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This invention relates to a carton of the type commonly 
including a tubular body having end closure flaps hinged 
to one end of the tubular body, and a decorative sheet 
overwrapping the tubular body and end closure flaps in a, 
manner to give the set up and closed carton the appear 
ance of a hand-wrapped item. More particularly, this in 
vention relates to improved means for securing the over 
wrapped decorative sheet to the body in the area of the 
closure flaps to permit reliable closing of the end flaps 
using automatic equipment without damaging the sheet. 

Prewrapped cartons are quite popular in the mer 
chandising certain products, particularly liquor. The pre 
Wrapped carton commonly includes an inner tubular body 
formed from a blank of conventional folidable paperboard, 
and a sheet of film, paper or other decorative material 
overwrapping the exterior of the paperboard body. The 
tubular body has a conventional lapped manufacturerºs 
joint allong the marginal edges of the paperboard blanik, 
and the sheet overwrap is disposed between and secured 
to this joint and overlaps and is secured to the carton 
closure flaps. 
To give a hand-wrapped appearance to the carton, the 

outer closure flaps are commonly triangular and present 
their apexes at the center of the end wall. The inner 
closure flaps are rectangular and of full carton width, and 
are infolded first by folding the outer triangular closure 
flaps outwardly some 70º to 80º, whereupon the outer 
triangular flaps are infolded to close the carton end wall. 
The sheet overwrap in the area between the closure flaps 
adjacent the manufacturerºs joint of the tubular body 
commonly is pulled from the paperboard blank during 
this flap folding, particularly when using automatic high 
Speed equipment. 
Accordingly, an object of this invention is to provide 

an improved arrangement between the end closure flaps 
and sheet over Wrap on a prewrapped carton of this style. 
A more detailed object of this invention is to provide in 

the area of the manufacturer's joint an extension of the 
inner glue panel of the manufacturerºs joint beyond the 
end edge of the tubular body suitable for confining with 
the related end closure flap the marginal edges of the 
over Wrap sheet to reinforce the bond between the paper 
board and overwrap sheet. 

These and other objects of this invention will be more 
fully understood and appreciated after reviewing the fol 
lowing Specification, which includes the accompanying 
drawing wherein: 

FIG, 1 is a perspective view of a typical carton for 
which this invention forms an improvement, the carton 
being shown in the closed position; 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the carton of FIG. 1, except showing it opened; 
FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the carton of FIGS. 1 

and 2, except showing it with the end flaps in a partially 
closed position; 

FIG. 4 is a Sectional view as seen generally from line 
4—4 in FIG. 1; and 

FIG. 5 is a top plan view of a portion of a blank and 
over Wrap Suitable for forming the carton disclosed in 
FIGS. 1-4. 
The carton 10 includes interconnected side wall panels 

11, 12, 13, and 14, which together form a tubular body 
that can be closed by end closure flaps 15, 16, 17, and 18 
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2 
hinged to the end of the tubular body. In the embodiment 
shown, flaps 15 and 17 are rectangular and overlap ap 
proximately half way across the width of the tubular body 
and flaps 16 and 18 are triangular and have their apexes 
meeting roughly at the center of the end wall. 
The closure flaps 15-18 are adapted to be infolded 

across the tubular body, rectangular flaps 15 and 17 
underlying the outer triangular flaps 16 and 18. To accom 
plish this, the triangular flaps are initially folded outward 
ly approximately 70º or 80º to cause the sheet overwrap 
to draw the rectangular flaps 15 and 17 inwardly across 
the end of the tubular body; whereupon the triangular flaps 
are then backfolded inwardly to overlie the rectangular 
flaps. The overlapping closure flaps present triangular con 
figurations which meet at the center of the end wall to 
give the appearance of a hand-wrapped carton. To add 
rigidity to the carton, flap 15 extends almost completely 
across the carton to rest on the top of the bottle carried 
in the carton, and can if desired, be adhesively secured to 
the overlappingfiapº 17. 
The tubular carton body is defined from the flat paper 

board blank in the usual manner by means of a glue fap 
24, hinged to the side wall panel 14 at one of the blank, 
underlying and being adhesively secured relative to the side 
Wall panel 11 at the opposite end of the blank. The blank 
layout is shown in FIG. 5. 
A sheet 30 of paper, film or the like, overwraps the 

exterior of the carton. The sheet is secured to the carton 
blank at the glue flap 24 along Seam 32 and to the oppo 
site side wall panel 11 on the underside of the panel allong 
Seam 35 as is shown in partial view in FIG. 5. The sheet 
overwrap 30 extends beyond the end of the tubular body 
and overlaps the closure flaps 15-18 to approximately one 
half the width of the carton. The sheet overwrap 30 is 
adhesively secured to these closure flaps 15-18, so that 
infolding of the closure flaps simultaneously infolds the 
sheet overwrap. 
The subject improvement includes providing a glue fiap 

