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This invention relates to a detachable flat-iron rest 
to be used in connection with ironing boards of all types 
and configurations and with all kinds of tables. 

Various kinds of flat-iron rests have been marketed, 
Some being separate supports made of iron, steel or other 
Inetal, Some having flat surfaces provided with asbestos 
or other heat insulating material. Other types are built 
as integral units on ironing boards. All of these types 
were created with the idea that the person ironing should 
have within reach of his or her hand a place to rest the 
hot flat iron without having to disconnect same and to 
obviate the danger of fire, or damage to the laundry. 
In all these types, the flat-iron is supposed to be placed 
face down in the place provided for it. The platform 
on which the hot iron is placed after or before ironing, 
or during the time the ironer has both hands busy with 
Some other activity, is commonly made either of a metal 
grid or other heat conducting material which evenly dis 
tributes the heat or, as the form of asbestos plates, to 
work on the principle that the inflammable parts of the 
work area in proximity to the iron rest should be sep 
arated therefron by heat-insulating material. 
The grill type metal supports of prior art structures 

all have the same disadvantage, namely, that the iron will 
slip from them at the slightest push since the iron itself 
is essentially smooth and will slide easily in any direction 
on the surface of the grill. It is not feasible to provide 
the grill with a rough surface in order to preclude slip 
ing as contact with such a surface would prove harm 

ful to the pressing surface of the iron. Especially in the 
modern folding ironing boards which are essentially light 
in weight, the ironing board is almost constantly moved 
to some degree by the ironer's motion and it has been 
found in practice that the average housewife, while iron 
ing, may drop the iron several times within an hour, un 
less considerable care is exercised with all the ensuing 
trouble such as breakage of electrical contacts, breakage 
of the power cord and soiling of the ironing surface. 
In the heat-insulating types of prior art rests, there is 

a natural tendency to prevent the iron from sliding too 
much, as asbestos by itself has a reasonably high coeffici 
ent of friction. However, the asbestos surface is quite 
brittle, wears quickly and further cannot essentially be 
much larger than the surface of the iron itself, with the 
result that frequently the ironer misplaces the iron and 
creates a fire hazard or at least scorches the iron pad 
or clothes. Furthermore, the heat-insulating pad, when 
deteriorated by use gives a false sense of security. It 
has been found that about 50% of all fires caused by 
an overheated iron left on the ironing board were caused 
by just this mistake, namely, that the housewife had 
confidence in an asbestos pad which had actually deterio 
rated to the point of uselessness. In addition, even an 
asbestos surface is smooth enough to allow the iron to 
side off the board whenever the ironer pushes against 
it as often happens. In order to overcome some of the 
aforementioned problems flat-iron rests have been elab 
orated to include a ledge or small fence to prevent the 
iron from moving off the rest. The greatest drawback 
in this proposal is that the rest must be solidly built on 
the ironing board and raises the overall height of the 
ironing board by a few inches just at the right side 
where the iron's hand must travel in each ironing mo 
tion. Consequently, it forces the ironer to keep his or her 
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elbow in an uplifted position, which is unnatural and 
tiring. 

have found that the proper and practical place for a 
flat-iron rest is not above but below and outside the iron 
ing board in such a position that the iron at rest does not 
extend above the surface of the ironing board. I also 
found that in order to secure full maneuverability and 
Safety in this device, it must be so designed that the iron 
is placed in a mainly upright position but with its tip 
still tilting slightly backwards. If the rest is in this 
position the ironer can put the iron to rest with a normal 
natural motion, just as if she cr he had finished the iron 
ing stroke. The iron itself cannot fall down from its rest 
or cage even if the board is suddenly and roughly moved 
and further, there are no obstacles to the hand or elbow. 
I also found that in order to have a truly versatile flat 
iron rest one must be able to attach and detach the whole 
rest to and from any kind of ironing board or table so 
that the rest itself can be put aside without taking up 
much Space, and mounted or assembled safely and quickly. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
novel iron rest which will hold a fiat iron securely in a 
readily available position. 

It is a further object of this invention to provide an 
iron rest adapted to be mounted on an ironing board 
or table in Such a manner as to present no obstacle to 
a person when ironing. 
A still further object of the present invention is to 

provide an iron rest which will dissipate heat rapidly. 
Another object is to provide an iron rest which has no 

parts Susceptible to deterioration in normal use and re 
quires no periodic replacement of parts. 

