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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jomn Horm=s, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Boston, county of Suffolk, State of Mas-
sachusetts, have invented an Improvement
in Display Devices, of which the following

description, in connection with the accom-.

panying drawing, is a specification, like
numerals on the drawing representing like
parts.

This invention relates to display devices
and pertains more particularly to a device
for supporting the article to be displayed.

In order that the principles of the inven-
tion may be fully understood, T have dis-
closed a’ single type or embodiment thereot
in the accompanying drawing, wherein—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my in-
vention. Fig. 2 1s a plan view of my inven-
tion, showing the parts in operative engage-
ment. Fig. 3 is a similar plan view illus-
trating the mechanism in the unlocked posi-
tion. Fig. 4 is a vertical cross section on
line 4—4 of Fig. 2 and, Fig. 5 is a vertical
cross section on line 5—35 of Fig. 3.

Referring more particularly to the single
type or embodiment of the invention herein
represented, I have illustrated a short por-
tion of a supporting rail similar in purpose
to a picture molding, though its use herein
is not confined to that sole function. The
invention may be used on any vertical sup-
porting member as a wall, or uprights for
displaying pictures or the like, or it may be
used on a display rack or frame for the dis-
play of merchandise. Herein the support-
ing rail 10 is provided with a horizontal
supporting face 11 and an upwardly and
rearwardly inclined interlocking face 12
parallel longitudinally to the supporting
face 11. The front face 15 of the rail may
be of any desired width and if it is neces-
sary for additional strength the rail may
be provided with a downwardly extending
flange 16 of any length and ornamentation.
The rail 10 is suitably secured to the wall
or uprights by any suitable means or fasten-
ing. Vermin, germs, filth, and dirt cannot
collect or accumulate on the supporting face
as in the old grooved type of molding. The
flat top or supporting face of the rail is ac-
cessible and “easily cleaned and kept free
of undesirable accumulations. The form of
rail is adapted to various modifications for

display purposes not possessed by similar
rails or molding.

Cobperating with the rail 10 and longi-
tudinally adjustable thereon, is a detachable
suspension member 20, provided with a
lateral or rearwardly projecting supporting
portion 21. The suspension member 20 is
also provided with a lateral upwardly and
rearwardly projecting rail engaging por-
tion 22 adapted to engage and interlock
with the face 12 on the rail. In order to
bring the interlocking portion 22 and the
interlocking face 12 into operative engage-
ment and permit of longitudinal adjust-
ment or the removal of the suspension mem-
ber 20 from the rail, the supporting portion
21 is provided with a locking means. Here-
in the supporting portion 21 is provided at
the end with a bore through which is rev-
olubly mounted the stud 24 of a pivotal
wedge member 25. See Figs. 2 and 4. The
supporting portion 21 is undercut beneath
the bore and the wedge member 25 is off-set
from the stud 24 by means of a lug 26 for a
purpose to be hereinafter described.

The  suspension member 20 is provided
with any suitable hook or lug 28 from which
articles or goods to be displayed may be
hung or upon which may be placed a shelf
upon which the goods may be displayed.

The application and operation of my in-
vention is as follows: A suitable rail of the
type illustrated and described is secured to
uprights or to the wall and the suspension
member 20 is placed on the rail in the man-
ner illustrated in Figs. 8 and 5 with the lug
26 engaging the undercut or off-set on the
end of the supporting portion 21 and with
the wedge 25 out of engagement with said
supporting portion. When the above men-
tioned parts are in this position the under
face of the wedge 25 and the supporting
portion 21 are In substantially the same
plane and the rail engaging portion 22 easily
passes beneath the face 12 on the rail 10.
The suspension member 20 is moved longi-
tudinally of the rail to the desired point and
the supporting portion 21 raised from the
rail. The wedge member 25 is now moved
about its pivot and between the rail 10 and
the supporting portion 21 until the rail en-
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gaging portion 22 is in contact with the .

face 12.  See Figs. L and 4. When the parts
are in this position the suspension member
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20 is securely locked to the rail and cannot
be released or accidentally removed by the
weight of the article displayed or by care-
lessness, thereby providing a safe and sani-
tary supporting device. ,

Having thus described my invention, I de-
sire it to be understood that although spe-
cific terms are employed, they are used in
a generic and descriptive sense and not._for
purposes of limitation, the scope of the in-
vention being set forth in the following
claims.

1. A device for supporting pictures, com-

prising in combination, a supporting rail-

and a detachable suspension member, said
rail having a flat supporting face and an
inclined interlocking face infermediate the
top and bottom. edges thereof, said suspen-
sion member iricluding at the top a support-
ing portion having a movable locking mem-
ber, and an interlocking portion to engage
the flat supporting face and interlocking
face respectively.

2. A device for supporting pictures, com-
prising in combination a supporting rail, a
flat supporting face thereon, an interlocking
portion terminating at the front face of the
said rail, a detachable suspension member
including a flat supporting portion at the
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top thereof and a rearwardly projecting in-
terlocking portion codperating with the in-
terlocking portion on said rail, and pivotal
locking means on said flat supporting por-
tion and codperating therewith to lock said
supporting portion and said interlocking
portion on the suspension member to the in-
terlocking portion on the rail.

- 3. A device for supporting pictures com-
prising in combination a supporting rail, a
flat supporting face thereon, an interlocking
portion inclined rearwardly from the front
edge of the rail, a detachable supporting
member on said rail, said member including
a straight rearwardly projecting supporting
portion at the top thereof and an upwardly
inclined portion adapted to engage said in-
clined interlocking face, and pivotal wedg-
ing means on said straight rearwardly pro-
jecting portion and co6perating therewith
to lock said supporting portion and said in-
clined interlocking portion to the rail.

In testimony whereof, I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

JOHN HOLMES.

Witnesses:

Roperr W. STANLEY,
Crarces K. Smrrm.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the ¢ Commissioner of Patents.
Washington, D, C.”
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