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This invention relates to foundation garinents. which are made of stretchable material which 
Broadly, it is an objeet of 

vide a foundation garment with a front central 
panel which supports the abdomen without bind 
ing or constrieting the abdominal muscle 
More partieularly, it is an object of the inveri 

tion to provide a central front-panel comprising 
different pies of stretchable material providing 
greater and lesser stretch upon the various parts 
of the abdomen; 

ther object of 
comprises - ... - - - - -m. w 

maintaining the greatest support upérithe abdo 
men and lesser support at the extremities of the 
abdominal ligaments: . . . . . . . . . 

Still a further object is to provide overlapping 
plies. of stretchable mater stretchability in 
different directions having greater support in 
some sections than in others. . . . . --- 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a foundation garment constructed to give the 
desired support whiere needed in greater and 
lesser degree depending upon the area to be sup 
ported. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
For a fuller understanding of the nature and 

objects of the invention, reference is had to the 
following detailed description in connection with 
the accompanying drawings, in which: 
Fig.1 is a front perspective view of a founda 

tion garment incorporating my improvement. 
Fig.2 is arearview, thereof. 3. . . .'' - 

Fig. 3 is a vertical section taken through line 
3-3 of Fig. 2... showing the inside of the front, 
parts being broken away. 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged sectional view taken 
through line 4-4 of Fig. 3. . . . . . 

Fig. 5 is an enlarged sectional view taken 
through line 5-5 of Fig. 3; : 
Referring to the drawings, numeral to repre 

sents, a girdle or "foundation garment comprising 
a front central panel if consisting of several 
layers of stretchable material, as will hereinafter 
be described. On either side of the central panel 

are side panels f2 and 3 which in some in a 
stances may be of nonstretchable material and 
for certain types of girdles of material stretch 
able vertically. On either Side and at the upper 
portion of the central panel are panels 4 and 
f5 which are preferably made of nonstretchable 
material; however, for certain models panels - 4 
and 5 may be made of horizontally stretchable 
material. 
Attached to the upper and lower panels 2 to 

e-invention to proja. 
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may stretch either horizontally or vertically, or 
both horizontally, and vertically depending upon 
the style and type of girdle desired. 
Attached between side panels 16, and T is a 

back panel 8 which may be made of either non 
stretchable, material. or materia, stretchable ver 
tically, depending upon the style, and type of 
girdle, desired. At one side, between upper and 

w 10 lower panels f2 and f4 and side panel 7 there 
... ' - the invention is to provide 

a central front panel; the central part of which 
ree plies of stretchable material for 

is a separable fastener 9 for opening the girdle. 
a Sris Well known in the art. ..., r 

: At the base of the girdle, O-ace hose supporters 
20 distributed as is also well known: in the art. 
The front central panel is made of three: 

pieces of elastic material, the outside material 2 
is stretchable, horizontally; the intermediate pan 
el-22 is stretchable diagonally, at approximately, 
a 45° angle, and the inside-panel 23 is stretchable 

20: diagonally in the opposite direction to that of 
panel 22 at approximately a 45° angle. Panel 2. 
covers the central area of a five sided figure, as 
shown in Fig.1 by the horizontally shaded cen 
tral Section. . . Panels. 22. and 23. are Smaller in, 

25i areas thani-panel; if, as shown by the dottedlines 
in-Fig. 1 and the differently shaded areas in Fig. 
3: Panels: 22- and 23 are stitched to panel 2. 
along their edges providing a three-ply section. A 
at the central portion of the garment; two-ply 
section B around the sides of the central panel 

; and one-ply sections at the upper point of 
panel if and along the lower base of panel fl. 

Section. A containing three plies of material 
stretchable-in various directions, as hereinbefore 
mentioned, gives: the greatest support to the: abu. 
dominal muscles: at the same time providing-suf 
ficient stretchability. Without, constricting the 
abdominal ligamentS. Sections, B. are comprised 
of two plies of material;...that is, the outer panel 
2 - and either the intermediate panel 22 or the: 
inside panel 23 creating a lesser degree of Support: 
to the abdominal ligaments, which diverge away. 
froin the central part of the abdomeni. Sections 
Care of single ply material. The lower section C 
requires the greatest amount of stretchability 
horizontally because when the wearer is seated 
or is walking the greatest stretch is required at 
that portion. 

Pockets 24 for stiffening members 25 may be 
50 added wherever desired, depending upon the 

type and model, as is Well known in the art. 
It is obvious that various modifications may 

be made in the details of construction and ar 
rangement of parts without departing from the 

5, inclusive, are vertical side panels 6 and 55 general spirit of the invention. 

