~ Dec. 20, 1938. P.H. MEYER 2,141,009
. - SUPPORTING DEVICE, "
Filed Aug. 3, 1937

N \, N
N

A D.
\g%i\i\g
\ ¢ \\ e

NV
A

v
4
”
2
4
“All
el
f" |
¢
/’ /
7/ |
AR
AN
.I
N
”
AN
il
[
G\ h
2 |\
\
]

e A
/37 ~ \\\/\
/6
/8%
.Z-'

B\

£

Lozl == :  m—

-;E?m'>/9 /5 /6

= 28

< =%gS

- INVENTOR -
PIErRE /T MEYER

o | - | ’ BY . o
EEZGD. 45 57 96% QU ...'_<-£’.9Z_7$,, |
: ‘ - ATTORNE ,



Patented Dec. 20, 1938

UNITED STATES

2,141,009

PATENT OFFICE

2,141,009
SUPPORTING DEVICE
Pierre H, Meyer, Mount Vernon, N. Y.
Application August 3, 1937, Serial No, 157,097
' 4 Claims. (CL 312—140)

This invention relates to various kinds and
classes of supporting devices and particularly to
devices employing brackets used as supporting
members for various articles; and the object of

5 the invention is to provide a device of the class
specified employing as'a mounting member an
elongated strip or . band having means spaced
equally thereon for adjustably supporting a. num-
ber of brackets longitudinally of said band, said
means being preferably in the form of pairs of
hook-shaped flanges forming elongated sockets
transversely of the band. for receiving projecting
tongue members on said brackets; a further ob-
jeet being to provide a band of the class de-
seribed wherein the pairs of flanges or clips are
arranged to project from one surface of the
band, and other means spaced longitudinally
of the band, intermediate said pairs of clips, for
attaching the band to a support in. either of two
different positions; a still further object being to
provide a band and bracket construction of the
class described adapted for use in conjunction
with shams in the support of transverse partition
plates upon the upper surfgce of the sham and at
different intervals longitudinally thereof; and
with these and other objects in view, the inven-
tion consists in a device of the class and for the
purpose specified, which is simple in construction,
efficient in use, and which is constructed as here-
inafter described and claimed.

The invention is fully disclosed in the follow-
ing specification, of which the accompanying
drawing forms a part, in which the separate parts
of my improvements are designated by suitable
reference characters in each of the views, and in
which: :

Fg. 1 is a cross section through a part of a
counter -and one of the shams arranged thereon
showing one method of using my invention.
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looking in the direction of the arrows 2—2 of

Fig. 1.

Fig. 3 is a partial section on the line 3—3 of
Fig. 2. ‘

Fig. 4 is-a view similar to Fig. 3 showing an-
other method of attaching the strip or band in
connection with a sham or other support.

Fig. - 5 is a perspective view :of one of the
brackets which I employ, detached. '

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of a part of a sup-
porting band similar to that shown in the other
figures, showing a different form of bracket sup-
ported thereon. .

Fig. 7 is a view similar to Fig, 6 showing an~
other modification. T
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Fig. 2 is a side edge view of & part of the sham

Tig. 8 is a-partial section on the line 8—8 of
Fig. 7, and

Tig. 9 is a sectional view showing another
method of mounting the band in connection with
a different form of support.

In Fig. 1 of the drawing I have shown for the
purpose of illustrating one use of the invention, a
part of the upper surface of a counter or shelf
i0 upon which is arranged the usual sham boards,
one of which is indicated at 1f. The board in the
construction shown is plain or unsurfaced, but in
some instances a felt or other facing is employed,
but as this forms no direct part of the invention,
the same is not illustrated. In practice I attach
to the opposite side edges of the sham board i
bracket supporting strips 12 which are preferably
of less width than the thickness of the board If
and are arranged preferably throughout the full

length of the sham board so.as to provide a large ..

number of adjustments of partition supporting
brackets 13 so that transverse partition strips 14
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may be arranged at different intervals longi- -

tudinally of the board fi.

The above result is made possible by providing
on the strip or band {2 spaced pairs of hook-
shaped clips or flanges 15 which are formed from
the material of the strip as indicated by the aper-
tures 16.. The flanges or .clips 15 form on one
surface of the strip 12, channels I7 into which
projecting tongues 18 on the brackets 13 are
adapted to pass in the manner illustrated in Figs.
1 and 2 of the drawing. It will also be under-
stood, however, that the tongues 18 may be dis-
posed between adjacent pairs of clips, except
where the apertured beads {9 are located. That is

4o say, the tongues 18 may be arranged in the

plain sections 20 and in the sections provided
with the apertures 2{. The sections are arranged
in the alternate manner illustrated in Fig. 2 of
the drawing. 'That is to'say a plain section 20
is ‘disposed between the beaded section {9 -and
apertured section 21, and the sections 19 and 21
are alternately arranged.

