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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Arserr S. WALDREP,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State
of Tllinois, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Car-Couplers, of
which the following is a specification.

My present invention relates to car cou-
plers, and more particularly to a safety at-
tachment therefor in the form of improved
knuckles adapted to prevent the couplers
from dropping and disengaging, should the
draw bars become broken or otherwise dis-
engaged from their supports.

My object is to provide the knuckles with
parts which will be operative at all times
and yet yield, should the draw heads come
together when the knuckles are closed.

With the foregoing in mind, my inven-
tion resides in the features of construction
and arrangement shown In the accompany-
ing drawing, in which, .

Figure 1, is a side elevation of coupled
draw heads provided with my improve-
ments. Fig. 2, is a similar view of the same
abutting one another when the couplers are
brought together with the knuckles closed.
Fig. 3, is an elevation of one of the knuckles,
and, Fig. 4, is a vertical section taken on
line 4—4 of Fig. 3.

Referring to these figures, the draw heads
1, at the ends of the draw bars 2, have, as
usual, the knuckles 3, pivoted thereto, and
having a tail 4 which 1s engageable by the
locking device (not shown) in the ordinary
manner.

In accordance with my invention, the
lower ends of the knuckles 3 are extended
below the draw heads 1, and provided with
projections 8* upon their lower ends to ex-
tend within the recesses at the upper ends
of the extension parts 5, and apertured to
receive a pivot pin 5%, projecting alsc
through portions of the said parts 5, to form
a hinge and pivot the parts 5, for swinging
movement. The end of the projection 3, of
each of the knuckles is beveled to conform
with the beveled base of the recess of its
pivoted part 5, so as to prevent the latter
from swinging except in a direction toward
the draw head, and said part 5, is normally
held in vertical alinement with the knuckle

by means of its weighted arm 7, forming an
extension of its lower flange 6. In this
manner, when the two draw heads come to-
gether as shown in Fig. 1, and properly lock,
the pivoted part 5 of each, 1s in position
so that its flange will receive the draw head
of the opposite coupler, should its draw bar
become broken or otherwise detached from
its supports (not shown). In like manner,
should two draw heads come together with
their knuckles closed, the flanges 6, striking
one another, will cause the extension parts
5, to swing away from one another as shown
in Fig. 2 and thus prevent fracture of these
parts.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim,

1. In a car coupler, the combination with
a draw head and knuckle, of an extension
part pivoted to the lower end of theknuckle
to swing in a direction toward the draw
head, a coupler support carried by said ex-
tension part.

9. In a car coupler, the combination with
a draw head and knuckle, of an extension
part pivoted to the lower end of the knuckle
to swing in a direction toward the draw
head, and means to limit the movement of
said extension part in the opposite direc-
tion, said extension part having a lower
coupler supporting flange.

3. In a car coupler, the combination with
a draw head and knuckle, of an extension
part for the knuckle, said knuekle having
a lower apertured projection provided with
a beveled end, and said extension part hav-
ing an upper recess to receive said projec-
tion, and provided with a beveled base to
conform to said projection and limit move-
ment of the extension part in one direction.
and a pin extending through portions of
said extension part and through said knuckle
projection to form a hinge, said extension
part having a lower coupler supporting
flange provided with a weighted arm.

In testimony whereof I affix my signa-
ture in presence of two witnesses.

ALBERT S. WALDREP.
Witnesses:

S. W. Kivg,
Myron G. CLEAR.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the  Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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