40 as a continuation of the glue panel 24 beyond the endi 
edge of the tubular body. The extended glue flap 40 there 
by is adapted to underlie and be adhesively secured rela 
tive to the closure flap 15. The opposite marginal edges 
of the sheet overwrap are thus interposed between and 
confined by the glue flap extension 40 and the top closure 
flap E5. This secures the overwrap firmilly to the top closure 
flap 15 at the corner of the carton, to the extent even 
that it is possible to use an automatic closing or folding 
equipment to fold and close the flaps inwardly without 
Separating the sheet overwrap from the closure flap 15. 
The Subject improvement does not require additional ma 
terial, increase the manufacturing cost of the carton 
appreciably, or add unnecessary bulging or bulk to the 
end wall. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A prewrapped carton, comprising: 
(a) a unitary blank of paperboard having side wall 

panels hinged to one another at their adjacent side 
edges and having a glue panel hinged to a first of 
these side Wall panels at one end of the blank and 
adapted to underlie and be adhesively secured rell 
ative to a second of these side wall panels at the 
opposite end of the blank to form thereby a tubular 
body open at one end; 

(b) end closure means for said one tubular body endi 
including a first flap hinged to lan end edge of the 
first side Wall panel and a second flap hinged to an 
end edge of the Second side wall panell, the flaps being 
adapted to be folded across the one end of the 
tubular body for closing the same; 

(c) said first flap, when the flaps are open, having 
its side edge adjacent the secnnd flap free from con 
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nection with and diverging away from the Second 
fiap in the direction away from said tubular body, 
and Said second flap, when open having its side edge 
adjacent the first flap disposed as a linear extension 
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side Wall panel and a second flap hinged to an end 
edge of the Second side Wall panell, the flaps being 
adapted to be folded across the one end of the tubu 
larbody for ciosing the same; 

of the corner of the tubular body between the first 5 
and Second side wall panels; 

(d) a glue flap extending as a linear continuation of 
the giue panel beyond the end of the tubular-body, 
said glue flapº being separated from and free from 
connection with the first flap and being adapted to 10 
underlie and be in secured relationship relative to 
the second flap; 

(e) a sheet overwrap of paper, film, or the like, en 
circling the exterior of the tubular body and over 
lying the end closure flaps and having marginal end 15 
portions interposed between and held in secured re 
lationship relative to the glue and Second side wall 

(c) when the flaps are open, said first flap having its 
side edge adjacent the Second flap free from con 
nection with and diverging away from the Second 
fiap in the direction away from Said tubular body'; 

(di) a glue flap extending as a continuation of the glue 
panel beyond the end of the tubular body, Said glue 
fiapº being separated from and free from connection 
with the first filap and being adapted to underlie and 
be in secured relationship relative to the Second fidap; 

(e) a sheet overwrap of paper, film, or the like over 
lying the end closure flaps and having marginal end 
portions interposed between and held in secured re 
lationship relative to the glue and Second closure 

panels and the glue and second closure flaps, whereby flaps. 
the sheet overwraps is supported in the area of the Referenaces Cited 
closure flaps allong the continuation of Said corner 20 UNITED STATES PATENTS 
when the flaps are open by the glue flaps and is z 
thereby held firmilly to the second closure flap even 550, 870 12/1898 Cooke —————————————— 229.——87 
upon outward folding of the first closure flap in- 681,322 8/1901 Houghland —————————— 229 —37 
cident to the closing of the flaps. 681,323 8/1901 Houghland «r X A Arº <> K. a. «A «rx 229 -37 

2. A prewrapped carton, comprising: 25 i 695,273 3/1902 Birming ------------- 229.—37 
(a) a unitary blank of paperboard having side Wall 2.252.462 8/1941 Howard ------------- 229-—87 

panels hinged to one another at their adjacent side 2.307,913 1/1943 Bergstein ------------- 229.—39 
edges and having a glue panel hinged to a first of 2,950,040 8/1960) Bolding ———————————— 229—8 X 
these side wall panels and adapted to underlie and 3.016, 181 1/1962 Desmond ------------ 229.—39 
be adhesively secured relative to a second of these 30 3,257,068 6/1966 Wright —————————————— 229.—87 
side wall panells to form thereby a tubular body 
open at one end; 

(b) closure means for Said one tubular body end in 
cluding a first flap hinged to an end edge of the first 
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