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4. Claims. 

This invention relates to lantern base Supports, 
and it has for its object to provide an improved 
method of a SSembly by Virtue of which the Sup 
porting legs of electric lanterns may be attached 
to the Sheet metal lantern bottoms at a minimum 
cost and in Such manner as to provide a firm and 
rigid construction and one which will not get out 
of alignment even after long periods of use. 
The lantern of the present invention is of the 

general character of that illustrated in my CO 
pending application, Serial No. 100,767, filed Sep 
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tember 14, 1936. Lanterns of this character are 
now commonly known and comprise a battery re 
ceiving body and batteries which supply current 
for incandescent bulbs projecting from the bot 
tOm of Said body. 
The lantern may be rested upon the ground, 

table or other Support Without damage to the 
incandescent bulbs, by the provision of a wire 
Stand or base, and it is in the provision of in 
proved means for attaching this Wire stand or 
base to the body of the lantern that the present 
invention particularly resides. 

In the accompanying drawing, wherein like ref 
erence character's designate corresponding parts 
throughout the several views: 

Figure 1 is a Side elevation of a lantern con 
Structed in accordance With the invention; 

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary sectional view through 
the bottom of the lantern; 

Fig. 3 is a plan VieW of One of the leg cap plates, 
hereinafter described; 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a pair of end legs 
and the Wire base rail, and 

Fig. 5 is a plan View of the lantern botton shell 
With the remaining parts removed. 

In the drawing, the main shell of the body is 
indicated at 5 and fits into the lantern bottom 6. 
This lantern bottom is in the form of a stamped 
sheet metal shell, and it carries the sockets 
for the incandescent bulbs 8, these parts all being 
common in lanterns of this nature. 
The Support for the lantern comprises a base 

rail 9 and legs 0. After these legs have been 
assembled with respect to the shell 6 as herein 
after described, their lower ends are Welded at 

to the base rail 9. The material of which the 
bottom shell 6 is made is relatively thin and bends 
more or less readily. 

Therefore, attempts to merely Weld the wire 
legs to these shells have resulted more or less 
unsatisfactorily, because of the Small area of con 
tact to which solder or welding material could 
be applied and also due to the fact that any bend 

(Cl. 240-10.63) 
ing of the metal of the shell results in throwing 
the legs Out of alignment. 
The public is more or less careless in handling 

articles of this sort, and the lanterns are some 
times Set down with enough force to knock the 
legS Out of alignment. It is therefore the object 
of the present invention to provide a structure of 
Such a nature that not only Will the legs be se 
cured to the lantern bottom, but they will be se 
cured thereto in Such manner that the parts mu 
tually reinforce and brace each other. By virtue 
of this arrangement, a very strong and durable 
Support and One not likely to get out of alignment 
is provided. 

In carrying out the invention, the ends of legs 
f0 are formed in pairs with their upper ends con 
nected by horizontal loops f2. The legs ) are 
passed downwardly through openings f3, formed 
in the lantern bottom 6, after which a segmental 
leg cap 4 is riveted in place by a rivet 5, passing 
through an opening 6 of the leg cap and an 
opening 7 of the lantern bottom, 
When this leg cap f 4 is drawn forcibly down 

by the act of riveting, the horizontal bend 2 is 
bound rigidly between plate 4 and the lantern 
bottom, and this in turn rigidly affixes the legs 0 
to the lantern bottom. In addition, the mate 
rial of the bends f2, extending substantially all 
the Way across the lantern bottom, reinforces and 
Stiffens the material of the lantern bottom at 
the point of attachment of the legs 0. After the 
parts have been assembled as described, the lower 
ends of the legs fo are Welded at to the rec 
tangular wire loop 9 constituting the base rail 
Of the Support. 
The stand herein shown and described is of 

particular utility in connection with electric lan 
terns in which the incandescent bulbs project 
from the bottom of the lantern, because here the 
Wire elements are caused to serve the double 
function of a lantern Support and a guard for the 
incandescent bulbs to protect them against acci 
dental breakage by contact with other objects. 
However, to the extent that the proposed struc 
ture is novel in other arts, I claim its use in the 
construction of Supports for sheet metal articles 
other than lanterns. 
Consequently, it is to be understood that the 

invention includes within its purview whatever 
changes fairly come within either the terms or 
the Spirit of the appended claims. 

Having described my invention, what I claim is: 
1. In a device of the character described, the 

combination with a sheet metal body of a pair of 
Wire legs passing therethrough, said legs being 
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connected by a concavo-convex member lying in 
parallelism. With the bottom of said body, a cap 
Overlying Said concavo-convex member, and 
means traversing Said cap and body for drawing 
the cap forcibly toward the body to bind the 
concavo-convex member between the cap and the 
body. 

2. A structure as recited in claim 1, in combi 
nation with a base rail to which the lower ends 
of Said legs are fixed. 

3. In an electric lantern, a lantern body of 
sheet metal provided with a bulb socket in its 
bottom and provided with openings adjacent its 
Opposite ends for the passage of wire legs, wire 

2,096,849 
legs constructed in pairs with their upper ends 
united by bowed portions, the legs of the pairs 
being passed through the openings at the respec 
tive ends of the lantern bottom, leg cap plates 
lying inside the lantern bottom and fastening 5. 
means passing through the cap plates and body 
and binding the bowed connecting portions of the 
legs forcibly between themselves and the lantern 
bottom. 

4. A structure as recited in claim 3, and a base 
rail to which the lower ends of said legs are se 
Cured. 

WILLIAM M. MOXLEY. 
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