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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY A. FRANCIS, a
subject of the Queen of Great Britain, resid-
ing at Toronto, in the county of York, Onta-
rio, Canada, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Garment-Fastenings,
(for which I have obtained a Canadian pat-
ent, No. 37,345, dated November 26, 1891,) of

which the following is a specification, refer-

ence being had therein to the accompanying
drawings.

This improvement relates to an improved
fastening having an eye adapted to be used
in connection with an ordinary dress-hook,
and isdesigned to be cheaply made and adapt-
ed to be readily introduced into the dress
material and held there with its ends con-
cealed therein without sewing.

Previous to my invention buttons had been
fastened on shoes by means of a wire having
a loop to receive the shank of a button, which
wire was provided with a head or loop at one
end and having its other end bent at right
angles to its lentrth and both ends exposed
as shown in the United States Patent No.
189,419. Buttonshad alsobeen provided with
fastening devices consisting of a headed pin
having its upper portion bent into an eye,
as shown in the United States Patent No.
338,377. Buttons have also been fastened on
with a wire fastening having a loop atits cen-
terand substautlally-straldht ends with points

projecting at right angles to the axis of the

fastening, so as to embed the ends in the
leather, as shown in the reissued Patent No.
8,629, and eyes of various forms have been
provided adapted to besewed tothe material to
which they were attached—such, for instance,
as that shown in the United States Patent
No. 369,972; but no one of these shows the pe-
culiar construction shown by my invention,
which is particularly adapted to be used in
combination with an ordinary dress-hook and
to be attached to the material by simply pass-
ing it through the garment from the inner
side of the cloth and then turning its point
again through the cloth, whereby both ends

of the eye are perfectly concealed, and yet

" the eye is securely held in position in the
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goods. To accomplish these ends, I have made
what I callan “eye-pin,” becauseitisinserted
in the garmentin substantially the same man-

ner as a pin isinserted, it beingprovided with
a point to enable it to readily pierce and find
its way through the fabric of which the gar-
ment is made

My invention therefore consists, essentlally,
in an eye-pin having a loop at its center to
form the eye, a body extending in opposite
sidesof theloopand one end of thebody sharp-
ened to form a piercing-point, as hereinafter
more particularly deseribed, and then defi-
nitely claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, which show
what I now consider the preferable form of
my improvement, Figure 1 is a side view of
an unattached eye constructed according to
my improvement. Fig. 2 is a similar view of
a modification; Fig. 3, a plan of the same.
Fig. 4 shows a plan of part of a dress with
eyes likethat shown in Fig. 1 attached, partly
broken away to show the eye. Fig. 5 is a
similar view having eyes like that shown in
Figs. 2 and 3.

All of the above are on a large scale, the
better to show the improvement,

Referring now to the details of the draw-

ings by letters, A represents the.dress goods

provided with hooks B, of any approved form
and in which there is nothing new, and there-
fore no further descriplion of them is needed.
The eyes are shown in two forms to suit dif-
ferent styles of dresses; but both are essen-
tially alike and have the same parts, the only
difference beingin the form of the head, which

-in one is in the same plane with the loop,

while in the other the loop and head are on
planes at right angles toeach other. The es-
sential pa1ts of the eyes arethebody C, having
loop ¢ and the head ¢’, and the whole is pr ef-
erably bent out of ere of any desired metal,
which may be left of its natural color or
whitened in the usual manner.

‘When it is desired to set the eye in the ex-
treme edge of the garment, as in Fig. 4, the
eye has 1ts loop and ‘head bent on the same
plane and with the head set a little on one
side of thebody, as shownin Fig.1; butwhere
it has to be set at a short dls’oance from the

edge of the garment, as in Fig. 5,theloop and
head are set at right angles, with the head
set centrally, as shown in Figs. 2 and 3.

To use my eye, no sewing is necessary;

but all that is actually reqmred is to pass its
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pointed end through the fabric from the in-
side thereof and then return thepointtothein-
side again through another place in the fab-
rie a short distance from the place where it
first passed through.

When the form of eye shown in Fig. 1 is
used, it should be inserted in the edge of the
fold of the material, as shown in Fig. 4; but
when the eye illustrated in Figs. 2 and 3 is
used it should be set through the eloth a short
distance from the edge of the fabric,as shown
in Fig. 5. In both these instances it will be
seen that although the loop projects to re-
ceive the hooks yet the ends of the eye are
wholly concealed between two of the layers
of the cloth formingthedressor garmentand
that no sewing is required to perfectly secure
the eye. A few stitches may, however, if
thought desirable, be made through the head,
if the material is very thin or flimsy; but this

willnot be generally required, especially when |

the usual “stays” are used in the edge of a
garment.

From the:description of my fastening above |
set forth it will be seen that I have produced
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a perfect substitute for the old-fashioned eye
that will not only form a much better fasten-
ing, but one that with the exc&ption of the
loop is entirely concealed and that can also
be used in lieu of the thread-loops usually
made by the needle and which take so long
to make and when made soon wear out.

What I claim as new . is—

1. A garment-fastening consisting of an eye-
pin having a loop at its center to form the eye,
the body of the fastening extending in oppo-
site directions on each side of the loop, and
oneend of the bodysharpened to form a pierc-
ing-point, substantially as desecribed.

- 2. The combination of the fabrie with the
looped and pointed pin set to place by piere-
ing the fabric, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof L affix my signature, in

-presence of two witnesses, this 18th day of

December, 1891.
HENRY A. FRANCIS.

Witnesses:
ALEX. S. STEUART,
THOS. E. ROBERTSON.
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