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3. Claims..

l .

This apphcatlon relates to Venetian blinds and:

in partlculal to ah improved slat the1 efor and. ¥
method of manufactumng the same.

The" partlcular obJect of-this 1nvent1on is- to
produce a slat Tor a Venetian blind Whlch is
translucent and thns w1ll transnut a predeter-

opemng

Another object, of this invention is to provide
an 1mproved method of manufacturmg Venetla.n‘
blind slats wherein the cost of the slat is reduced:
and the 1esu1t1ng product 1s of h1gh quahty

Stili another object is to provide a bl1nd slat
and method of maklng wherem the slat may be
one color on one side and another color on the
other s1de, thereby enhancmg 1ts value in decora-
t1ve schemies,
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‘Still another object is to provide a Venetmn_‘

blind slat so formed that there are no rough edges
thereon to wear the adJustmg tapes and cords ‘of
the blind structure.

Still another object is to provide a two-color
Venetian blind slat, which is so constructed that
the color on either side’ is predommant from that
side throughout the adJustment of the bhnd from
a closed to a horizontal position.,

These and other objects and advantages will
become more apparent upon reference to the fol-
lowmg specxﬁcatlon and ‘accompanying drawmgs
in which:

F1gure 1 is a front view of.a Venetian blind
havmg slats constructed accordmg to my mven-
tion;

Figure 2 is an enlarged fragmentary section
taken substantially on the line 2—2 of Figure 1;

Figure 3 is an enlarged plan view over a por-
tion of a blind slat showing more exactly the pro-
portions thereof;

Figure 4 is a perspective view showing the blind
slat in the process of being assembled; and

Figure 5 is a view illustrating how the assem-
bled blind is sealed along the edges thereof.

Referring to Figure 1, there is shown a window
opening at 10 within which is suspended a Vene-
tian blind generally indicated at 12 which com-
prises the slats 14, the adjusting tapes 16 and the
pull cords I8. The mechanism for tilting the
slats and for raising and lowering the blind may
consist of any well-known devices and forms no
part of the present invention.

The arrangement of the slats relative to their
supporting tapes and cords is more particularly
shown in Figure 2. In Figure 2 it will be ob-
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strips 20 which are secured-ab eitherend:te- the
tlltmg tapes. 16, it being understood that:the tapes
and: strlps are. preferabl,/ fabnc material; 'The
slats 13 -and the strlps 28 are apertured as-at 22
and 24 for. recelving the lifting. and lowering cord:
i8. Anypr edetermmed spacihg-may be-giventhe-
slats-and. they-are shown: in Figure - 2-as- being
spaced so-as-somewhat. to overlap when the bling
is in its closed position. This representsthe MaK~
1mum spacing of-the slats and: they-may-be placed
closer together if so desr ed:

‘The- construction- of' the slat-is more: particu-
larly- shown in Figures 3, 4 and 5 wherein. it-wilk
be- seen- to- compnse a- pair of strips-30- and-32
which are similarly. shaped to-an L conﬁguratlona
with a slightly convex- back pertlon Because-of
their similar shapes- the- slat halves are adapted
for being assembled as 1nd1cated in-Figure-4 into.
a unitary, umformly shaped. structure~

After the assembling together of-the strips.-30:
and 32, the edge of thé slat along the line where
the halves join is sealed to prevent dirt, moisture
or other foreign matter from gaining ingress-to
the space between the two strlps

This sealing, which is indicated at-34 in- Figure:
5, may comprise any process gdapted for-the par-
ticular material being employed in the construc-
tion of the said slat. For example, if the -slat
halves are made from a plastic mauerlal whxch 18
soluble in-solvents, the seal may bhe ef*ected by-
mo1sten1ng the contiguous corners - of the- twe
strips with a suitable solvent and thereafter pex-
mitting the assembled slat to. ‘dry: In other-cases:
the slat material may be softened by heat in order
to effect a welding of the adjacent surfaces of the
two strips.

