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13 Claims, (C. 135-4) 11 
This imwention relates to portable buildings, 

ahd haS particular relation to a, foldable struc 
ture Suitable for camp tentS and the like. 
One of the main objects of my invention is to 

proWide a foldable Structure in Which , the foided 
partS. may be of Such length as to fit readily into 
the Storage Spaces of an ordinary automobile, yet 
Which may be unfolded to prowide a relatiwely 
rigid building structure of sufficient; dimensions 
that, it may be used by adult individuals. 
Another object of my invention is to provide 

a unique means for securing together the warious 
partS Of a, frame structure. 
A further object of my imwention is to prowide 

a neW and noWel means for stretching the roof or 
cOWering of a, portable building, as for instance a 
terat; or the like. 
Other and further features and objects of the 

inWehtion. Will be more apparent to those skilled 
in ; the art upon a consideration of the accom 
parmying draWings and folloWing Specifications, 
Wherein is diScloSed a, Single exemplary embodi 
r?ment Of the imWention, With the understanding, 
hoWewer, , that Such changes may be made there 
in aS fall Within the Scope of the appended claims, 
without departing from the Spirit of the inwen tiora. 

In said drawings: 
Figure 1 is a wieW in perspectiWe of a camp tent; 

or Summer house constructed in accordance With one embodiment of my inWention. 
Figure 2 is a, wieW in perSpectiWe of the frame 

work of the building shown in Figure 1.. 
Êfigure 3 is a, wieW in end eleWation of the front, 

end panel of the structure shoWn in Figures 1 
and 2, taken from inside, ; and illustrating the 
framework of the door and WindoW. 
Figure 4 is · a, WieW in perSpectiWe illustrating 

one end of the front Sill or foundation member 
of the Structure shoWn in Figures 1, 2 and 8. 
Figure 5 is a wieW in perSpectiWe of an adjoin 

ing end of one of the · Side. Sill members before 
' it is engaged to the front sill. 

Figure 6 is a, wiew in perspectiwe showing the 
adjoining or lower end of a corner member be 
fore it is hooked on to the end of the front sill. 

F'igure 7 is a, view in perspective showing how 
a, lower corner of , the frame Structure appeartS 
When in the engaged or erected position. 

H'igure 8 is a, wiew in perspective of a · center 
post as it appears in erected or extended position. 

Figure 9 is a, wiew in perspectiwe of the middle 
portion of a front or rear sill and Figures 8 a.ind 
9 taken together illustrate ; how the · memberS ap 
pear in relation to one another just before the 
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center post is engaged - on the sill. The ' upper ' 
portion of the post is shown in extended position.' * 
Figure 10 is a, fragmentary wiew in perspec 

tiwe showing the upper portion of a center` post' 
with the upper end of the post folded down as it . 
would appear before the canwas roof is in place. "''' 
Figure 11 is a fragmentary wiew in front ele* ''' 

wation of the upper end of a corner post and one'' 
of the members which, together with the canwas''' 
cover, form the eaves of the structure: ' ' .. '* ** ** ** ** 
Figure 12 is a wiew in perspective showing the " " 

eave forming member shown in Figure 1f. ''.' ? " ''" " 
Figure 13 is a fragmentary’wiew in perspective':'; 

of the lower end of a corner post. · · · · · ”’ ”’, 
Figure 14 is a wiew in perspective of a frorit or * 

rear Sill rmember', ? ~ · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
Figure 15 is a fragmentary wiew in perspective 

of the end of a side sill member, Figures * 13, '14': '' ? 
and . 15 being positioned to 'show these members : *. 
as they appear just before they are joined to *- 
gether to form a corner of the frame structure, '' . 
Figure 16 is a fragmentary wiew in perspective' ?? * 

of a front or rear center post illustrating how *it '' 
may be assembled on the front or rear sill mem- ’ ? 
bers. · · · · · · · ,` ' ' '.' '.* * · · 

Figure 17 is a wieW in perSpective illustrating a · 
front or rear upper frame member. ' ' ' ” · · · · · · · 

Figure 18 is a, Wiew. in perspectiwe of the upper* 
end of a front or rear center post illustrating " ".* 
how it may be joined to an upper front or rear: ' ', 
frame member. '* '' .. • ! • ~= ' ~~'' .. " " 

Figure 19 is a wiew in perspective illustrating '.' ? 
an end of either of the Side frarne rmembers*and * ''' 
how it appears just before it is joined to a corner ' ̀ 
post; and a front or rear frame member.' 

Figure 20 is another' fragmentary wieW.in per-- .. '' 
spective of the corner post section of Figure ‘13:· · · · 

Figure 21 is a wiew in perspective of a, 'Side 'sill. ** * 
Figure 22 is another fragmentary:Wiew in" per- ? 

