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J.D. NIETSCKE, 9F SOMERSET, OITTO0.
Letters Patgnt N(}. 69,288, dated Sepiember 24, 1867.

IMPROVED COTFIN,

@he Schednle refeveed o i fhese Fetters Patend mh o \mg pet of 4he samve.

TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Be it known that I, J. D. Ninrsckr, of Somersct, in the county of Perry, and State of Ohio, have invented
a new and useful Improvement in Cofﬁns, and I do hereby declare the following to be a full, clear, and cxact

description of the same, reference being had to the accompanying drawings, forming part of this specification,
and in which—

Tigare 1 is a top view of my invention.

Figure 2 is a longitudinal vertical section of the same.

Stmilar letters of reference indicate corresponding parts in the two figures.

In this invention a new method of making the coffin air-tight is employed, and anew appalatus is introduced
for filling the coffin with gas or exhausting tho atmospheric air within it,

In order that others skilled in the art to which my inveniion appertains may be enabled to make- and use
the same, I will proceed to describe it in detail,

In the drawings, A A A represent the picces composmv the walls of my improved coffin. Thesc pieces-are
bevelled and fitted closely to cach other at all the joints except those represented by @ a, where they are so
fitted that the outer and inner edges of the pieces touch cach other, leaving a vertical cavity in the centre, which

is to be filled with wax, or other suitable material, in ovder to ¥ender the joint airstight. Similar material is to.

be placed along all the other joints, rendering them perfectly air-tight, and strips of wood B B, fitted to the
P X o J E -} 4 y [~ . P 3 .
position, are nailed tightly down upon the wax, confining it firmly in its place. .Avound the wpper edges of

the coffin strips of wood,.C C, are first attached to the w'xl]s of the coffin, having grooves on their upper side,

or being bevelled toward the coffin walls, so as to form a groove, ¢ ¢, aftor bemv nailed to the cofin. This
grooveis to be filled full of wax, or other suitable composition, for the same purpose itdicated above. These
strips strengthen the coffin, and form supports for the cover, bottom, &e. Theliving of the coffin may beattached
to them, and the spaces between them may be padded, if desired. The coffin being thus constructed, the lid.or
cover D is screwed down tightly upon it,  On the under side of the cover is a httle ridge or clevation, &, which,

when thelid is in place, fits into the groove e cand pressgs the wax out so as to render- tthomt perfectly tight.

A glass plate, B, is fixed in the lid over the place where the face of the decased wxll comie in such a manner as
to be removable from above. For this purpose the glass plate may be inserted in a frame, e, fitted tightly to
the lid in the manner above deseribed, or the frame may have a groove along its upper edge, which can be filled
with wax, and & small cover, ¢/, may be provided to fit tightly down upon it and be secured in that position.

The under side of the plate is to have a thin filn of collodion applied to it in order to preserve its tmumm ency.

In the coffin-lid, near the fect of the oceupant, is'the apparatus for filling the coffiu with.gas. Tt consists of
an onter tube, G running up thlou\rh the lid, and fastened by two \nshcls or collavs, 7 7/, ouc above and one
below the lid, which screw upon the tube, serew-threads being cut avound its upper outer surface for that pur-
pose, and an inner tube, I, which fits tightly and screws up nnd down in. the omter tube. . A hole, %, is drilled
through the lower wall of the outer tube, and another, 7, through the inner tube. The bottom of the outér tube
being closed up, it follows that wher the holes % I are brought in conncetion a passage is established from -the

interior of the coffin to the air outside of it, by which, by means of a pump or condenser, the air in the coffin.

may be exhausted, or hydrogen or other gas may bie pumped into it to the exclusion of 'Ltmoephcuc air. - When
the coffin is filled in this manner the inner tube may be turned so as to disconncet tho apertures & I, and the
gases will thus De effectually confined within the coffin. TFor convenience in turning the inner tube, and for
attachmﬂr the air-pump or condenser, notches m m are provided in the upper extremity of the inner tube. This
apparatus is to be placed in the coffin-lid, the upper collar & brought to a level with the upper end of the outer
tube, and the lower collar A/ serewed ﬁxmly up against the lid. The inuer tube is then to be serewed up or down
till the holes & 7 are brought into conneetion. 'i‘hc coffin is then to be filled with gas in the manner described,
and the apertures % { dlsconuectcd The inner tube is then to be serewed down to a level with the outer tube,
and the cap or button O is to be inserted in it, as shown in fig. 2, and made water and air-tight by means of
wax or other similar material. The coffin is then ready for transportation and for use. Bodles may be pre-
served in this manner; by using the proper gases, for an indefinite period, remaining -entirely unchaoged in
appearance. They may be transported long distances, then taken out, moved, readjusted in position, photo-
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graphed, or dressed, and restored again to their narrow tenement with the greatest éase, and without discomfort
to those employed in' the work. - In all'cases of death from putrid or infectious diseases this coffin' will prove
invaluable, as by means of it the body is completely isolated from the surrounding air; and no infection ean be
communicated from it. - If in any case it be not desirable to move the body the glass plate B may be lifted and -
2 lock of hair taken or a bouquet placed in the coffin. The whole apparatus is thus pecaliarly adapted to meet
all the wants that have been experienced in rogard to coffins, and is besides convenient to handle, and far cheaper
than any other coffin which will at all effect the preservation of-the body for any length of time.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what I claim as new, and desire to sccure by Lietters Patent, is—

The apparatus for filling the coffin with gas, consisting of thetube &, having the perforation &, in combina-
tion with the tube I, having the perforation 7, and with the collars 4 A’ and the cap O, substantially as and for.

the purpose specified. _
J. D.. NIETSCKE, M. D.

Witnesses:
"~ A. 8. D=oor,
Hexry J. Caiw.




