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1 Claim. (Cil. 54-46) 

The invention relates to saddlery and has reference to 
a temporary adjustment of the stirrup strap of a saddle to 
make it easier to mount a horse. 

Although the employment of horses as necessary beasts 
of burden on frams and ranches has been supplanted to 
a great extent by mechanized vehicles quite on the con 
trary, there has been a tremendous increase in interest 
for horses as riding horses as a means of outdoor recrea 
tion. This, naturally, has produced a considerable de 
mand for riding equipment such as saddles and the 
necessary accompanying harnesses. Because riding is 
such an old art there is much of the traditional in saddlery 
which the riding fraternity seeks to preserve. There are 
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also certain utilitarian features which have been tried 
and tested for so many years that they have admitted of 
very little improvement currently despite the increasing 
use. The equipment, however, has been primarily de 
signed for physically active people, and this design often 
discourages the less physically active who would other 
wise be enthusiastic about the pastime. In the last men 
tioned group of people are those who exercise only in 
frequently, those who take up the pastime in later years, 
and even persons who might be handicapped in one re 
spect or another. One of the phases of riding as a pastime 
which is most troublesome is mounting the horse in the 
first instance, or possibly being able to remount when out 
on the trail. 

It is therefore the object of the invention to provide a 
new and improved adjustable stirrup which can be lowered 
on the mounting side of the horse temporarily to enable 
the person to mount the horse more easily and which can 
thereafter be readjusted in normal position for both legs. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a new 

and improved adjustable stirrup strap which can be ad 
justed so as to be lowered to any one of a number of 
selected lower positions for mounting and which, once 
the rider is mounted and in the saddle, can be easily re 
adjusted to a balanced position for both of the rider's 
legs. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide a new 
and improved adjustable stirrup strap for a saddle, which 
after being lowered on the mounting side to make it 
easier for the rider to mount the horse, can thereafter be 
automatically fastened in normal position as promptly 
as the rider readjusts the lengths of the stirrup Straps on 
both sides of his feet. 

Also included among the objects of the invention is 
to provide a new and improved adjustable stirrup strap 
for a saddle which makes it easier to reach on the mount 
ing side of the horse during mounting and which at the 
same time requires no appreciable change in conventional 
saddle construction. 

Further included among the objects of the inventions 
also is to provide a new and improved adjustable stirrup 
strap which, after being reset for riding while a person 
is in the saddle, can, with perfect comfort and safety, be 
lowered on one side for ease in dismounting. 
With these and other objects in view, the invention con 

sists in the construction, arrangement and combination 
of the various parts of the device, whereby the objects 
contemplated are attained, as hereinafter set forth, pointed 
out in the appended claim and illustrated in the ac 
companying drawings. 
FIGURE 1 is a side perspective view of a saddle 
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FIGURE 2 is a fragmentary longitudinal sectional view 

on the line 2-2 of FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 3 is a fragmentary plan view. 
FIGURE 4 is a cross-sectional view taken on the line 

4-4 of FIGURE 3. 
FIGURE 5 is a perspective view of the fastening device 

used in the adjustment. 
In an embodiment of the invention used for purposes 

of illustration, there is shown a saddle indicated generally 
by the reference character 10 which is built along sub 
stantially conventional lines or what is usually denomi 
nated a Western type saddle. The saddle consists of a 
frame 1 having at its rear portion a seat 12 around which 
is a cantle 13 at the rearward end and a saddle bow 14 
at the forward end. Saddle bars 5 and 16 forming 
lateral parts of the frame interconnect the cantle 13 
with the bow 14 on respectively opposite sides, following 
substantially a conventional type of saddle construction. 
Upon the mid-portion of the frame 11 and above the 
seat 12 is a pad 7 over which is fitted a cover 18 custom 
arily of leather and which encases the Saddle as a whole. 
The stirrup equipment for the saddle consists in part 

of a pair of stirrup straps 20 and 21, the stirrup strap 
20 comprising the upper strap, and the stirrup strap 21 
comprising the lower strap in the chosen embodiment. 
On the left side of the saddle 10, the straps are looped 
around a stirrup 22 and in an overlapped position are re 
tained by an adjusting clamp 23. The adjusting clamp is 
not described in detail in that it is a substantially conven 
tional adjusting means to set the stirrup 22 at a selected 
elevation to suit a particular user of the saddle. Similar 
ly, a stirrup 24 is provided on the opposite side, at the 
opposite ends of the straps 20 and 21 and the stirrup 
24 may be provided with an adjusting clamp (not shown) 
similar to the adjusting clamp 23. 
The special structure involving applicant's invention 