Still another object is to provide an iron rest, which, 
while Securely holding an iron, will not structurally dam 
age or otherwise impair the ironing surface of a flat iron. 
The flat-iron rest of the present invention herein dis 

closed fulfills the foregoing requirements. The rest, 
broadly speaking, comprises a cage made of a suitable 
number of upright, horizontal and transversal steel rods, 
Weided or otherwise secured together in a suitable man 
ner and into which the fiat iron securely rests with ample 
roon to spare. The lowest part of this cage is provided 
With a supporting plate on which the rear end of the flat 
iron rests with the handle directed towards the operator 
and the front tip of the iron pointing upwardly. The 
flat or ironing surface of the fiat iron rests on the rear 
grill of the cage in a slightly slanting position. The 
lower Supporting piate and the rear grill are connected 
to each other at an angle somewhat less than 90, ap 
proximately 75, so that the fiat iron, when placed in 
the cage, is prevented from falling out by the inclination 
of the lower plate to the horizontal, even when the iron 
ing board is shaken. 
The cage or iron rest itself is desiged in the form of 

a laterally suspended basket and is supported by strong 
Supporting rods on one side of an ironing board. On 
the same side the cage may be provided with two suitably 
arranged clamping means provided with plates and a 
counter-plate for fastening to the ironing board. The 
fastening plates and the counter-plates are interconnected 
by a fastening screw provided with a suitable handle or 
wing in such a way that when the handle or wing is turned 
the fastening plates and the counter-plate move relatively 
to each other. The upright ledge of the ironing board, 
which is sometimes below sometimes above the hori 
zontal surface of the ironing board, is clamped between 
the fastening plates and counter-plate and the whole cage 
is then fastened on this ledge by turning the handle or 
wing aforementioned. The camping device, which per 
se forms no part of this invention, is similar to those 
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clamping screws which are generally used for the fasten 
ing of lamps, meat grinders or similar objects on the 
ledge of a table. 

I have found that all the modern ironing boards are 
provided with some kind of vertical ledge so that there 
will be a convenient place to screw on the cage or rest of 
my invention. In most common tables provided with 
a ledge overlapping the side of the table there will be 
also a vertical surface below the ledge to which the clamp 
ing plates and the counter-plate can be applied. How 
ever, in the case of those tables which only have a small 
horizontal ledge to which the iron rest may be attached 
it is noted that there are many well known expedients 
which could be used in conjunction with the novel iron 
rest herein disclosed to overcoine any mounting problem, 
and as aforementioned, as the clamping per se forms no 
part of the present invention further detail of such means 
is not deemed necessary herein. 
The invention will be more readily understood from 

the following detailed description taken in conjunction 
with the drawings appended hereto wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a side elevation of the iron rest; 
FIGURE 2 is a plan view of the iron rest. 
From the drawings it will be seen that the novel iron 

rest comprises, in a broad sense, a cage connected to a 
supporting structure which in turn has attached thereto 
suitable clamping means for fastening the iron-rest as 
a whole to an ironing board or table in a preferred loca 
tion thereon. The device is intended to be fastened on 
the right hand side of the board or table as seen fron an 
operator's position in order to facilitate placement and 
removal of an iron in and from said rest. 

In the illustrative embodiment shown in the drawings, 
the aforementioned cage comprises a plurality of lateral 
ly spaced, substantially L-shaped wire holding ribs, 1a, 
1b, 1c and 1d retained in spaced relationship by a num, 
ber of transverse wire rib members designated 2 and 2. 
The ribs 2 in addition to interconnecting the uppe, 

legs of holding ribs 1, a, b, 1c, d, provide rigidity to 
what may be termed the rear portion of the cage struc. 
ture while ribs 2a perform a similar dual function with 
respect to what may be termed the base portion of the 
cage Structure. 
As best seen in FIGURE 1 side ribs or stays 3 extend 

from holding ribs 1 and 1d for connection to the free 
upper end of the rear portion of the cage structure. The 
term "free upper end' refers to that end of the rear por 
tion not connected to, or free and remote from the 
cage base portion. Side ribs 3a and 3b extend from 
spaced locations on the base portion for connection to 
side rib 3 adjacent the upper end thereof or the free up 
per end of the rear cage portion. The side ribs may, if 
desired, be formed as integral extensions of the trans 
verse ribs 2a. With reference to FIGURE 2 it will be 
noted that side ribs 3, 3a and 3b are curved outwardly 
to facilitate positioning of an iron in the rest. 

Connected to the base portion as by welding or other 
suitable expedient is a main supporting plate 4 of thin 
gauge sheet metal or the like upon which the heel or 
rear end of the iron is supported. 
At the upper end of the rear cage portion, holding 

ribs to id inclusive and side ribs 3 are connected to a 
protective plate member 5. Plate 5 is formed with a 
rolled top portion for a purpose to be later described. 
To support the cage in preferred location on an iron 

ing board or table a supporting structure is provided com 
prising a long Supporting rod member 6 and a short sup 
porting rod member 7 welded at opposite ends of a cross 
bar 8. 

