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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, Max SIELAFF, a subject
of the King of Prussia, German Emperor, and
a resident of 28 Spenerstrasse, Berlin, in the
Kingdom of Prussia, German Empire, have
invented a new and Improved Mechanism for
Dispensing Stamps, Tickets, or the Like, of
which the following is an exact specification.

My invention relates to a mechanism for
digpensing stamps, tickets, and thelike, which
are printed upon long strips of paper provided
with perforations for easily separating the
single stamps, and has especially for its pur-
pose to provide a very simple construction of
apparatus in which the faults sometimes aris-
ing in the constructions hitherto used by small
differences in the length of the several stamps.
tickets, or the like are perfectly avoided. I
attain this purpose by the mechanism illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 is a vertical section of the mech-
anism. Figs. 2, 3, and 4 are detail views of
part of the same.

@ and b are rollers suitably journaled in a
casing A and arranged one above the other and
each provided with an annular groove ¢, so as
to form a free space d.

¢ is a paper strip provided with perforated
lines situated at the same distances from one
another, so as to form the stamps or tickets.

F1is a lever pivoted upon a pin or stud g,
carried by the casing and provided with a
eripping device.

/18 a bar connected to the lever £, by means
of which bar this lever can be oscillated, as
shown in dotted lines in Fig. 1. The lever /
is on its free end provided with a nose 4, form-
ing one finger of the gripping device. The
other finger is formed by adouble-armed lever
L, pivoted at Z.  To the lever f a spring = is
fixed, which always tends to press the upper
arm of the lever ~ upon the finger 2. Inorder
to open the gripping device, a pin o, secured
to the inner wall of the casing, is provided,
which in case the lever # oscillates pushes
against the lower arm 7 of the double-armed
lever %, and herewith opens the gripping de-
vice, as may be seen from Fig. 1.

Tn order to hold the gripping device in the
open position—thatis to say, to be able togrip

the paper stripsituated between the rollers a
and A—a pin p is provided in the lower part
of the lever £, around which pin-aspiral spring
¢ is situated, which always tends to bring,the
pin to the position shown in Fig. 3, in which
position the end of the pin p projects over
the side of the lever /. In order to avoid a
falling out of the pin p, an annular ring p’
is fixed to the same. The pinp issituated so
as to avoid a closing of the gripping device
before the paper strip ¢ is situated within the
same. As soon as the paper strip is situated
within the gripping device the end 7 of the
pin p which is bowed upward, as may be seen
from Fig. 8, pushes against a wedge-shaped
iron piece s, secured to the casing A, and
slides along the beveled surface of the same,
thereby drawing the pin p back against the
pressure of the spiral spring ¢. As soon as
the pin » no more projects over the side sur-
face of the lever 7 the upper arm of the dou-
ble-armed lever Z is pressed downward by
means of the spring n—that is to say, the
gripping device is closed and the paper strip
situated between the fingers of the same is
seized.

The operation of the apparatus is as follows:
In order to tear one stamp or ticket off the
strip ¢, the lever 7 is brought to the position
shown in full lines in Fig. 1, in which posi-
tion the paper strip is held fast between the
fingers of the gripping device. Hereafter the
bar 4 is pulled backward. Now as therollers
@ and b are pressed one upon the other, so that
a certain pull is necessary in order to rotate
the same, which pull can be adjusted by ad-
justing the pressure exercised upon the rollers,
the stamp which is pulled forward will in case
the pressure between the rollers is adjusted
according to the strength of the paper tear off
as soon as a perforated line has passed be-
tween the rollers ¢ and )—that is to say, the
pressure exercised npon the rollers must be
adjusted in that way that the strength of the
paper strip is sufficient to rotate the rollers
by pulling the paper strip forward; but the
strength which the paper strip posseses on the
lines weakened by the perforations is not suf-
ficient to do so, so that the strip will tear as
soon as a perforated line has passed between
the rollers ¢ and b. After the stamp has been
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torn off in this manner the lower arm m of the
double-armed lever % pushes against the pin o,

‘thereby opening the gripping device and drop-

ping the stamp or ticket which was held fast
by the same.

By the arrangement of the pin p, which as
soon ag the gripping device is opened jumps
forward by the action of the spiral spring ¢,
the gripping device is held open until it is
brought back to the position shown in full
lines in Fig. 1, in which position it is closed
again as the projecting end of the pin » which
held it open is pulled backward by the other
end 7 of this pin sliding along the beveled sur-
face of the part s.

