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To all thom, it may concern; 
Be it known that I, FERDIN AND S. HART, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Elizabethton, in the county of Carter and 
State of Tennessee, have invented new and 
useful Improvements in Track-Cleaners, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention is an improved track 

cleaner adapted to be connected to the pilot 
of a locomotive and to bear on the track 
rail so as to sweep off nuts, bolts, or other 
small obstructing objects which may be left 
carelessly or placed on a track rail the ob 
ject of the invention being to provide an im 
proved device of this character which is ex frenely cheap and simple, which is strong 
and durable, and which is made of readily 
separable parts any one of which may be 
readily and economically renewed when 
broken or worn, the invention consisting in 
the construction, combination and arrange 
ment of devices hereinafter described and 
claimed. 
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In the accompanying drawings:--Figure 
1 is partly a side elevation and partly a ver 
tical longitudinal sectional view of a track 
cleaner constructed in accordance with my 
invention, showing the same in operative 
relation to a track rail and to the lower 
portion of the pilot of a locomotive and the 
section plane being indicated by the line 
e-c of Fig. 3. Fig. 2 is a vertical trans 
verse sectional view of the track cleaner on 
the plane indicated by the line d-d of Fig. 
3. Fig. 3 is a plan of the same. Fig. 4 is 
a detail plan of the head with the cover 
plate removed. Fig. 5 is a similar view of 
the cover plate. 
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in practice, two of my track cleaners will 
be used on the pilot of a locomotive, one for 
each of the track rails. Both the track 
cleaners are identical in construction, and, 
hence, I will describe only one of them. 

In accordance with my Invention, I pro 
vide a head or block 1 of oblong rectangu 
lar form and the front end of which is pref 
erably pointed or beveled on opposite sides. 
In the upper side of the block 1 is a recess. 
2 of suitable length, breadth and depth, 

50 front and rear recesses 3-4 being also 
formed which communicate, respectively, 
with the front and rear ends of the recess 2. 
In the upper side of the recess 2 are longi 
tudinal grooves 5 which are suitably spaced 

55 apart. The block 1 is also provided with 

ends of which communicate with the said 
grooves. 
Sweep pins 7 project downwardly from 

the block 1 and are adapted to operate on 
or slightly above the upper surface of the 
track rail, here indicated at a and each 
sweep pin has its upper portion extended 
through one of the openings 6 and has its 
upper end bent at right angles to form an 
arm or head 8 which bears in the bottom of 
one of the grooves 5. Hence, the sweep 
pins are detachably connected to the block 
and any one of the sweep pins may be re 
moved for repair or renewal by merely lift 
ing it from the block. 
A cover or lock plate 9 fits in the recess 2 

and bears on the upper sides of the arms 
or heads of the sweep pins so as to lock the 
sweep pins in place and this cover or lock 
plate has arms at its front and rear ends 
which fit in the recesses 3-4. A longitu 
dinally arranged bar 11 bears on the upper 
side of the lock plate and also fits in the re 
cesses 3-4. The block, the lock plate and 
the bar 11 are provided near their ends with 
registering vertical openings through which 
securing bolts 12 are passed, the said bolts 
also engaging supporting straps 13 which, 
in practice, are made of iron or steel. 
These supporting straps which are ar 
ranged longitudinally of the device have 
their respective front and rear ends up 
turned and secured as by means of bolts 15 
to the pilot of a locomotive here, for the 
purposes of this specification, indicated at b, 
in Fig. 1. 
While I have herein shown and described 

a preferred form of my invention, I would 
have it understood that changes may be 
made in the form, proportion and construc 
tion of the several parts without departing 
from the spirit of my invention and within 
the scope of the appended claims. 
I claim :- 
1. A track cleaner of the class described 

comprising a block having vertical open 
ings and grooves in its upper side commu 
nicating with said openings, sweep pins ex 
tending downwardly from the block and 
having their upper portions arranged in 
said openings and provided with bent arms 
or heads bearing in said grooves, and a 
lock plate in the upper side of the block 
bearing on the upper ends of said pins, the 
said locking plate being detachable from 

- a series of vertical openings. 6, the upper the block. 
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2. A track cleaner of the class described 
comprising a block having vertical open 
ings and grooves in its upper side connail 
nicating with said openings, sweep pins ex 
tending downwardly from the block and 
having their upper portions arranged in 
said openings and provided with bent arms. 
or heads bearing in said grooyes-arlock 
plate-in-the-tipper side of the block bearing 

O 
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on the upper ends of said pins, the said 
locking plate being detachable from the 
block, a bar on the upper side of the lock 
plate and detachable therefron, attaching 
straps on the upper side of the bar, and 
bolts detachably securing the attaching 
straps, the bar, the lock plate and the block 
together. 

3. A track cleaner of the class described 
comprising a block having vertical open 
ings and grooves in its upper side cominu 
nicating with said openings, sweep pins ex 
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tending downwardly from the block and 
having their upper- portions arranged in 
said openings and provided with bent aris 
or heads bearing in said grooves, a lock 
plate in the upper side of the block bear 
ing on the upper ends of said pins, the said 
lock plate being detachable from the block, 

- a bar on the upper side of the lock plate 
and detachable therefrom, attaching straps 
on the upper side of the bar, and bolts de 
tachably securing the attaching straps, the 
bar or lock plate and the block together, 
the said attaching straps being provided 
with adjusting openings for engagenient by 
the bolts. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 

in presence of two witnesses. 
FERID. S. HART, . 

Witnesses: 
J. P. HENDRIX, 
J. R. HENDRIX. 
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