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1 Claim, (Cl. 311—84)

The present invention relates to a collapsible and ex-
tensible table and it consists in the combinations, con-
structions and arrangements of parts herein described and
claimed.

Generally there is provided a foldable and extensible
table which consists of a horizontally extending frame
provided with a longitudinally extending vertical recess
adjacent each side thereof in which recesses pairs of legs
are adapted to rest when the table is in folded condition
and from which the legs extend when the table is in oper-
ative conditicn. Novel means is provided for mounting
the pairs of legs to the frame and novel means is provided
for latching the legs in their extended positions. The

legs are of novel shape whereby to be wholly receivable

in the aforesaid recesses. A novel table top is slidably
mountable upon the frame and a novel extension piece
is provided when it is desired to extend the usable space
atop the same.

It is accordingly an object of the invention to provide
a device of the character set forth which is simple in con-
struction, inexpensive to manufacture and yet effective
and efficient in use.

Another object of the invention is to provide, in a
device of the character set forth, novel latching means
for pairs of legs forming a part of the invention.

Still another object of the invention is to provide legs
of novel contour which may be wholly receivable in re-
cesses forming parts of the invention when the table is in
inoperative or folded condition.

Still another object of the invention is to provide, in a
device of the character set forth, novel mounting for pairs
of legs forming part of the invention.

A further object of the invention is to provide, in a
device of the character set forth, a novel extension piece
for a table top forming a part of the invention.

Other and further objects of the invention will become
apparent from a reading of the following specification
taken in conjunction with the drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a side elevational view of an embodiment
of the invention,

Figure 2 is a sectional view taken along line 2—2 of
Fig. 1,

Figure 3 is a fragmentary sectional view taken sub-
stantially along line 3—3 of Fig. 2,

Figure 4 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view
taken along line 4—4 of Fig. 2,

Figure 5 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view
taken along line 5—5 of Fig. 2,

Figure 6 is a bottom plan view of the device, certain
portions being shown in section, and illustrating certain
latch mechanisms in retracted positions,

Figure 7 is a sectional view taken substantially along
line 7—7 of Fig. 6,

Figure 8 is a sectional view taken along line 8-—8 of
Fig. 2,

Figure 9 is a view similar to Figure 8 but showing cer-
tain latch mechanisms in retracted position,
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Figure 10 is a sectional view taken along line 10—16¢
of Fig. 2, and

Figure 11 is a reduced perspective view of an insert or
extension member forming a part of the invention.

Referring more particularly to the drawings, there is
shown therein a device of the character set forth com-
prising a frame having a pair of horizontally extending
vertical side members 18 each of which has inwardly
spaced therefrom by means of blocks 11 identical housing
members 12 each of which forms with its adjacent side
member 10 the horizontally extending vertical pocket 13.
Inwardly spaced from the housing members 12 and like-
wise spaced from each other is a pair of horizontally
extending vertical brace members 14. A pair of top cross
bars 15 is affixed adjacent either end of the frame to
the members 10, 12 and 14 and a like pair of lower cross
bars 16 is affised, adjacent each end of the frame, to
the sides of the members 10, 12 and 14, both pairs of
cross bars 15 and 16 being inset into the members to
which they are attached to provide a greater rigidity.

An axle 17 is rotatably mounted in a transversé direc-
tion adjacent each end of the frame and each of the axles
has its opposed ends terminating in one of the pockets 13.
A supporting leg 18 is affixed to each end portion of each
of the axles 17 and each leg 18 is therefore mounted
for movement into and out of its associated pocket 13.
Each axle 17 has centrally provided with an operating
handle 19 which extends radially therefrom and in the
general direction of the legs associated therewith.

Each leg 18 is provided with a vertical outer edge 20
and an inner edge 21 which extends downwardly and
outwardly with respect to the table when the legs are
in extended or vertical condition as shown, for example,
in Figure 1 but which slanting inner edges 21 abut one
another in each case when the legs are in retracted posi-
tion as shown, for example, in Figure 7.

Immediately below each of the axles 17 is located a
pair of latch members each generally designated at 22,
such latch members 22 each being shown in detail in
Figures 8 to 10, inclusive.