It will be understood that the device can be
used in combination with a coin-freed mech-
anism, in which case a mechanism must be
provided effecting that the bar % can only be
moved after a coin has been deposited in the
apparatus. The mechanism can be modified
in different respects, or, for instance, instead
of the rollers @ and b, provided with grooves,
one small roller can be provided, which is sit-
unated in the middle of the paper strip, sothat
one or two gripping devices seize the same on
one or both sides projecting over the rollers.

Instead of the rollers ¢ and & brake-blocks

-may be provided without changing the effect

of the invention.

Having thus fully deseribed the nature of my
said invention, what I desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent of the United States is—

1. Inmechanism of the character described,
the combination with oppositely-arranged sur-
faces between which a strip of paper is adapt-

- ed to be moved, said surfaces operating to
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exert pressure upon the said strip, of a mov-
able lever or bar and a gripping device car-
ried thereby adapted to grip the paper strip
and pull it through the said oppositely-ar-
ranged surfaces when the said lever is moved
as and for the purpose set forth.

2. Inmechanism of the character described,
the combination with oppositely-arranged sur-
faces between which a strip of paper is adapt-
ed to be moved, said surfaces operating to ex-
ert pressure upon said strip, of a movable le-
ver or bar, a gripping device carried thereby
adapted to grip the paper strip and pull 1t
through the said oppositely-arranged surfaces
when the said lever is moved, and means for
operating the gripping device to cause it to
release the ticket or stamp torn from the strip.
3. Inmechanism of the character described,
the combination with two oppositely- arran@ed
surfaces ‘between which a strip of paper is
adapted to be moved, said surfaces operating
to exert pressure upon the said strip, of a le-
ver pivoted to one end and adapted to oscil-
late so as to carry its opposite or free end to-
ward and away from the said surfaces, and a
gripping device carried by the said free end
of the lever and adapted to grip the paper

strip and pull it through the said oppositely-
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arranged surfaces when the lever is oscillated
in one dlrectlon, as set forth.

4. In mechanism of the character descrlbed
the combination with oppositely-arranged sur-
faces between which a strip of paper is atapt-
ed to be moved, said surfaces operating to ex-
ert pressure upon the said strip, of a movable
lever or bar, a gripping device carried.there-
by and comprising a lever pivoted to the first
lever and having one end adapted to cosper-
ate with a nose on the first-mentioned mov-
able lever to grip the paper strip, and an
abutment against which the opposite end of
the pivoted lever is adapted to strike to cause
the gripping end of the latter lever to move
away from the strip and release the latter, all
in the manner specified.

5. Inmechanism of the character described,
the combination with oppositely-arranged sur-
faces between which a strip of paper is adapt-
ed to be moved, said surfaces operating to ex-
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ert pressure upon the paper strip, a lever or -

bar pivoted at one end, a gripping device car-
ried by the free end of the said lever and com-
prising a second lever pivoted to the first le-
ver, one end of the second lever codperating
with a nose on the first lever to grip the pa-
per strip, an abutment against which the other
end of the second lever is adapted to strike
when the first lever ismoved in one direction,
a spring-actuated pin arranged to engage and
hold the second lever in releasing position and
means for drawing the said pin out of engage-
ment with the second lever when the levers
are moved-in a direction to again engage the
paper strip.

‘6. Inmechanism of the character described,
the combination with oppositely-arranged sur-
faces between which a strip of paper is adapt-
ed to be moved, said surfaces operating to ex-
ert pressure upon the paper strip, a lever or
bar pivoted at one end, a gripping device car-
ried by the free end of the said lever and com-
prising a second lever pivoted to the first le-
ver, one end of the second lever codperating
with a nose on the first lever to grip the pa-
per strip, an abutment against which the other
end of the second lever is adapted to strike
when the first lever is moved in one direction,
a spring-actuated pin arranged to engage and
hold the second lever in releasing position and
an abutment having an inclined surface ar-
ranged so that one end of the spring-actuated
pin will strike against it and be moved end-
wise to cause its opposite end to release the
pivoted lever, when the parts are moved in a
direction to again engage the paper strip.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name in pres-
ence of two subseribing witnesses.

MAX SIELAFEF.

‘Witnesses:
WOLDEMAR I‘IAU’PT
Hrxry HaspPrr.
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