In the mounting of the strip or band 12 shown
in Figs. 1, 2, and 3 of the drawing, one surface of
the strip proper is arranged directly upon the
outer side of the sham {1 and nails or other fas-
tenings 22 are passed through the apertures 21
in securing the band in- position. However, in
Tig. 4 of the drawing, the pairs of clips or flanges
15 are arranged to rest upon the side of the sham
{1, and in this form of construction the fastener
devices 22 pass.through the apertured beads i9.
It is understood that the outer convex surfaces
of the beads 19 are in alinement with the outer
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surfaces of the pairs of clips .15 whereas the heads
of the fasteners 22 are countersunk in the con-
caved sides of said beads.

In mounting a series of shams upon a counter
or other support, longitudinal partition members
23 are usually arranged at the side edges of the
shams or between adjacent edges thereof. The
partition strips 23 rest upon the outer exposed
surfaces of the strips or bands 12. In both
mountings, a somewhat resilient cushion is pro-
vided by the pairs of clips 15 so as to compensate
for any shocks or strains between the sham and
the strips 23.

It will be understood that the thickness of the
metal of the several parts is exaggerated in the
drawing for clearance of illustration. In actual
practice the band 12 is preferably composed of
very thin strip material of any kind or class, and
strip metal is preferred in most uses. In mount-
ing the strips 12 upon the edges of the sham, it
is also preferred that the upper edge of said strips
be in alinement with the upper surface of the
sham board to which it is attached.

The body portion proper of the bracket {3 is
in the form of a U-shaped spring clip consisting
of a narrow cross head 24 with which the tongues
{8 are integral, wide converging side plates 25
within and between which the partition strip {4 is
tensionally supported, the side plates having up-
wardly and outwardly flared fanges 2§ at the
upper forward ends thereof which. facilitate in-
sertion of the strip {4 in the U-shaped clip or
between the side plates 25 thereof.

In the use of the device as shown in Figs. 1 to
5 inclusive, it will be understood that the tongues
18 may be made sufficiently narrow to.freely enter
the channel (7, in which event the tensional en-
gagement of the hrackets 13 with the partition
14 will permit the removal of the brackets with
the partition as a unit, in the operation of shift-
ing the same. On the other hand, the tongues
{8 may be made to fit snugly in the channel 17
or within the spring clips or flanges 15, in which
event the brackets may be temporarily retained
as a unit part of the sham in the operation of
cleaning the same or in altering the arrangement
of shams in a counter display.

With the construction shown, a relatively close
adjustment of the brackets 13is provided with the
pairs of clips 18, say for example on half-inch
centers, it being understood that other adjust-
ments may be provided by arranging the brackets
between the pairs of clips at certain sections
thereof as above stated. It will of course be un-

derstood that the particular manner of forming

the channels or sockets {7 in which the tongue

or mounting ends I8 of the bracksets are adapted

to be inserted, may be varied and modified to suit
the different uses thereof, the illustration in the
accompanying drawing being only illustrative of
one method of constructing the device.

In Fig. 6 of the drawing I have shown at 27 an-
other form of bracket consisting of a hook-shaped
rod having a long horizontal portion 28 with an
angularly and upwardly extending part 29 at the
outer end thereof, and a flattened angularly and
downwardly extending mounting part 38 at the
other end thereof which is adapted to be mounted
between the spaced clips or flanges 15 of the strip
12, This sort of a device will adapt the invention
for use in supporting various kinds and classes
of merchandise suitable for arrangement on or
hanging from the hook-shaped bracket 27 upon
a wall, shelf edge, or any other support, and espe-
cially where it is desirable to arrange a series of
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the brackets 27 in relatively close proximity to
each other. As another example, the strip 12
may be arranged upon a curved or other irregu-
lar supporting surface as partly indicated at 21
in Fig. 9 of the drawing. A number of the brack-
ets 21 may be supported therein, or brackets sim-
ilar to the bracket 32 shown in Figs. 7 and 8 may
be employed.

The bracket 32 is what might be termed a fork-
shaped bracket consisting of a longitudinal split
horizontal portion 33, the split of which is indi-
cated at 34, The horizontal portion terminates
at its outer end in upstanding flanges 35 which
will operate to retain articles of merchandise
against displacement from the bracket 32. The
other end of the bracket has three downwardly
directed tongues, namely two similar side tongues
36, 86a and a central or intermediate tongue 237.
The tongues 36, 36a are of such construction and
arrangement as to enter adjacent pairs of clips
5 in the strip 42, whereas the tongue 27 is dis-
posed between said pairs of clips and aids in the
reinforcement of the mounting of the bracket
32 in connection with the strip. The bracket 32
is adapted for mounting belts and other articles
of merchandise therein, especially where part of
the article may be disposed in the split 34.

