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1. I:I Claims Nos.:
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2. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such .
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. D Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

A Box No. III  Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
Please See Continuation Sheet :

As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all
searchable claims. '

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment
of any additional fees.

OO

As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. & No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 1-53

Remark on Protest |:| The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

I:] The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest fee
was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:I - No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.’
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BOX 1. OBSERVATIONS WHERE UNITY OF INVENTION IS LACKING

This International Search Authority has found 100 inventions claimed in the -
International Appllcatlon covered by the claims indicated
below: A oo

This application contains claims directed to more than one species of the generic
invention. These species are deemed to tack unity o(

invention because they are not so linked as to form a single general inventive
.concept under PCT Rule 13.1.

In order for more than one species to be examined, the appropriate additional
examination fees must be paid. The species are too

numerous to recite individually, where exemplary species are those of formulae (IX)-
(XI1) (clalms 51 and 52).

The claims are deemed to correspond to the species listed above in the following
manner:

Claims 1-50 and 53 are generic to a plurality of species; including the specifically
recited species of claims 51 and 52, formulae (IX)-
(Xi).

The first specifically defined species are those of claims 51 and 52 for which claims
1-53 will be searched."

1. This International Searchlng Authority considers that the international. appllcatlon
does not comply with the requirements of unity of :
invention (Rules 13. 1, 13.2 and 13.3) for the reasons indicated below:
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The speciee listed above do not relate to a single general inventive concept under
| PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, the

species lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following
reasons:

‘Annex B, Part [(f) of the Administrative Instructions under PCT states that, "wherein
a single clalm defines alternatives

(chemical or non-chemical).., the requirement of a technical mterrelatronshlp and
the same or corresponding SpeCIaI technical features as

defined in Rule 13.2, shall be considered to be met when the alternatives are of a
similar nature." :

The alternatives must comply with subsections (|)(A) and one of either (|)(B)(I) or
(I)(B)(2), which requires that, "all

alternatives have a common property or actrwty and "a common structure IS
present, i.e., a significant structural element is shared by all

of the alternatlves" (B)(1) or "in cases where the common structure cannot be the
unifying criteria, all alternatives belong to a recognized

class of chemical compounds in the art to which the invention pertains. "(B)(2).

In the instant case, the compounds are required to have the same act|V|ty/funct|on
(binding a natriuretic peptide receptor),

satisfying requirement (A). However, the claim fails to satisfy either 03)(1) or 03)(2).
Claim 1 recites no structure of the peptide, thus

failing to meet the requirements of 03)(1), and provides no specific structure for the
amino acid surrogate, describing it W|th a generic

structure.

Further, in looking to subsection. (f)(iii), it is stated that 'recognized class of chemical
compounds' means that, "there is an ‘

expectation from the knowledge in the art that members of the class will behave in
the same way in the context of the claimed invention.

In other words, each member could be substituted one for the other with the
expectation that the same intended result would be

achieved." One of skill in the art would not recognize these divergent compounds, or
other compounds asserted to have said

activity/function, as required, to function in the context of the instantly claimed
invention. Thus, the claim fails to meet the requirement of

03)(2).
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