While the use of a plastic material is preferred
for the strips 30 and 32, it will be understood that
this invention also contemplates the use of glass
and other materials which could be suitably
formed to the configuration of the strips and
thereafter assembled in sealed relationship into
the finished blind slat.

Referring again to Figure 2, an advantage of
a blind slat constructed according to this inven-
tion will become apparent upon reference to the
rounded ends 36 of the slats which lie in engage-
ment with the tapes 16. 'This rounded edge, be-
ing perfectly smooth, inhibits wearing of the
tapes as the blind is adjusted so that the blind
retains its appearance and utility over a long
period of use.

In the manufacture of the strips 30 and 32, I
prefer that they be molded by any suitable process
such as bg the compressmn or mJectmn molding
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of plasties, but it will be understood that other
methods, such as by extrusion, rolling or casting
of materials in order to produce a strip of the de-
sired configuration are within the scope of my
invention.

A still further advantage to be gained from
constructing the blind slat in halves according to
this invention is that each half may be made
from a material which is colored to blend with
its surroundings. For example, several blinds
could be placed at various windows in a house
and all have the same color on the outside there-
by to produce a uniform exterior appearance,
while the insides of the blinds could be colored

to match the particular decorative scheme of the j

room in which they were hung. Thus, without
detracting from the exterior appearance of the
house, blinds could be selected from a wide range
of colors for internal decorative purposes.

While I prefer that blind slats constructed ac-
cording to my invention be translucent in order
to transmit light to the interior of the room, it
will be understood that certain elements of this
invention are not limited to the use of trans-
lucent strips. For example, the advantage of
molding the slat in halves and thereafter as-
sembling it in order to obtain the smooth rounded
ends 36 obtains equally well whether the strips
are translucent or opaque.

The convex side surfaces of the assembled siat
is of advantage in connection with the transmis-
sion of light inasmuch as it prevents bright spots
or strips of light from appearing on the interior
surface of the blind. Rather, the light is emitted
across the entire surface of each slat. The par-
ticular amount of light transmitted may be reg-
ulated by controlling the translucency of one or
both of the strips 30, 32.

It will be understood that various modifications

and arrangements in structure could be made

without departing from the spirit of my inven-
tion and, accordingly, I desire fo comprehend
such modifications and substitutions of equiva-
lents as may be considered to come within the
scope of the appended claims.

Iclaim:

1. As a new article of manufacture, a slat for
Venetian blinds of symmetrical cross section con-
structed of two identical strips each of which con-
sists of a bedy section having a convexly curved
tip, said tips being joined to the body through
only a portion of its cross sectional base widith
and having its unattached end terminating in a
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surface forming an internal angle with sald body
section, said body section terminating at the end
opposite the curved tip in a surface forming an
angle supplemental to that formed between the
tip and body, the two strips being laid together
with their complementary surfaces in contact
and sealed along their contiguous edges.

2. As a new article of manufacture, a slat for
Venetian blinds and the like having a relatively
elongated configuration in cross section, with the
end portions of said sections rounded and the
side portions thereof convex, said slat compris-
ing an identical pair of shaped strips, each of
which consists of a body section having a semi-
circular tip, said tip being joined to the body
through only a radius length of its base width
and having its unattached end terminating in a
surface forming an internal angle with said body
section, said body section terminating at the end
opposite the rounded tip in a surface forming an
angle supplemental to that formed between the
tip and body, the two strips being laid together
with their complementary surfaces in engagement
and the assembled slats being sealed completely
along the edges to form a unitary structure.

3. As a new article of manufacture, a slat for
Venetian blinds of symmetrical cross section con-
structed of two translucent’ strips of identical
cross sectional configuration each strip being of
different color and each of which consists of a
body section having a convexly curved tip, said
tips being joined to the body through only a
portion of its cross sectional base width and hav-
ing its unattached end terminating in a surface
forming an internal angle with said body section,
said body section terminating at the end oppo-
site the curved tip in a surface forming an angle
supplemental to that formed between the tip and
body, the two strips being laid together with their
complementary surfaces in contact and sealed
along their contiguous edges.

JOHN WARD HOLLAND.
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