  



2,519,602 
3. 

I claim: 
1. A girdle comprising a multiple-panel body 

encircling construction, having stretchable verti 
cal side panels, and front and back panels, Said 
back panel attached between Said vertical side 
panels, said front panel comprising an outer bi 
symmetrical pentagonal piece stretchable hori 
zontally, an intermediate piece stretchable di 
agonally, and an inside piece stretchable diag 
onally in a direction opposite said intermediate 
piece, said three pieces of said front panel of 
pentagonal shape, said intermediate and inside 
pieces being of the same size and smaller than 
said outer piece, said intermediate and inside 
pieces placed one over another in opposite di 
rections providing a three-ply hexagonal central 
portion, said central portion giving the greatest 
support to the abdominal muscles while provid 
ing stretchability, a two-ply portion around Said 
hexagonal central portion, said two-ply portion 
providing a lesser degree of support to the ab 
dominal ligaments and diverging from the cen 
tral part of the abdomen, and a single ply portion 
at the base of said front central panel providing 
the greatest amount of stretchability horizontal 
ly at the base of said front central portion. 

2. A girdle comprising a multiple-panel body 
encircling construction, having vertical Side pan 
els, and front and back panels, Said back panel 
attached between said vertical side panels, said 
front panel comprising an outer bisymmetrical 
pentagonal piece stretchable horizontally, an in 
termediate piece stretchable diagonally, and an 
inside piece stretchable diagonally in a direction 
opposite said intermediate piece, said three pieces 
of Said front panel of pentagonal shape, said in 
termediate and inside pieces being of the same 
size and Smaller than said outer piece, said in 
termediate and inside pieces placed one over an 
other in opposite directions providing a three 
ply hexagonal central portion, Said central por 
tion giving the greatest support to the abdominal 
muscles while providing stretchability, a two-ply 
portion around said hexagonal central portion, 
said two-ply portion providing a lesser degree of 
Support to the abdominal ligaments and diverg 
ing from the central part of the abdomen, and a 
single ply portion at the base of said front cen 
tral panel providing the greatest amount of 
stretchability horizontally at the base of said 
front central portion, a separable fastener at the 
side of said girdle for opening and closing said 
girdle. - 

3. A girdle comprising a multiple panel body 
encircling construction, having vertical side pan 
els, and front and back panels, said back panel 

0. 

4. 
termediate and inside pieces being of the same 
size and Smaller than said outer piece, said in 
termediate and inside pieces placed One over an 
other in opposite directions providing a three 
ply hexagonal central portion, Said central por 
tion giving the greatest Support to the abdominal 
muscles while providing stretchability, a two-ply 
portion around said hexagonal central portion, 
said two-ply portion providing a lesser degree of 
support to the abdominalligaments and diverg 
ing from the central part of the abdomen, and 
a single ply portion at the base of said front cen 
tral panel providing the greatest amount of 
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attached between said vertical side panels, said 
front panel comprising an outer bisymmetrical 
pentagonal piece stretchable horizontally, and 
intermediate piece stretchable diagonally, and an 
inside piece stretchable diagonally in a direction 
opposite said intermediate piece, said three pieces 
of Said front panel of pentagonal shape, said in 

60 

stretchability horizontally at the base of said 
front central portion, a separable fastener at the 
side of said girdle for opening and closing Said 
girdle, and hose supporters at the base of Said 
girdle. 

4. A girdle comprising a multiple-panel body 
encircling construction, having opposed lowei 
front side panels, opposed upper front-side pan 
els, stretchable vertical side panels, and front 
and back panels, said back panel attached be 
tween said vertical side panels, said front panel 
comprising an outer bisymmetrical pentagonal 
piece stretchable horizontally, an intermediate 
piece stretchable diagonally, and an inside piece 
stretchable diagonally in a direction opposite said 
intermediate piece, said three pieces of said front 
panel of pentagonal shape, said intermediate and 
inside pieces being of the same size and smaller 
than said outer piece, said intermediate and in 
side pieces placed one over another in opposite 
directions providing a three-ply hexagonal cen 
tral portion, said central portion giving the great 
est support to the abdominal muscles while pro 
viding stretchability, a two-ply portion around 
said hexagonal central portion, said two-ply por 
tion providing a lesser degree of support to the 
abdominal ligaments diverging from the central 
part of the abdomen, and a single ply portion 
at the base of said front central panel providing 
the greatest amount of stretchability horizon 
tally at the base of said front central portion, a 
Separable fastener at the side of said girdle for 
opening and closing said girdle, hose supporters 
at the base of said girdle, and pockets and stiffen 
ing members at the upper portion of said girdle. 
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