Each of the latch members 22 consists of a rod 23
having a handle 24 at its inner end and extending out-
wardly and laterally of the frame and each rod 23 ex-
tends slidably through its associated members 14 and 12
and, when the legs 18 are in extended position, through
an opening 24 provided in each of the legs 8 and is
receivable in a socket 25 formed in the inner face of the
associated member 10. A collar 26 is affixed to the rod
23 between its associated members 12 and 14 and nor-
mally lies adjacent the inner face of the member 12 when
the latch member 22 is in latched position. A collar 27
is slidably mounted upon the rod 23 and is adapted to
abut against the outer face of the member 14. A com-
pression spring 28 surrounds the rod 23 and bears against
the collars 26 and 27.

A table top is provided in two complementary sections
29 each of which has a trackway 30 affixed to the uader-
side of each of its side edge portions and which trackways
are slidable upon tracks 31 affixed to the upper outer face
of each of the members 10. Each complementary part
of the table top is provided at its outer end with a de-
pendent skirt 32.

A hook 33 is attached to the underside of the inner
end of the trackways 30 carried by one of the parts 29
while an eye 34 is carried in a corresponding position
upon each of the other two trackways 30.

To complete the invention there is provided a trans-
versely extending extension member 35 each of whose end
portions is provided with a dependent skirt 36.

In the operation of the invention, it will be apparent
that when the table is in its folded condition as shown,



. 2. -
for example, in Fxgures 6 and 7, that the angular faces
21 of the legs 18 will be in abutting relation to each
other thus making it possible for all of the legs 18 to
lie wholly within their pockets. 13. At this. time,.the
inner ends of-€ach of the rods 23 will bear against the
. inner face of its associated leg 18 thus frictionally main-
taining the legs in such folded .condition within “their
pockets 13, In -suchi-condition, the table will occupy a
‘minimum’ of space so that it may. be stored with the two
portions 29 of the top in position upon thé frame while
at the same time the extension member 35 may be posi-
tioned: within the frame convemently between the two
members 14.

10

"When, however, it is-desired to place the table in

operative position, it is' only necessary to grasp two of
the opposed handles 24 and to force them toward each
other, as indicated in Figure 9 to thus free the inzer ends
of -the rods 23 from frictional engagement with the
associated legs 18 whereupon by mampulatmg the handle
19 of ‘the associated axle 17, the pair of legs may be
extended to vertical position as shown, for example; in
- Figure 1, - This will bring the openings 24a of the associ-
ated legs 18 into registry with the ends of the rods 23
whereupon; by releasing the handles 24, the rods 23 will
be forced by means of their assocxated springs 28 through
the openings 244 into engagement with the recesses 25.
This operation may be repeated at the opposite end of the
table utilizing the two remaining handles 24 and their
associated mechanisms.
Ordinarily, the two portions 29 of the table top are
interlocked by means of the hooks 33 and eyes 34.  When
-it is desired to-extend the operating surface of the table,
it is onmy necessary to disengage the hooks 33 from their
eyes 34 and to place the extension member 35 between
the "inner -ends “of the top portions 29 first, naturally;
removing the portions 29 away from each other so that
such -extension may be received therebetween and after-
wards moving the portions 29 toward each other to abut
the extension 35, it being apparent that the skirt members
36 will overlie the oufer faces of the side members 8.
Thus it will. be seen that there is provided a device
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which may be folded into ag extremely compact condmon
yet one which, when extended, will provide a sturdy, -
useful and extendable table;

While but one form of the invention has been shown
and described herein, it will be readily apparent to those
skilled in the art that many minor modifications may be
made without departing from the spirit of the invention
or the scope of the appended clam:l

What is claimed. is: o

A device of the character described comprising a hori-
zontally extending frame having a horizontally extendmg
vertical pocket formed adjacent each side thereof, a palr
of transversely extending rotatable axles each mounted in
said frame adjacent each end thereof, a table leg affixed
to each end of each of said axles within said pockets; and
latch means for maintaining said legs in vertical relation
to said frame, said means including a pair.of opposed
spring pressed rods for each pair of legs, said legs each -
having openings for receiving one of ‘said rods when. said
leg is in vertical relation:to the frame, said springs nor-
mally urging said rods to latched position, and said frame . -
having sockets for receiving said rods when the latter
are extended through said legs, each of said rods being
provided at its inner end with a handle, and each of-said
axles being prov1ded with a centrally dlsposed radxally
exlendmfr operating handle. .
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