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Thi$ invention relates to animproved article carrier

and to the method of constructing the same.
. Active outdoors people often find that the pockets of
:conventional clothing are inadequate or inconvenient. = As
an example of the winter sports, consider the problem a
skier has in reaching an object situated under layers :of
‘heavy. winter, clothing. Another example from the sum-
mer may be more graphic. Consider the problems en-
countered by the swimmer in transporting bulky objects
such as a wallet or'car keys.

It is, therefore, an object of this invention to provide
an article carrier, consisting ofa bandoleer and pocket
which may be used in addition to or in place of conven-
tional clothing pockets.

" Another object of this invention is to provide an article
carrier which may be. easily and economically manufac-
tured.. - -

The means by which the foregoing objects and other
.advantages, which will be apparent to those skilled in the

-art, are accomplished as set forth in the following speci-
-fication and claims, and are illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawings dealing with a basic embodiment of the
-present invention. Reference is made now to the accom-
.panying drawings in which:

" FIGURE 1 illustrates the invention after the first step
in ‘construction has been completed;

FIGURE 2 illustrates the completed invention in. the
expanded position; =~

FIGURE 3 is a section view of the invention through
line 3—3 of FIGURE 2;

FIGURE . 4-is a plan view of typical materials used to
construct - the invention; )

_ FIGURE 5 illustrates the completed invention in the
“normal. first folded . position;

““ FIGURE 6 is a side view of the completed invention as
*shown’in FIGURE.5; .

" FIGURE 7 is a plan view of materials used for alter-
nate constructions of the invention;

FIGURE 8 is a bottom view. of the first alternate con-
structions of the invention; .

FIGURE 9 is a side view of the first alternate construc-
tion "as shown in FIGURE 8;

FIGURE 10 is a bottom view-of the second alternate
construction of the invention;

FIGURE 11 is a side view of the second alternate con-
struction as shown in. FIGURE 10.

Referring now to- FIG. 1, the: article carrier is con-
structed of two basic elements. These are flexible sheet
11 and a flexible belt 12. Sheet 11 may be of any suit-
able geometric shape. This particular embodiment is
using adjacent rhombic shapes cut from any suitable flex-
ible material. The belt 12 is merely a strip of flexible
material of suitable dimensions. - Both elements are shown
in FIG. 3.

The sheet 11 is placed in an open position. - The belt
12 is placed along two adjoining edges of the backing
web 13 through slot 16 which has been cut between the
backing web 13 and outer web 14 along the line of the
fold 15. The seams between edges 17 and 18 of the
backing web 13 are then interconnected to the adjacent
portions of belt 12 by any suitable means such as sewing
or glueing.

The sheet 11 is then folded upon itself along the line of
the fold 15 so that backing web’ 13 and outer web 14 are
ad’jacent with- the fold 19 forming the closed border of
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the upper peak of the article carrier. Edges 22 and 23
are interconnected to the adjacent portions of belt 12.
It is' necessary that a portion of these seams follow the
oblique path across belt 12 as indicated by broken lines
25 and 26.

The article carrier is now substantially as shown in
FIG. 2. The only steps remaining are to close seams 27
and 28 interconnecting the backing web 13, belt 12, and
outer web 14. The open border of the upper peak, as
defined by edge 20 of backing web- 13 and edge 21 of
outer web 14, forms the access opening. This may be
closed by any suitable means such as the zipper 24.

The belt 12 may be a continuous or discontinuous loop
as indicated in FIG. 2 or it may have separable connect-
ing means such as the buckle 29 shown in FIG. 1.

FIGURE 3 is a section taken through line 3—3 of FIG.
2. . The article carrier is shown in its extended position
as it would be just prior to inserting an article therein.
It is obvious that with webs 13 and 14 constructed of
flexible material the carrier could expand from this posi-
tion to maximum volume.

FIGURE 4 is a plan view of the materials used to con-
struct. the article carrier. It should be here noted that it
is not necessary that the sheet 11 be formed of two ad-
jacent parallelogram or rhombic figures. The only re-
quirement ‘is obvious. That is webs 13 and 14 must be
identical in size and shape. An example of a modification
of the basic invention would be to have curved edges in
place of edges 17, 18, 22 and 23.

The completed article carrier is shown in FIG. 5 and
FIG. 6, in its normal first folded position. It is necessary
to note that as here shown the upper peak has been folded
so-that the upper and lower portions of the outer web
are adjacent. When normally not in use the upper peak
will hang adjacent either web along a line of fold defined
by points 3¢ and 31 which are the initial points of con-
nection between the webs and the belt. The expanded
position of the article carrier is indicated by the dotted
lines.

