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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A belt buckle for use with a leather or similar strap 

of a type adapted to clamp one end of the strap between 
a pair of pivotally interconnected elements, in which 
the elements include integral strap cutting means, where 
by the length of the belt may be adjusted upon opening 
the elements, and simultaneously cut and lock upon clos 
ing the same on an end of a belt strap. 

a-vism 

This invention relates generally to the field of belt 
buckles, and more particularly to a belt buckle con 
struction having means integrally formed therewith for 
shortening a length of belt to a required dimension. 
As is well known in the art, it is necessary for a 

clothing sales outlet to stock belts, not only in a variety 
of colors, finishes and the like, but also in a substantial 
number of different lengths of belt, usually differing from 
each other in length by 2' intervals. Thus, for each 
given style and color, it might be necessary to stock belts 
of 28', 30', 32', 34', and 36' lengths. This require 
ment makes necessary the stocking of a far larger num 
ber of individual belts than would be the case where 
only a single size requirement must be met. 

It is therefore among the principal objects of the 
present invention to provide an improved belt buckle 
construction incorporating means for shortening the belt 
portion of an integrated belt and buckle, wherein only 
the largest size of belt need be carried in stock, the re 
maining sizes being obtained by cutting unwanted seg 
ments of the belt portion as required. 
Another object of the invention lies in the provision of 

an improved belt buckle construction in which the in 
corporated cutting means is substantially concealed with 
in the buckle construction, whereby the same may be 
completely concealed from view, and offer no sharpened 
edges which might injure the wearer or damage his 
clothing. 
A further object of the invention lies in the provision 

of an improved belt buckle construction of the class de 
scribed, and possessed of the above advantages, in which 
the cost of fabrication may be of a reasonably low order, 
thereby permitting consequent wide sale, distribution and 
S. 

Yet another object of the invention lies in the provision 
of an improved belt buckle construction incorporating 
belt cutting means which may be conveniently manipu 
lated by the user without resort to special skills, and 
using only ordinary, if any, tools. 
A feature of the disclosed embodiment lies in the fact 

that the buckle may incorporate almost any desired orna 
mental aspects, and may include provisions for changing 
the exposed portions thereof. 
These objects and features, as well as other incidental 

ends and advantages, will more fully appear in the 
progress of the following disclosure, and be pointed out 
in the appended claims. 

In the drawing, to which refreence will be made in the 
specification, similar reference characters have been em 
ployed to designate corresponding parts throughout the 
several views. 
FIGURE 1 is a view in elevation of an embodiment 

of the invention. 
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FIGURE 2 is a longitudinal sectional view as seen 

from the plane 2-2 in FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 3 is a sectional view corresponding to that 

Seen in FIGURE 2, but showing the cutting means in fully 
opened condition. 
FIGURE 4 is a similar sectional view showing the 

shearing action of the cutting means. 
In accordance with the invention, the device, generally 

indicated by reference character 10 includes a conven 
tional leather, plastic or web belt portion 11, a first or 
inner buckle element 12, a second or outer buckle ele 
ment 13, cooperating cutting means 14, and a third or 
free end engaging buckle element 15. 
The first or inner buckle element 12 is preferably 

formed as a metallic stamping from a unitary blank of 
material, and includes a base member 17 having a first or 
inner surface 18 and a second or outer surface 19. A 
transversely disposed lip 20 extends slightly inwardly from 
the plane of the base member 17 and is bounded by an 
end edge 21. At an opposite end of the base member 7 
is a bifurcated portion 22 forming first and second hook 
members 23 and 24, respectively. The hook membrs 23 
24 define a slot 25 therebetween as well as a recess 26 
for engagement of the element 15 in detachable manner. 

Extending at right angles from the plane of the base 
member 17 are first and second side flange members 28 
and 29, each including a first projection 30 having an 
orifice 31 for the purpose of pivotally engaging the 
second buckle element 13, and a resilient projection 32 
for the purpose of forming a locking detent for main 
taining the first and second elements 12-13 in relatively 
closed condition, 
The second or outer buckle element 13 is also prefer 

ably formed as a metallic stamping, and includes a base 
member 35 bounded by first and second surfaces 36 and 
37, respectively as well as side edges 38 and 39. Adja 
cent one end of the edges 38-39 are corresponding pro 
jections 40 adapted to engage the projections 32. 
The base member 35 includes a bifurcated portion 

42 forming curved fingers 43 and 44 adapted to overlie 
the free ends of the hook members 23 and 24, respectively. 
Extending at an angle with respect to the plane of the base 
member 35 from an end edge 45 is a toothed flange 46, 
the teeth 47 of which are adapted to engage the flat ad 
jacent surface of the belt portion 11. 
The cutting means 4 includes a first blade member 

49 on the element 12 and second blade member 50 on the 
element 13. The cutting edges 51 and 52 are preferably 
disposed in mutually non-parallel relation, so that during 
engagement the shearing action obtained is progressive 
from one end of the blades to the other, in the manner 
obtained when using a shears. 

Cutting the belt portion 11 to proper length requires 
only a placing of the belt about the wearer to determine 
the correct length, excess belting being pulled in a right 
ward direction as seen in FIGURE 1 to position the cut 
ting line beneath the means 14. This is accomplished when 
the parts are in the relative position shown in FIGURE 
2. Next the buckle elements 12 and 13 are moved to 
gether as shown in FIGURE 3, wherein a pivoting action 
takes place about an axis through the projections 55 dis 
posed in the orifices 31, wherein the cutting edges 51 and 
52 bear against opposite surfaces of the belt portion 1, 
and progressively cut through the same. The elements 12 
and 13 may then be moved mutually apart, if necessary, to 
permit the sheared portion of the belt to be removed, and 
again closed to enable the flange 46 to engage the end of 
the remaining part of the belt portion 11 and wedge the 
same against the lip 20. 

I wish it to be understood that I do not consider the 
invention limited to the precise details of structure shown 
and set forth in this specification, for obvious modifica 
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tions will occur to those skilled in the art to which the in 
vention pertains. 

I claim: 
1. In a belt buckle construction of a type including first 

and second buckle elements, means interconnecting said 
elements for relative pivotal movement between open and 
closed positions, and gripping means on at least one of said 
elements co-operating with the other of said elements for 
positively gripping a planar belt segment therebetween 
upon moving said buckle elements to closed position, one 
of said buckle elements having means for engaging an 
opposite end of said belt segment, the improvement com 
prising: cooperative shearing means on an inner surface 
of each of said first and second buckle elements, serving 
to shear a segment of belt disposed therebetween with the 
moving of said first and second buckle elements to closed 
position. 
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2. Structure in accordance with claim 1 in which said 

shearing means includes first and second blades having 
cutting edges which are in mutual non-parallel relation. 
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