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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, BENJAMIN B. TROM 

BLEY, a citizen of the United States, residin at Syracuse, in the county of Onondaga and 
State of New York, have invented new and 
useful Improvements in Combination Tools, 
of which the following is a specification. 

It is the purpose of this invention to pro 
vide a tool of novel construction, to permit 
of its use in a number of capacities, the tool 
being susceptible of use as a putty knife, a 
screw-driver, and a tack-puller. 
More specifically stated, the invention con 

templates the provision of a tool embodying 
a slotted handle, and a blade pivoted at an 
appropriate point in its length on said han 
dle, so that either end of the blade can be ar 
ranged in an extended or projecting position 
for use, one end of the blade being relatively 
wide for use as a putty knife, while the other 
end of the blade is reduced in width and de 
signed for use in the capacity of a screw 
driver, the blade also being provided with 
an opening of the proper configuration to 
allow the tool to be used as a tack-puller. 

In carrying out the invention, I also pro 
vide a novel construction of means for hold 
ing the plate fixed with relation to the han 
dle, irrespective of which end of the blade 
is presented for use. 
The nature and advantages of the inven 

tion will be better understood when the fol 
lowing detailed description is read in con 
nection with the accompanying drawings, 
the invention residing in the construction, 
combination, and arrangement of parts as 
claimed. 

In the drawings forming part of this ap 
plication, like numerals of reference indicate 
similar parts in the several views, and 
wherein: 

Figure 1 is a plan view of the tool showing 
the position of the blade when the tool is 
used as a putty knife; 

Fig. 2 is a view taken at a right angle to 
Fig.1 ; 

Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 1 showing 
the position of the blade when the tool is 
used in the capacity of the screw-driver; 

Fig. 4 is a horizontal sectional view taken 
on the line 4-4 of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 5 is a transverse sectional view taken 
on the line 5-5 of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 6 is a plan view of the blade removed 
from the handle; and 

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary view of the handle 
partly in section. 
The tool forming the subject-matter of the 

present invention embodies a handle 10 
which is slotted or bifurcated as at 11, and 
pivotally associated with this handle is a 
tool blade as shown. As shown in Fig. 5, the 
bifucation extends substantially the entire 
length of the handle and is formed with a 
laterally extending shoulder at one side of 
the base of the bifurcation, the shoulder be 
ing indicated at 11 against which shoulder 
the narrower and longer end 13 of the blade 
is intended to strike when folded in, as 
shown in Fig. 1. This blade is pivoted with 
in the slot 11 at a point approximately mid 
way between the ends of the blade, and this 
blade is of a length to permit either end 
thereof to be positioned within the slot 11 
with the other end of the blade projected be 
yond the end of the handle for use. It is of 
course to be understood that the blade is de 
signed for a twofold purpose, one end 12 
being relatively wide and tapered adjacent 
its forward edge to permit of its use in the 
capacity of a putty knife, while the other 
end 13 of the blade is gradually reduced in 
width and tapered at its free edge giving: 
this portion of the tool an outline similar to 
a screw-driver shank, so that the blade can 
be used in this capacity. The larger end 12 
is also provided with an opening 14 of a 
shape to permit this tool to be used as a tack 
puller. Either end of the blade can be swung 
to a position for use, at which time the other 
end of the blade is positioned within the slot 
11 of the handle. 
Any suitable means may be employed to 

hold the blade fixed relative to the handle 
while the tool is in use, but I preferably 
make use of a pivoted latch 15 arranged to 
operate within a longitudinal slot 16 formed 
in one side of the handle. This latch is pro 
vided with a cam head 17 which is adapted 
to be received by a slot 18 formed in the re 
duced end portion of the blade 13 when this 
portion is positioned within the slot 11 of the 
handle thus holding the blade against casual 
movement about its pivot. When this por 
tion 13 is extended for use, and the wide por 
tion 12 of the blade positioned within the 
slot 11 of the handle, the opening 14 which 
permits the use of the tool in the capacity of 
a tack-puller is arranged directly beneath. 
the slot 16 of the handle to receive the lock 
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ing pin 15. The tool is very useful for the 
purpose intended and by reason of its sim 
plicity of construction can be manufactured 
and sold at a nominal cost. 
While it is believed that from the forego 

ing description the nature and advantages 
of the invention will be readily apparent, I 
desire to have it understood that I do not 
limit myself to what is herein shown and de 
scribed, and that such changes may be re 
sorted to when desired as fall within the 
scope of what is claimed. 
Having thus described the invention, I 

claim: 
A tool comprising a handle having a bi 
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furcation extending longitudinally through 
out substantially its entire length and fur 
ther provided with a slot at one side thereof 
and a shoulder at One side of the base of the 
bifurcation, a blade arranged between the 
bifurcated parts of the handle and having a 
slot therein, a pivot extending through the 
ends of the handle and blade, a latch pivoted 
to the handle and operated in the slot there 
of and having a cam surface movable 
through the slot in the blade and engageable 
with the opposite side of the handle. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 
BENJAMN B. TROMBLEY. 
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