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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, WitLiam T, WILLIE, of
Independence, in the county of Washington
and State of Texas,haveinvented certain new

5 anduseful Improvementsin Wire-Stretchers;
and I do hereby declare the following to be

a full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it pertains to make and use

10 it, reference being had to the accompanying

drawings, which form part of this specifica- |

tion.
This invention has reference to improve-
ments in wire-stretchers; and it consists in
15 the novel features of construction hereinafter
fully described and claimed, and illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, in which—
Figure 1 is a perspective view of the
stretcher shown in position on and in the act
20 of stretching a wire. Fig.2is a detailed per-
spective view of the stretcher. Tigs. 8 and
4 are views taken on opposite sides of the
stretcher.
The object of the invention is to provide a
25 device which will grip the wire and maintain
a permanent hold thereon while the same is
being stretched.
A designates the body of the stretcher or
cluteh, which is here shown with an aperfure
3o at its outer end to attach an operating-lever
or other device, and at its opposite end the
same is bifurcated to constitute the forks B
and C. The fork B is turned backward upon
itself to form a clutch-hook D, while the fork
35 Cisformed with the V-shaped notch E, which
also constitutes a cluteh, the said last-named
noteh and the noteh or depression of the hook
being disposed in opposite directions, as
shown. However, both clutches or notches
40 extendin planes longitudinal with the handle
or body portion. :
In opetation the wire strand F islodgedin
hook D, and the handle or body portion is
turned downward or in line with the wire

strand, so as to engage the same with the
clutch or notech E, and a continuation of said
downward movement forms akink or bend in
the wire, which, together with the wedging
hold gained thereon by the V-shaped notches,
prevents the wire or clutch from slipping.

The device is formed of a single integral
piece of metal and is very cheap of manufac-
ture and at the same time effective in opera-
tion.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. A wire-stretcher comprising the body
portion, extensions B and C therefrom, the
latter being inwardly notched at its extrem-
ity, and hook D at the extremity of fork B,
said hook being disposed laterally or in a
plane substantially parallel with the plane of
the notched extremity of fork C, substan-
tially as shown and described.

2. A wire-stretcher comprising a body por-
tion, the rigid projecting forks B and C in-
tegral with the body portion, fork C being
notched inward at its extremity, and back-
wardly-turned hook D on fork B, said hook
being projected laterally from the fork and
in a plane parallel with the plane of fork C,
substantially as shown and described.

3. As a new article of manufacture, a wire-
stretcher comprising a body portion bifur-
cated atone end with the rigid integral forks of
the bifurcation oppositely notched with said
notches arranged in line substantially trans-
verse of the body portion, whereby the de-
vice is adapted to operate in holding the wire
for stretching in the manner set forth and
shown.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM T. WILLIE.

Witnesses:

‘WM. G. THORNHILL,
T. C. HAIRSTON.
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