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This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
See extra sheet.

L |:| As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. I:I As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. |:| As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this intemational search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
claims 1-4, and claims 12-14 referring to claims 1-4

Remark on Protest |:| The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

I:I The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

|:| No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

Claim 1, claim 5, and claim 9 have a common technical feature of "an
optical element, which has the 1light transmission rate thereof
monotonously reduced toward a peripheral portion from a center portion,
and which has a transparent substrate, a light absorbing section, which
is formed of a material that absorbs a part of or whole visible light,
and which has the thickness thereof monotonously increased toward the
peripheral portion from the center portion, and a light transmitting
section, which is formed of a material that transmits wvisible light,
andwhich is laminated on the 1ight absorbing section, said light absorbing
section and said light transmitting section being formed of a resin
material” (hereinafter the optical element is referred to as "the optical
element (A)").

However, the above-said technical feature cannot be considered to
be a special technical feature, since the technical feature does not
make a contributionover thepriorartinthe light of the contents disclosed
in the document 1 (JP 2009-521722 A (Michel Sayag), 04 June 2009
(04.06.2009), paragraphs [0026] to [0032]; fig. 2a, 4).

Further, there is no other same or corresponding special technical
feature among these inventions.

Accordingly, claims are classified into three inventions each of which
has a special technical feature indicated below.

(Invention 1) claims 1-4, and claims 12-14 in case that these claims
refer to claims 1-4

An optical element (A) wherein a light absorbing section is formed
on one surface of a transparent substrate, and a transparent resin layer
is formed on the other surface of the transparent substrate, said
transparent resin layer being formed of a resin material.

(Invention 2) claims 5-8, and claims 12-14 in case that these claims
refer to claims 5-8

An optical element (A) wherein a light absorbing section is formed
on one surface of a transparent substrate, and a transparent film is
formedona light transmitting section, said transparent filmbeing formed
of an inorganic material that transmits visible light.

Claims 5-8 and claims 12-14 in case that these claims refer to claims
5-8 are not relevant to inventions which involve all of the matters to
define the invention in claim 1, and which have a same category.

Further, as a result of the search which has been carried out with
respect to claims classified into Invention 1, claims 5-8 and claims
12-14 in case that these claims refer to claims 5-8 are not relevant
to inventions on which it is substantially possible to carry out a search
without an additional prior-art search and judgment, and there is no
other reason for that it can be considered that it is efficient to carry
out a search on claims 5-8 and claims 12-14 in case that these claims
refer to claims 5-8 together with claims 1-4, and claims 12-14 in case
that these claims refer to claims 1-4, and consequently, it is impossible
to classify claims 5-8 and claims 12-14 in case that these claims refer
to claims 5-8 into Invention 1.

(Invention 3) claims 9-11, and claims 12-14 in case that these claims
refer to claims 9-11

(Continued to next extra sheet)
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An optical element (A) wherein a transparent intermediate film is
formed on one surface of a transparent substrate, said transparent
intermediate film being formed of an inorganic material that transmits
visible light, and a 1ight absorbing section is formed on the transparent
intermediate film.

Claims 9-11, and claims 12-14 in case that these claims refer to claims
9-11 are not relevant to inventions which involve all of the matters
to define the invention in claim 1 or 5 and which have a same category.

Further, as a result of the search which has been carried out with
respect to claims classified into Invention 1 or 2, claims 9-11, and
claims 12-14 incase that these claims refer to claims 9-11 are not relevant
to inventions on which it is substantially possible to carry out a search
without an additional prior-art search and judgment, and there is no
other reason for that it can be considered that it is efficient to carry
out a search on claims 9-11, and claims 12-14 in case that these claims
refer to claims 9-11 together with “claims 1-4, and claims 12-14 in case
that these claims refer to claims 1-4” or “claims 5-8, and claims 12-14
in case that these claims refer to claims 5-8”, and consequently, it
is impossible to classify claims 9-11, and claims 12-14 in case that
these claims refer to claims 9-11 into Invention 1 or 2.
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