FIGURE 7 is a plan view of the materials used to con-
struct the first or second alternate forms of the article
carrier. A single sheet of flexible material forms back-
ing web 13 and outer web 14. When folded along the
line 32 the fold becomes one border of the pocket. . Tt
is obvious that the webs may be made of separate sheets
and interconnected along the border here defined by the
fold. '

The first alternate construction requires the addition
of suitable tabs 33 and 34 to either web. These tabs may
be of any geometric shape to be determined by the over-
all design of the article carrier., They are here shown as
part of web 14. FIGURE 8 shows the assembled first
alternate construction illustrating how the addition of the
tabs increases the capacity of the receptacle.  FIGURE 9
is a side view of the alternate construction as shown in
FIGURE 8.

The second alternate construction uses tabs on adja-~
cent sides of both webs. These tabs are shown as tabs
33 and'34 on web 14 and tabs 35 and 36 on web 13. The
tabs are interconnected along adjoining edges to construct
the . carrier as shown in FIGURES 10 and 11. Having
tabs on both webs will allow for accordion like expansion
of the receptacle and will give maximum volume.

The invention may be embodied in other specific forms
without departing from the spirit or essential character-
istics thereof. The present embodiment is therefore to
be considered in all respects as illustrative and not re-
strictive, the scope of the invention being indicated by
the appended claims rather than by the foregoing de-
scription, and all changes which come within the mean-
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ing and range of equivalency of the claims are therefore
to be embraced therein.

What is claimed and desired to be secured by United
States Letters Patent is:

1. An expansible pocket defined by a plurality of bor-
ders consisting of a backing web, an outer web, and a
body encompassing belt positioned therebetween along
two adjoining borders, said webs and belt being inter-
connected along contiguous seams, said webs being
formed by folding a single sheet of flexible material, the
fold being another pocket border, and the remaining bor-
der being open to provide an access opening.

2. The invention according to claim 1 in which a
closure means is provided for the access opening.

3. An expansible pocket and bandoleer combination
comprising a backing web, an outer web, and a body en-
compassing belt, said backing and outer webs being con-
structed of a single sheet of material so folded as to form
both webs and one border of the expansible pocket, said
belt being positioned along two adjacent open ssams of
the backing and outer webs and being interconnected
therebetween, said belt thus defining a second and third
border of said pocket, and the remaining border being
an access opening.

4. The expansible pocket according to claim 3 in which
a closure means is provided for the access opening.

5. An expansible pocket and bandoleer combination
comprising a backing web, an outer web, and a body en-
compassing belt, said webs being formed by folding a
single flexible sheet of material upon itself to define the
side walls and one border of the pocket, said belt being
positioned between adjacent edges of two other borders
of said pocket and being interconnected therebetween,
the remaining border providing an access opening, said
pocket when not in use being in a normal first folded
position with a peak thereof being above the belt and be-
ing defined by the access and folded borders hanging in
a fold next to either web, and said pocket when in use
being adapted to expand into a second position with said
peak upright between said belt.

6. The expansible pocket according to claim 5 in which
the access opening is provided with a closure means.

7. An article carrier comprising a flexible receptacle,
the side walls of said receptacle being formed from a
single sheet of fiexible material folded upon itself along
the junctions between two parallelogram sections of the
sheet with the resulting fold defining a closed portion of
the upper part of the receptacle, a body attaching belt
formed of flexible material positioned along two adjoin-~
ing borders, said walls and belt being interconnected along
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contiguous seams forming the lower part of the recep-
tacle, the remaining border being an access opening and
remaining border of the upper part of the receptacle, said
receptacle when not in use being in normal first folded
position adjacent either web with said upper part hang-
ingz about a fold defined by the points of initial inter-
connection between the belt and the webs, and said pocket
when in use being adapted to expand into a second posi-
tion with said upper part extending upwards from said
lower part aliowing maximum capacity.

8. An article carrier comprising a flexible receptacle,
the front and rear webs of said receptacle being formed
from a single sheet of flexible material folded upon itself
with the resulting fold defining a closed portion of an
apper part of the receptacle, a body attached belt formed
of flexible material positioned along two adjoining bor-
ders of said webs and being interconnected therebetween
forming a lower part of the receptacle, the remaining
border being an access opening and remaining border of
the upper part of said receptacle, said receptacle when
not in use being in a normal first folded position with
said upper part folded against said lower part with the
line of the fold being defined by the points of web and
belt contact, said receptacle when in use being in an ex-
panded position with said upper part extending away from
said lower part allowing maximum receptacle capacity.

9. An expansible pocket and bandoleer combination
comprising a backing web, an outer web, and a body en-
compassing belt, said belt being positioned between adja-
cent edges of said webs and being interconnected there-
between forming two borders of said pocket, said webs
being interconnected along another edge forming a third
border of said pocket, the remaining border providing an
access opening, said pocket when not in use assuming a
normal first folded position with a peak thereof being
above the belt and being defined by the access opening
and the web-to-web border hanging in a fold next to
either web, and said pocket when in use being adapted to
expand into a second position with said peak upright be-
tween said belt.
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