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To all typh???, i? ??? concern: 
Be it known that I, GUSTAVUS J. JOHNSON, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at Chi 
Cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi 
nois, have invented a certain new and useful 
Improvement in Mailing-Cases, of which the 
following is a specification. 
My invention relates to cases designed for 

the transmission of liquids through the mails 
and involving as a matter of general construc 
tion a Wooden shell or case having a remov 
able cap or cover and containing a water-proof 
lining, the whole constituting a water-proof 
case adapted to serve as an envelope for a 
Small bottle or vial which contains the liquid 
to be transmitted. 
The more prominent objects of my inven 

tions are to effectively guard againstand pre 
Vent all leakage of the liquid from the case 
in the event of the breakage of the bottle, to 
So guard against breakage of the bottle that 
unless it is extremely defective there will 
practically be no possibility of its becoming 
broken, to guard against accidental breakage 
of the case under all ordinary usage, and while 
rendering it strong and durable for such pur 
pose to bring the same within certain regula 
tions prescribed in the United States postal 
rules as to the transmission of liquids through 
the mails. 
To the attainment of the foregoing and 

other useful ends I pack the bottle in saw 
dust or like absorbent packing within the 
case and provide the cap or cover for the 
case With a plunger or compacting-abutment 
which serves both to compact the packing ma 
terial when the cap is applied and to hold the 
same in a compacted condition as long as the 
cap is in place, so that first the bottle shall 
be held and steadied within a body of prop 
erly compacted absorbent packing, and next 
should the bottle become broken the com 
pacted absorbent packing material will ab 
sorb and hold the liquid, and thus avoid all 
possibility of leakage. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 
represents the mailing-case in elevation. Fig. 
2 is a central longitudinal section of the same. 
Fig. 3 is a like section of the case containing 
a bottle and a body of packing understood to 
be compressed by the plunger on the cover. 
The case A is at one end externally thread-l 

ed, as at C, and the cap B is formed with an 
internally-threaded flanged portion b, so that 
it can be screwed down upon the threaded 
portion a of the case. The cover comprises 
a disk b', which is formed with an annular 
flange b and a centrally-arranged downward 
ly-extending projection B', which serves as a 
packing-abutment or plunger for compress 
ing a body of packing within the case. 
The formation of the plunger B' serves to 
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provide an offset or annular recess b° between . 
the flange and the plunger, so that when the 
cover is screwed down upon the body of the 
case the open end portion of the body of the 
case will enter such recess and permit a 
washer C, which lies within the recess and 
against the under side of the flat top portion 
of the cap, to be compressed against said end 
of the body of the case. The body of the case 
is provided with a lining D, which should be 
impervious to water and also capable of with 
standing the attacks of acids, and the cap is 
provided with a lining E of similar substance. 
In order to ship a bottle of liquid, the bot 

tle represented at F is to be arranged cen 
trally within a body G of sawdust or similar 
absorbent packing, and preparatory to put 
ting on the cap this packing should be placed 
within the body of the case in quantity suffi 
cient to fill the same up to its open end. After 
thus filling space not occupied by the bottle 
with such packing the cover can be applied 
and screwed down, so that its plunger will 
enter the body of the case and crowd down 
and compact the material. By such arrange 
ment bottles can be readily and conveniently 
packed for transportation within the mailing 
cases, and will, when so packed, be held steady 
and without danger of working about within 
their respectively-allotted cases. It will also 
be seen that a quantity of packing material 
sufficient, to fill the body of the case will an 
swer for the same, since it will necessarily be 
compressed when the cover is applied. It will 
also be seen that by thus compacting the ma 
terial the absorption of the liquid in case of 
breakage of the bottle will be insured. The 
plunger also strengthens the cap, and in con 
junction with the flange provides abutments 
at opposite sides of the end of the body of the 
case. The compacting of the sawdust pack 
ing is also of importance, in that it strength 
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ens the case-that is to say, there will be less 
danger of the case becoming broken, since 
the compacted body of packing within it offers 
a greater resistance to the breakage of the 
case by sudden blows upon it. 
What I claim as my invention is 
I. A mailing-case of the character set forth, 

comprising an end cap B, adapted to receive 
and Screw upon the externally-threaded end 
portion a of the body of the case and provided 
with a plunger B', arranged to fit within the 
case and compact therein a body of loose 
packing, substantially as described. 

2. A mailing-case of the character Setforth, 
involving an end cap provided with a plun 
ger B, which is arranged to fit within the case 
so as to compact therein a body of loose pack 
ing, and a body of packing such as set forth 
filled within the case about a vial or recepta 
cle for the matter to be mailed and compacted 
about said vial or receptacle by the plunger, 
substantially as described. 

GUSTAVUS J. JOHNSON. 
Witnesses: 

MARGARET M. WAGNER, 
FREDK. H. MILLS. 


