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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, HORACE. C. GARDNER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Chi 

O 
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cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi 
nois, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Extensible Westibules for 
Use in Loading Refrigerator-Cars, of which 
the following is a specification, reference be 
ing had to the accompanying drawings, in 
which 

Figure 1 is a vertical cross section through 
the vestibule and a portion of a warehouse 
and car; and Fig. 2 is a horizontal section of 
the same. 

Heretofore in loading refrigerator cars with 
dressed beef it has been customary to switch 
the car to be loaded on a side-track near the 
platform of the cold-storage warehouse in 
which the beef is stored, and to carry the 
beef from such warehouse across the platform 
to the car. 
beef itself is not only exposed to the atmos 
phere, but the car and Warehouse are also 
more or less warmed, as they are also exposed. 
The advantages of reducing the temperature 
of the refrigerator car, as is customary, are 
thereby destroyed to a great extent. 
My invention has for its object to provide 

means whereby not only the beef itself but 
also the car to be loaded and the warehouse 
may be protected from the external atmos 
phere during the process of loading. I ac 
complish this object as hereinafter specified 
and as illustrated in the drawings. 
That which I regard as new will be setforth 

in the claims. 
In the drawings, -3 indicates a portion of 

a cold-storage warehouse, of which 4 indicates 
one of the walls and 5-6 the doors. 

7 indicates the door-way. 
8 indicates an extensible vestibule cover 

ing, which is arranged around all sides of the 
door-way 7. The vestibule 8 consists of a 

45 
frame 9, which is rigidly secured around the 
door-way 7, and carries an extensible insul 
lated covering 10, which in turn carries a face 
plate 11 around its outer edge. The cover 
ing 10 is preferably of felt covered with rub 
ber, by which construction it is made a more 

best shown in Fig. 2. 

By this method of procedure the 

readily extensible. I do not wish to limit my 
self, however, to a covering 10 made of the 
materials mentioned, as any other suitable 
non-conducting materials may be used. 
The face-plate 11 carries on its face a cov 

ering 12, of felt or other suitable material, to 
adapt it to make a tight connection with the 
side of a car. 
. 13 indicates a portion of a car, of which 14 
indicates one of the sides and 15-16 the doors. 
The face-plate 11 is adapted to fit around the 
dodir of the car to insulate it from external air. 
The vestibule 8 is extended or retracted by 

means of screws 17-18 arranged at opposite 
sides of the door-way 7, which screws are con 
nected to the face-plate 11 by links 19, as 

The screws 17 are 
adapted to be moved in or out by hand-wheels 
20 mounted thereupon, as shown in Fig. 2. 
By this construction the face-plate 11 may be 
pressed firmly into contact with the sides of 
the car, thereby insuring a perfectly tight con 
nection. 
In using my improved vestibule, the car is 

switched until its door lies opposite the door 
of the Warehouse, and then the vestibule is 
moved tightly into contact with the side of 
the car around its door, when the doors are 
opened and the car may be loaded. 
The term “warehouse’ as herein used 

should be understood to apply to any cold 
Storage room. 
That which I claim as my invention, and 

desire to secure by Letters Patent, is 
1. The combination with a warehouse, of 

an insulated extensible vestibule arranged 
around the door-way and adapted to be ex 
tended into contact with a car, and mechan 
ism for extending said vestibule, substantially 
as described. 

2. The combination with a warehouse, of 
an extensible insulated covering arranged 
around the door-way thereof, means for ex 
tending said covering to move it into contact 
with the side of a car or other receptacle to 
be loaded, and a face-plate carried by said 
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covering adapted to fit closely against said 
car, substantially as described. 

3. The combination with a warehouse, of 

A 

5o perfect non-conductor of heat and is also an extensible vestibule arranged around the Ioo 
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doorway thereof and capable of being brought ceptacle to be loaded, prior to opening the 
into contact with the side of the car or other doors of the warehouse or car, substantially Io 
receptacle to be loaded, substantially as de- as described. 
scribed. 

4. The combination with a Warehouse, of HORACE C. GARDNER. 
an extensible vestibule arranged around the Witnesses: 
doorway thereof and capable of being brought FRANK J. LEONARD, 
into contact with the side of a car or other re- A. G. BLACKFORD. 

  