Supporting rod member 6 extends downwardly to a 
point Subjacent the lower ends of side ribs 3 and is pro 
vided with a laterally extending portion which extends 
laterally underneath the cage structure and is welded 
thereto. 

Supporting rod member 7 extends downwardly as 
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4. 
seen in FIGURE 1 and is also provided with a laterally 
extending portion to which is welded the rolled top por 
tion of plate member 5. The supporting rod members 
6 and 7 are so proportioned relative to one another that 
the rear and base portions are suitably inclined to the 
horizontal and this feature precludes to a great extent, 
the possibility of the iron being jolted out of the rest 
accidentally. The further function of protective plate 
member 5 is to provide an abutting surface for the tip 
or nose of a flat-iron and thus serves to protect the flat 
iron work surface from damaging abrasive contact with 
the rib members of the rear cage section. 
As best seen in FIGURE 2 of the drawings, clamping 

means are provided for detachably camping the iron-rest 
to a work-table although as previously stated herein the 
clamping means shown in the drawings is illustrative only 
and to those skilled in the art, the possibility of substi 
tution of other types of clamping means in order to 
adapt the iron-rest for connection to various types and 
configurations of tables or ironing boards will be obvious. 

Adjustably mounted relative to cross-bar 8 is a main 
clamping or pressure plate 90. This pressure plate is 
pivotally mounted upon a screw member 9 which thread 
ably engages with cross-bar 8 and is operable by means 
of handle or wing element 9a. 
The pressure plate 16 is further slidably mounted on 

two generally J-shaped members and Sia fixedly 
connected to cross-bar 8. Members is and a extend 
through clearance holes in the pressure plate 9. Thus, 
on rotation of screw 9, plate E() may be moved relative 
to two holding or clamping plates 2 and 12a affixed 
to the free ends of J-shaped members E and Aa. 

Plates 10, 2 and 12a co-operate in releasably clamp 
ing the iron-rest to the ledge 3 of a table indicated by 
dotted lines. 
To persons skilled in this field, many changes and 

modifications may become readily apparent and the ap 
plicant wishes to be limited only by the scope of the 
claims appended hereto. 

I claim: 
1. A flat-iron rest for detachable connection to an 

ironing-board or the like, said flat-iron rest comprising, 
a first vertical supporting member provided at the lower 
end thereof with a horizontal extension; a second vertical 
Slipporting member of greater length than said first Sup 
porting member and maintained in spaced parallel re 
lationship therewith by a cross-bar member connected 
at respective ends thereof to the respective upper ends 
of Said Supporting members, said second supporting 
member also being provided at the lower end thereof with 
a horizontal extension substantially equal in length and 
parallel to but below the extension on said first support 
ing member; a cage structure including a plurality of lat 
erally spaced, Substantially L-shaped holding ribs inter 
connected by a plurality of laterally extending rib mem 
bers, Said I-shaped holding ribs defining a rear portion 
having a free upper end, and a base portion; the free 
upper end of Said rear portion being connected along the 
length of the horizontal extension of said first vertical 
Supporting member and the base portion resting on 
and Secured to the horizontal extension of said second 
Vertical Supporting member; said vertical supporting 
members being so proportioned in length relative to 
one another that the rear and base portions of the cage 
Structure are inclined to the horizontal when connected 
to said horizontal extensions; a plurality of side members 
curved outwardly with respect to the cage structure and 
extending from spaced locations on each side of the 
base portion for interconnection with said free upper 
end of Said rear portion, and clamping means connected 
to Said cross-bar for detachably clamping the flat-iron 
rest to an ironing-board or table. 

2. A flat-iron rest as claimed in claim 1 wherein the 
free upper end of said rear portion is secured to a plate 
member, said plate member having a rolled top portion 
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for connection to the horizontally extending portion References Cited in the file of this patent 
of said first vertical supporting member and operative UNITED STATES PATENTS 
to preclude contact of a major portion of a flat-iron's 
work surface with the rear portion of said cage structure. 2.472,676 Nunnally -------------- June 7, 1949 

3. A flat-iron rest as claimed in claim 2 wherein a Sup- 5 FOREIGN PATENTS 
porting plate covers the entire area of said base portion. 

4. A flat-iron rest as claimed in claim 1 wherein the 13. Aid - - - - - S. 1. E. 
rear and base portions define therebetween an included 2 4900 Switzerland IIIMp 1 6. 1948 
angle, said included angle being approximately 75. 