consists of the employment of a fastener indicated general 
ly by the reference character 25 which can be manipu 
lated so as to let the stirrup 22 on the left hand or mount 
ing side of the horse down to a lower position during 
mounting, as indicated by the broken line in FIGURE 1, 
and subsequently fasten the stirrup straps 20, 21 in 
balanced position for riding as shown by the solid line 
positions of FIGURE 1. 
The fastener structure in the chosen embodiment con 

sists of a plate 30 having a left end 31 and a right end 
32. The left end is provided with holes 33 and the right 
end with holes 34. The left hand and right hand ends 
31 and 32 are curved slightly so as to conform to the cur 
vature of a crown portion of the frame 11 as shown ad 
vantageously in FIGURE 4. Screws 35 extending through 
the holes 33 and 34 are employed to anchor the plate 30 
to the respective saddle bars 15 and 16 of the frame 11. 
Mounted upon and forming part of the fastener 25 is a 
slideway consisting of end walls 36 and 37 bridged by a 
top wall 38. The plate 32 itself forms the other wall of 
a passage 39 having opposite open ends 40 and 41. In 
the illustrative embodiment, the passage 39 has a rec 
tangular cross-sectional shape slightly larger than the com 
bined straps 20 and 21, which slide through the passage. 
A flap 42 normally overlies the top wall 38 and is piv 

otally attached to the end wall 37. A bracket 43 is se 
cured by conventional means to the end wall 37 and 
houses a spring 44. Tabs 45 and 46 of the flap 42 over 
lie opposite ends of the bracket 43 and provide means 
for engagement with a pivot pin 46 so that the flap 42 
swings pivotally upon the bracket 43. A peg 47, mounted 
upon a collar 48 which in turn is attached to the spring 
44, is engaged by a notch 49 in the flap, and when the 
flap is raised and urged against the peg 47, torsion spring 

equipped with the adjustable stirrup of the invention. pressure will be built up in the spring 44 sufficient to re 
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turn the flap to its initial position by spring pressure when 
released. 
Inasmuch as there is considerable depth to the end 

walls 36 and 37, the pad 17 is provided with an aper 
ture 50 cut out to allow the pad to entirely clear the 
structure of the fastener 25 which forms the slideway. A 
similar aperture 5 is provided in the cover 8. 

In order to hold the stirrup straps 20 and 21 in riding 
position as shown in the solid line position of FIGURE 
1, projections 52 and 53 are constructed upon the under 
face of the flap 42 as shown advantageously in FIG 
URES 2 and 4. In the strap 20 are provided holes 54 
and 55 which match the projections 52 and 53. On those 
occasions where the projections are as long as shown, 
holes 56 and 57 will also be provided in the strap. 21. 
at locations coinciding with the holes 54 and 55. When 
the flap 42 is lowered to the position shown in FIGURES 
1 through 4 inclusive, the projections will extend into the 
holes and prevent the straps from shifting from the Se 
lected balanced position for riding as shown by the Solid 
line position of FIGURE 1. When the left hand stirrup 
is lowered to the broken line position of FIGURE 1 for 
mounting or dismounting, the flap 42 is lifted Sufficient 
to remove the projections 52 and 53 from engagement with 
the straps in the holes 54, 55, 56 and 57. The stirrup 
22 can then be pulled down to the broken line position 
of FIGURE 1, which means, incidentally, that the stir 
rup on the right side, namely the stirrup 24, will be ele 
vated to the broken line position there shown. The po 
sition is determined by the location of a stop 60 which 
may be riveted to the strap 20 by means of rivets 6 as 
shown in FIGURE 4. The stop will be drawn to a posi 
tion abutting the side edge of the top wall 38 which de 
fines the opening 41. Engagement of the stop with the 
fastener in this fashion fixes the lower position of the left 
hand stirrup 22. The location of the stop, of course, 
can be varied to either raise or lower the lowermost po 
sition depending on various factors, as for example, the 
height of the horse on which the saddle is to be used, or 
the stature of the rider who needs the special convenience 
of a lowered mounting stirrup. 

