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My invention relates to electrical connecters 
and more particularly to a means for fastening 
electrical conductors to terminal connecters Such 
for example as the plug-in type of terminals So 
commonly used on electrical appliance cords for 
plugging into Wall Sockets and the like. 
My invention contemplates the provision of a 

device of this character in which the conductors 
are nnerely laid in place and then, by the use of 
a screw driver or other similar tool, a yielding 
locking member forces the wire to bend between 
two shoulders and locks itself within the bend 
made in the wire. 

T will describe the preferred form of my in 
vention by reference to the accompanying draw 
ing wherein 

Fig. 1 is a view of the prong face of a plug 
embodying my invention; 

Fig. 2 is a section substantially on the line 2-2 
of Fig. 1; and 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the prong carry 
ing unit which also carries the locking device. 
In the Ordinary plug as now constructed, the 

prong carrying unit has a screw threaded open 
ing to receive a terminal Screw which Secures the 
conductor to the prong. My invention contem 
plates a structure which avoids the use of Screws 
and the attendent difficulty of twisting a wire 
around then and which also gives a maximum 
spacing of the conductors where they are secured 
to the prong carrying members. 

Referring now to the drawing, the two prong 
carrying reinbers 5 and 6 are each fixed in the 
insulating body 7, for example, by being secured 
to the pin 8 which is molded in the insulating 
body 7 and which is upset as indicated at 9 to hold 
the member 5 in place. The member 5 also has a 
recess at 10 receiving the lug 11 molded in the 
insulated body 7. Directly opposite the recess 10, 
the menber 5 is provided With a pin 12 which 
holds the locking member 13 on the member 5. 
This locking prong or member 13 is pivoted by 
means of the pin 12 Which may be upset at the 
Outer end 14 So that the member 13 may SWing 
about the pin 12 as an axis. This locking prong 
13 is preferably made of resilient material So that 
it can be bowed at the reduced portion 15 inter 
mediate its ends in the locking operation. 

Directly opposite the pivot point of the prong 
13, the member 5 is turned up as indicated at 16, 
and the line along which it is turned up is pref 
erably substantially on a tangent of a circle about 
the pin 12 as center, the line starting on a radius 
which extends from the pin 12 parallel to the 

(CI. 13-361) 
connecting prong 17. The upturned portion 16 is 
SO formed as to provide a pair of shoulders at 18 
and 19 (see Fig. 1), and between the shoulders 
18 and 19 Space is provided so that the con 
ductor 20 may bend outwardly away from the 
locking prong 13 in the mannershown at 21. The 
free end of the locking member 13 approaches so 
close to the upturned portion 16 of the member 5 
that it must flatten the conductor strands 20 in 
Swinging past shoulder 19 into the space between 
the two shoulders 18 and 19. Being resilient, this 
locking prong can be sprung sufficiently to force 
it into place, and, in case it is desired to remove 
the conductor, the prong can be sprung enough 
to Snap it out from between the shoulders again. 
The portion 16 of the member 5 which is turned 
up has the extension 22 which extends over the 
shoulders 19 and 18 so that the conductor 20 
When placed between the flat bottom of the men 
ber 5 and the portion 22 cannot become displaced 
While the member 13 is being forced into locking 
position. The contact making prongs 17 are of 
the usual type and, being integral with the base 
member 5, they are rigidly attached to the insul 
lating body 7. The free ends of the conductors 
20 naturally are directed away from the central 
portion of the plug, and, if the free end is too long, 
it may bend around as shown at 23 in Fig. 1. 
When the conductors are locked in place in the 

manner ShOWn in Fig. 1, it is evident that the 
poSSibility of their becoming frayed and con 
tacting With each other to cause a short circuit 
is very remote owing to the positions they are 
left in. Furthermore, if the conductors are pulled 
as for example by grasping a cord to remove the 
plug from the socket, this pull only tends to draw 
the prong 13 more tightly against the wire so 
that no slipping can take place. A plug con 
Structed in this fashion eliminates the necessity 
of using screws in fastening the conductors in 
place and makes a cheaper and stronger connec 
tion than the usual connection made by winding 
a conductor around a terminal screw. 
Having thus described one specific form of my 

invention, what I claim as new and desire to se 
cure by Letters Patent is: 

i. A connecter comprising a base having a seat 
for receiving a wire and having in said seat two 
Spaced apart shoulders With space between the 
shoulders for a Wire in the Seat to bend and a 
locking member on Said base movable against a 
wire in said Seat to bend it between said shoulders 
and lock it in position, Said locking member com 
prising a prong member pivoted on said base 
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directly opposite said shoulders said prong being 
Offset between its ends. 

2. A plug-in connecter for electric cords hav 
ing a body of insulating material apertured to 
receive electric conductors, a pair of metal mem 
bers mounted on said body and having connnect 
ing prongs projecting therefrom, and means for 
Connecting the conductors to said members com 
prising upturned portions on said members cut 
away to provide a pair of spaced shoulders with 
a hollow therebetween, a lock member mounted 
Opposite Said shoulders and having a point Swing 
able past Said shoulders into the hollow to force 
a conductor placed across said shoulders to bend 
into the hollow. 

3. A plug-in connecter for electric cords having 
a body of insulating material apertured to re 
ceive electric conductors, a pair of metal members 
mounted on said body and having connecting 
prongs projecting therefrom, and means for con 
necting the Conductors to Said members con 
prising upturned portions. On Said members cut 
away to provide a pair of spaced shoulders with 
a hollow therebetween, a lock member pivoted 
opposite said shoulders and having a point Swing 
able past said shoulders into the hollow to force 
a conductor placed acroSS Said shoulders to bend 
into the hollow, said locking member comprising 
a resilient curved prong. 

1,984,016 
4. A connecter comprising a base plate having 

an upturned portion at one edge thereof, said 
portion being cut away to provide a pair of 
Spaced Shoulders on One side of the base plate 
With a hollow therebetween, a lock member piv 
oted On Said base opposite said shoulders and 
having a point swingable past said shoulders into 
the hollow to force a conductor placed across said 
shoulders to bend into the hollow, said locking 
member comprising a resilient prong offset be 
tween its ends in its plane of rotation about its 
pivot. 

5. A connecter comprising a base plate having 
an upturned portion at one edge thereof, said 
portion being cut away to provide a pair of 
spaced shoulders on one side of the base plate 
With a hollow therebetween, a lock member piv 
oted on said base opposite said shoulders and hav 
ing a point SWingable past Said shoulders into the 
hollow to force a conductor placed across Said 
shoulders to bend into the hollow, said locking 
member comprising a resilient prong offset be 
tween its ends in its plane of rotation about its 
pivot Said upturned portion being extended to 
Ward the pivot of the prong over said Shoulders 
to provide a trough for the conductor. 
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