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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that i, TEIoMAS F. BoyLE, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Los Angeles, county of Los Angeles, State 

5 of California, have invented new and (use 
fui Improvements in Tamper - Handle 
Clutches, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
This invention relates to tampers such as 

used by Workmen in laying concrete or any 
similar operation. 
The object of the invention is to produce 

a tamper having improved means for se 
cuting the handle to the blade or piate of 

25, the tail per so as to enable the handle to 
he readily changed or 'eplaced when broken 
and to constrict the device so as to enable 
broken handles Stich as the handles of 
shovels to be readily attached to the blade 
without iecessitating the driving of fasten 
ing devices into the handle. The means for 
attaching the handle to the plate is con 
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structed so that it can be readily discon 
nected when it is desired to substitute an 

25 other handle of the same or different length 
or strength, or when desired to permit the 
handle to be temporarily removed from the 
plate; and this arrangement facilitates the 
transportation of the tamper from place to 
place. 

in the drawing forming a part of the 
annexed specification, Figure 1 is a perspec 
tive of a taiyipei constructed according to 
my invention, the upper portion of the 
handle being broken away. Fig. 2 is a plan 
of the tamper with the handle in position. 
Fig. 3 is a perspective showing one of the 
jaws of the champing device which secures 
the handle to the plate and presenting the 
jaw as reimaved. Fig. 4 is a view similar 
to Fig. 3 but showing one of the jaws hav 
ing a special constriction for a purpose 

wiil appear more fully hereinafter. 
iring more particiarly to the parts 
ents the body or plate of the tamper 

ich is of rectangilar or Square form as 
shown. When the tain pet is to be used on 
concreie form this plate of wrought iron 
or steel for I have discovered that the con 
crete will not adhere to the piate of this 
material as it will adhere to cast iron, 
which is the material generally adopted for 
his stirpose. Neal tie middle of the plate 
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provide a plurality of circumferential 
". - . laye horizontal feet 3 vs. ) 

vici aire it 
s & SS 

aciled is the piate by Saitable 

I rivets 8 as indicated, and these jaws also 
comprise upwardly extending spurs 9 which 
present flat inner faces 10. provide three 
of the jaws 6 arranged as shown in Fig. 2 
on the three sides of the handle i.1 and on 
the fourth side of the handle provide a 
Special jaw 12, the construction of which is 
clearly shown in Fig. 4. This special jaw 
is formed with a foot, 13 similar to the foot 
which is liveted to the plate and is formed 

with an upwardly extending spur 14 similar 
to the spur's 9. These spars are all provided 
With inclined or cirved surfaces 15 on their 
outer sides so that the spurs 9 taper toward 
their upper edges 6. The jaw i2 however 
is formed at its upper end with an exten 
sion ol' tongue 17 which is bent outwardly 
and the downwardly so as to form verti 
cally clongated eye or loop 18. This eye or 

ing ring 19 winich is adapted to be forced 
down on the inclined faces 5 so as to force 
the jaws inwardly to camp, the handle as 
will be readily understood from inspection 
of Fig. 1. In this connection it, should be 
understood that the spurs 9 and 4 have a 

them to be spring inwardly. 
end of the handle is cut off squarely and 
shown. When the handle is placed in posi. 

down so as to jam it on the jaws and it will 
be evident that the jaws and the ring form 
a clamp securely holding the handle of the, 
tamper to the plate thereof. If it is de 
sired to remove the handle, this can be readily accomplished by driving the ring up 
wardly toward the small ends of the spur's 
and attention is callied to the fact that wher. 
the handle is removed the sing 19 is held 
by the special jaw 12 so as to prevent, its 
becoming detached or lost, . 

It will be evident that with tie tamper 
constructed as described the 
readily placed in position or removed. The 
fact that the handle can be readily removed 
renders it, possible to disengage he handle 
from the body of the tamper when it is to 
be moved from one place to another where 
concrete is being laid. 

Special attention is called to the material 
out of which the late is made when the 
device is used in laying concrete and to the 
fact, that the concrete will not adhere to tie 
imaterials, wrought iron or steei, as it would 
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loop 18 affo'c's means for retaining a clamp 

certain amount of resiliency which permits 
The iower 

Seats against the upper side of the plate as 
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tion between the jaws, the ring 19 is driven 
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to cast iron. It follows of course that the tapered portion of the spur for the recep 
lower face of the tamper maintains itself tion of a clamping ring, a tool handle 
clean and this makes the device more effi- formed so as to enter said socket, and a 
cient in use. clamping ring passing through said eye or 

5 What claim is:- loop and adapted to slide substantially the 20 
A tamping tool, comprising a rectangular length of the loop, said ring engaging said 

metallic: tamping plate, a plurality of up- jaws to hold said handle in rigid engage 
Wardly extending jaws secured at right ment with said tamping plate. 
angles to one face of said plate, said jaws In witness that I claim the foregoing 

10 being arranged circumferentially so as to have hereunto subscribed my name this 7th 25 form a handle socket, the upper ends of all day of September, 1910. 
of said jaws being tapered to form spurs, THOMAS F. BOYLE. 
one of said jaws having an elongated eye Witnesses: 
or loop formed integrally there with and ex- F. M. SMITH, 

15 tending substantially the length of the HoRACE G. THURSBY. 


