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To all whom it may concern:
Beit known thatI, NeTTIE L LILLIBRIDGE,
a citizen of the United States, residing at

Jamestown, in the county of Chautauqua and |

State of New York, have invented a new and
useful Dish-Batten, of which the following is
a specification.

This invention relates to dish holders, such
as are used for supporting dishes In a vertical
position.

The device is primarily intended for use in
connection with a sideboard, buffet, china
closet, or other like article of furniture
whereon dishes are usually placed for deco-

: rative and display purposes.

It is well known that the usual method of
fitting a sideboard or buffet to hold dishes in
a vertical position, consists in securing a bat-
ten adjacent the backboard. This arrange-
ment has many disadvantages chief among
which is, the batten becomes a permanent
part of the sideboard or buffet, and in many
cases where it is not desired to have the
dishes stand on their edges the presence of

5. the batten destroys the level surface of the

top board. The present invention aims to
remedy this defect by employing a batten
which can be removably attached to any arti-
cle of furniture used to display dishes.

Another object is to provide a device which
can be readily adjusted to fit the various
sizes of such articles.

A further object is to provide a construc-
tion wherein the device may be secured to a

5 wall or the top of wainscoting to support

dishes.

With these and other objects in view as
will morefully hereinafter appear, the present
invention consists in certain novel features of
construction and arrangement of parts, here-
inafter fully described, illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings, and more particularly
pointed out in the appended claims, it being
understood that various changes in the form,
proportion, size and minor details of the de-

_vice may be made without departing from the

sEirit or sacrificing any of the advantages of
the invention.

In the accompanying drawings forming
part of this speciiPlcation: Figure 1 is a front
elevation of a sideboard fitted with my de-
vice. Tig. 2 is a vertical section showing the
inner or folding section. Fig. 3 is a detailed
%erspective, of the outer and inner sections.

ig. 4 is a vertical section of the device show-

ing a modified form of bracket intended to
secure the device to a wall.

Similar numerals of reference are employed

to designate corresponding parts throughout.

The batten or holder consists of two angu-
lar sections preferably formed of metal or
other suitable material, and arranged to fold
one within the other. KEach section is pro-
vided at its outer end with a hook adapted to
straddle the top board of the article to which
it is to be applied.

In forming the larger section, a piece of
suitable sheet metal of proper length, and
width is bent at approximately its longitudi-
nal center, and throughout its entire length
o as to form a vertical front wall 1, and base
2. The latter is adapted to rest upon the flat
surface of the top board to which it is to be
applied, and adjacent the back board, while

the edge of the plates or dishes to be support- 7

ed are placed upon its upper face and held in
a substantially vertical position by the front
wall 2.

By referring now to Figs. 1 and 2, it will be
observed that a portion adjacent the edge of
the front wall is bent inwardly and. down-
wardly throughout the entire length of the
wall so as to form an upper guide 3, and the

base 2 is similarly bent to form a lower guide.

4. A vertical wall 5 connects the end of the
base 2 with the vertical wall 1.

The smaller or Inner section is formed of.

metal or other suitable material, and is bent
similar to the outer section so as to form a

base 6, and vertical wall 7 each of which is

adjacent its outer edge bent upon itself
throughout its entire length as shown at 8
and 9. By this construction the width of the
front wall 7 and base 8, will be slightly less
than the width of the wall 1 and base 2, in or-
der that they may conveniently enter the
guides 3 and 4.

A vertical end wall 10, connects one end of
the front wall and base as shown in Fig. 3.
Thus it will be seen that I have provided a
batten which can be applied and adjusted to
fit most forms of sideboards and buffets now
in use.

Each section is provided at its outer end
and directly beneath the end walls 5 and 10,
with an engaging hook, which in the present
instance is shown as being formed of a piece
of resilient metal, one end of which is secured
to the outer end of the base and then curved
downwardly and inwardly, as shown at 11,
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and adjacent the terminal is sprung slightly
upward as shown at 12. It is designed that
the distance between this sprung portion and
the lower face of the base will be slightly less
than the thickness of the top board to which
it is to be applied, in order that the foot may
bind sufficiently against the lower face of the
top board to guard against outward move-
ment caused by the pressure of the dishes
against the front walls. In order to further
guard against outward movement caused by
excessive pressure each hook is provided at
its upwardly sprung portion 12 with a thread-
ed opening into whaich fits a suitable thumb
screw 13, the threaded terminal of which is
adapted to be brought to bear on the lower
face of the shell or the like to which the de-

"~ vice may be applied. A further feature of
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this construction is that it permits the device
to be applied to china closets, wherein glass
shelves are usually employed.

In the modification illustrated in Fig. 4 the
device is shown in position to support dishes
against the wall of a room, in this instance
the hooks are replaced by right angular
brackets. One of these members is disposed
at the opposite outer ends of the device hav-
ing one side 14 suitably secured to the outer
face of the base 2, while the adjacent side 15
which is to bear against the wall is inter-
mediately provided with lateral lugs 16, hav-
ing openings for nails or screws 17 by means
of which it is secured in place. A strut 18
connects the terminals of the adjacent sides
and serves as an additional brace for the top
side 14. Thus it will be seen that I have
provided a device which is simple in struc-
ture, and comparatively inexpensive to
manufacture, the utility of which will be
readily appreciated.

Having thus described the invention what
is claimed is:—

1. A dish rack including extensible tele-
scopic sections each formed of a single piece
of metal bent to form angularly disposed
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members, one of which constitutes a base

and the other a vertical flange, the longitudi-
nal edges of the base and flange of one sec-
tion being bent inwardly and downwardly to
form guide flanges adapted to receive cor-
responding guide flanges formed on the lon-
gitudinal edges of the base and vertical
flange of the mating section, each section
having its base formed with a flat unob-
structed surface extending the entire width
and length of the same, spring clamping
arms of the same width as said sections se-
cured to the outer ends thereof and having
their inner ends extended beneath the ad-
jacent section and provided with threaded
apertures, and clamping screws engaging the
threaded walls of the apertures for retaining
said sections in position on a support.

2. A dish rack including extensible tele-
scopic sections of angular formation and
closed at the front and open at the rear, one
of said sections having its opposite longitudi-
nal edges bent inwardly and downwardly to
form guide flanges adapted to receive corre-
sponding guide Hanges formed on the mating
section, each section being provided with an
integral up-standing end wall and having its
base formed with a flat unobstructed bearing
surface extending the entire width and
length of the section for engagement with a
support, a spring clamping member carried
by the outer end of each section and extend-
ing in the same longitudinal plane with each
section and extended beneath the bottom of
the same, and a clamping screw threaded in
the free end of each clamping member and
adapted to bear against the support for re-
taining the rack in position thereon.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own, I have hereto affixed my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.

NETTIE L. LILLIBRIDGE.

Witnesses:

Grexva A. CoBs,
HAaRRIET A. SLACK.
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