the region of the hips of the wearer, 
One of said Sections being stitched to said elastic 
material at each side of the member along lines 
each of which extends from a point below the up 
per edge of the member to a point above the 
lower edge of the member, said lines of stitching 
at each side extending in generally divergent di 
rections from the upper end of said section to the 
region of the hip line and extending in generally 
convergent directions from said region toward the 
lower end of said section, the area defined by 
Said lines of Stitching at each side of said mem 
ber being Substantially symmetrically disposed 
in relation to the axillar line of the body of the 
Wearer. 
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