It will ‘be ‘apparent that while I have shown
certain types of brackets for mounting in con-
nection with the supporting strip and have also
llustrated and described certain uses-of the strip,
that my invention is not limited. TIn these re-
spects many adaptations and uses of a combined
bracket and mounting strip of the kind under
consideration may be provided. It will also ap-
bear that by providing pairs of clips or flanges
15, a resilient mounting is provided which will
more securely and firmly.support the respective
brackets in position. - This is desirable in certain
uses of the invention, but is by no means essential
in all uses thereof.

. In connection with the use of the invention on
shams, it will appear that adjustments of the
partition ‘or partitions 14 may ke made without
removing or-disturbing the sham on its support.
Free access is had to the pairs of clips or the
sockets or channels therebetween at the upper
surface of the sham and the side edges thereof.
When the partitions 23 are in place, these parti-
tions will more or less guide the tongies 8 of the
brackets 13 into position.

It will also appear that by providing the differ-
ent sections having the beads 8 and apertures
2{ at spaced intervals on the strip, the mounting
of the strip upon different surfaces becomes uni-
versal, which is also true with respect to the cen-
tralized location of the clips 15 thereon. In some
instances, the strips may be arranged vertically,
that is to say, with the longitudinal plane of the
clips 19 or the sockets or channels formed thereby
disposed horizontally, thus providing for the
mounting of brackets at one or both sides of the
strip 12 as will be apparent. 'This sort of mount-
ing is especially adaptable for use on an outer
narrow edge, a vertical member of a wall shelf
construction, or upon any other vertically ar-
ranged support. It will of course-be apparent
that with this type of construction, other forms
and types of brackets may be employed to suit
the different uses to which the invention may be
applied. .

Having fully described my invention, what I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is: - .

1. A device of the class described comprising
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an elongated strip of sheet material, said strip
having sockets arranged on one side surface
thereof at longitudinally spaced intervals, said
sockets opening through at least one side edge
portion of the strip to be accessible therethrough,
said sockets being arranged at close and regular
intervals thoughout the length of said strip, said
sockets being formed by pairs of substantially
hook-shaped flanges projecting from said side
surface of the strip and arranged inwardly of
the side edges of the strip, and the distance.be-
tween the flanges in each pair being substantially
equal to the distance between adjacent flanges of
the respective pairs to provide ofher sockets in-
termediate said pairs of flanges.

2. A bracket supporting member of the class
described comprising an elongated strip of ma-
terial, said strip having pairs of hook-shaped
clips arranged longitudinally thereof and pro-
jecting from one side surface of the strip, said
clips being formed from the material of the strip
intermediate side edges thereof, said clips form-
ing on the surface of said strip spaced trans-
verse channels opening through opposite side
edge portions of the strip inwardly of the side
edges thereof, and the pairs of clips being spaced
apart a distance substantially equal to the spac-
ing of the clips in each pair to form between the
pairs of clips other bracket supporting channels.

3. A bracket supporting member of the class
described comprising an elongated strip of ma-
terial, said strip having pairs of hook-shaped
clips arranged longitudinally thereof and pro-
jecting from one side surface of the strip, said
clips being formed from the material of the: strip

intermediate side edges thereof, said clips form-
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ing on the surface of said strip spaced transverse
channels opening through opposite side edge por-
tibns of the strip inwardly of the side edges
thereof, the pairs of clips being spaced apart a
distance substantially equal to the spacing of
the clips in each pair to form between the pairs
of clips other bracket supporting channels, -and
means including apertures and outwardly pressed
apertured beads alternately spaced longitudinally
of the strip intermediate the pairs of clips for
providing attachment of said strip to a support-
ing surface with either side of the strip arranged
adjacent said surface.

4. A device of the class described comprising
an elongated strip of sheet material, said strip
having sockets arranged on one side surface

thereof at longitudinally spaced. intervals, said -

sockets opening through at least one side edge
portion of the strip to be accessible therethrough,
said sockets being arranged at close and regular
intervals throughout the length of said strip, said
sockets being formed by pairs of substantially
hook-shaped flanges projecting from said side
surface of the strip and arranged inwardly of the
side edges of the strip, the distance between the
flanges in each pair being substantially equal to
the distance between adjacent flanges of the re-
spective pairs to provide other sockets interme-
diate said pairs of flanges, means alternately
spaced longitudinally of the strip providing for
the attachment thereof to a supporting surface,
gaid last named means comprising spaced aper-
tures and intermediate apertured beads, and the
outer surfaces of said beads being flush with the
outer surfaces of said pairs of flanges. :
PIERRE H. MEYER.
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