It may also be preferable to provide additional holes 
61' and 62 in the strap 20 and 63 and 64 in the strap 2 
so that when the flap 42 is released with the stirrup in 
lowered position, the projections 52 and 53 will fall into 
the last mentioned holes and thereby temporarily anchor 
the stirrup in the desired position. 

In the structure of the fastener 25 herein defined, be 
cause of the top wall 38 extending entirely over the slide 
way, enlarged holes 65 and 66 are provided in the top 
wall 38 coinciding with the locations of the projections 
52 and 53. Making the holes 65 and 66 somewhat larg 
er permits the projections, when Swinging through an 
arc to closed and opened positions, to comfortably clear 
the walls of the last mentioned holes. 

After the rider has mounted the horse and is seated in 
the saddle, all that is necessary to return the Stirrup to 
balanced riding position is to lift the flap 42 upwardly 
so that the projections 52 and 53 are disengaged from the 
holes in the straps. The stirrup 24 may then be pushed 
downwardly from its broken line position of FIGURE 1 
to the solid line position of FIGURE 1, while in the mean 
time releasing the flap 42. When the stirrups are finally 
in balanced position, the initially described holes 54, 55, 
56 and 57 will be moved to locations beneath the pro 
jections 52 and 53 and the projections will thereupon be 
pressed into the holes by pressure of the spring 44, with 
out it being necessary for the rider to continue his hold 
upon the flap. 
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Similarly, when the convenience of a lowered stirrup 

is desired for dismounting, the rider need only lift the 
flap 42 upwardly against spring pressure removing the 
projections from the holes 54, 55, 55 and 57, and then, 
while the flap is elevated, press downwardly upon the 
stirrup 22 thereby shifting the straps until the stop 68 is 
pulled against the fastener. In the meantime, the flap 
42 may again be released and no further attention need 
be given to the strap while the rider is dismounting. 
From the foregoing description, it will be understood 

that conventional portions of the saddle and accoutrements 
do not need to be changed in order to incorporate the 
adjustable stirrup construction of the invention. The 
stirrups, moreover, can be readily adjusted either with 
the rider out of the saddle or in the saddle. Riding po 
sition of the stirrups is fixed automatically, as is also the 
convenient mounting position and there is nothing about 
the structure which interferes with shifting the stirrups 
from one position to the other at will. The stirrup straps, 
moreover, are assured of being maintained in whichever 
position is selected without prospect of dislodgment. 

While the invention has herein been shown and de 
Scribed in what is conceived to be the most practical and 
preferred embodiment, it is recognized that departures 
may be made therefrom within the scope of the inven 
tion, which is not to be limited to the details disclosed 
herein but is to be accorded the full scope of the claim 
So as to embrace any and all equivalent devices. 

Having described the invention, what is claimed as new 
in support of Letters Patent is: 
An adjustable saddle assembly for a riding saddle com 

prising a seat frame having a saddle bow at the forward 
end and a seat structure rearward of said bow, a fastener 
on Said frame rearward of said bow and comprising a 
plate, end walls, and a top wall forming a slideway of 
rectangular cross-sectional shape having opposite later 
ally open ends, Said slideway having an opening in the 
top Wall, a flap pivotally Secured with an end wall of the 
slideway and having an engaged position overlying said 
opening and a pivot hinge across one end of the slideway 
with the pivot axis extending cross-ways of the saddle, 
Said hinge including a spring between the flap and the 
sideway biased in a direction holding said flap in a po 
sition closed against Said opening, a stirrup assembly 
comprising a strap member and stirrups at respective op 
posite ends of Said strap member, said strap member 
slidably received in the slideway of the fastener having a 
hole at a location Substantially midway between oppo 
site ends and projection means on said flap adapted to re 
leasably engage said hole whereby to hold said strap 
member and the stirrups in riding position, said strap 
member having an unbalanced position upon release of the 
projection means from the hole whereby one side length 
of the strap member is longer with respect to the other 
and the stirrup on said one side length is lower than the 
other for ease in mounting, and a stop on the other side 
length of the strap member adapted to abut against the 
slideway in unbalanced position of the strap member 
whereby to limit the amount of lowering of said one side 
length. 
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