Spective of the end of a front, . or rear silly merm - ' ' * 
ber Such as shoWn in Figure 14. · · · · · · · · · · 

Figure 28 ' is a wieW in perspectiwe shoWing th 
lower end of a side center post. *;" · · · · · · · · · · ·• ~ 

Figure 24 is a fragmentary wieW in perSpective "' : '' 
of the upper end of the side center post Shown · · 
in Figure 28. , . • .. * · -* • 

Figure 25 is a, wiew · in perspectiWe of a -side 
upper frame rmember, the end of which is shoWn 
in Figure 19, and ~ ~~~~ ~ 

Figure 26 is a fragmentary wieW in elewation 
showing a curtain and a meanS for holding it ? 
taut, during rolling and unrolling thereof. · · · · 

Referring now · to . the drawings; ', and . particu- •;" * 
larly to Figures 1 and2; a preferred embodimente · ·--- 
of my invention is shown therein including a 
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base hawing front and rear sills l0 and dl re 
spectively, and left; and right sills 12 and l3: re 
Spectively. In this embodiment of the inWention 
It utilize front corner posts l4 and 6, left, and 
'right, and rear | corner posts. IIT and #8. ''. I also 
use , front, 'center' .. postS ̀', {9 and , rear center post 
2 and Side center posts 22 and 23, left and right 
are also proWided. 

'' : 'A rectangular upper frame is also proWided 
consisting of front upper frame 24, rear upper S 
frame 26,'.léft?upper(frame 2, ...and right' : upper 
frame 28. 'Allsof these"members" are foldable and 
in the present, embodiment of the ''imWention the 
iongest piece, when folded, is only 3% feet long, 
So that the whole structure may be foided So aS 
to be stowed away in an ordinary automobile. 
The front and rear Sills [[]] and . if { are: Substara 
tially identical and are best illustrated." at • 10 in 
Figure 14. These sills consist of' two members 
#0f and f02 joined by a hinge f03 normally: on 
the bottom of the sill arid hawing ties 104 " and 
f05_.ora the 'opposite, ends. thereof projecting. be 
yorid; the.. ends.?of the sill, members. 
The side" sills ..f2 and , f3: (Figure.21) .. likewise 

are. Stubstantially . identical, and · · consist · · of tWo 
members, l3[?.and: l32.joined.by .a, hinge l33 on 
the under'.side thereof, and haWing.loops, indi 
cated at l34.and f35,.on the opposite ends of the 
members, of.such, dimensions.as to , slip readily 

| ower...the, projecting...outer, ends of the. front and 
rear sills l0 and ll. * Each of the Sills has: a pair 
of vertical.holes...therethrough, one.on each side 
of the hinged junction of, the-sills' tWo members 
and_as.indicated.at 436, for the reception of pins 
23l on the lower ends.of the center; posts( !9,.2!, 
22..and, 23. ~ 

In erecting the framework, · the--end': sills : are 
unfolded.with the hinges down."..and the .side. Sills 
are ..Slipped on?:ower.' the :-ends.-of, the : front and 
rear. Sills.to make-.a; rectangular base. Structure. 
The.corner.posts are best shown in Figures.2,?6, 
'd, 11, 13.arad,20, and these postS are provided with 
plates l6 ! projecting.beyond the ends thereof and 
ending in hooks. !$2?.adapted.to: engage: the loops 
04...and l05.on. the .. etads of the front.and rear , 

Sills. " " It is apparent , that the corner posts may 
now. :be ? hooked zonto . the loops ', and erected to 
form a base structure.hawing posts.at each corner. 
The corner.postS.and '.center':"posts are each in 

Several.Sections, and these Sections are provided 
with square : cuff-like.socket members :30, so that 
the upper portions of the posts may:?be: rigidly 
joined to: fhae: lower:portions. " " ‘The upper · · ends 
of the front;*arad rear': center posts; l9 ; and 2 ! ; are 
provided.with hinged': sections : [9! : arnd r 2 i ! · re 
Spectively, and, the joints between are cut on the 
diagoraal':with ? the diagonal cut: sloping down 
Wardly...and? ?QutWardly. ...’ 'he uppermost portions 
l92 and?.242:are hingedly connected to the upper 
portioras of the posts by:' means of hinges" l93 , and 
23. : ' 'he; hiraged conhection of these: rmembers 
Ser'WeS tWo purposes. . . It.not .. ohly · permits : the 
post', $Ot.be? folded.into.a:Smaller · compaSS, but 
also affords means for:stretching '.' the eaves of 
the tent:after: the structure has been completed. 
The downwardly scarfed.portion of the parts i9 { 
and "2 l · affords , a lever so that considerable 
leve?age may be'.applied in stretching' the ridge 
of the.tent. These members.are locked into place 
by means of pins l94 and 24 which pass through 
Suitable:brackets* {96? and? 26 respectively on the 
members ; 92;arad', 2{ f. 
The upper frameg': members5 24, ? 26, . 2 , and 28 

are .ih.Wo.for;.more. Sections, as indicated in.''ig 
ures, 17:and?25,:...and these: sections are 'provided 
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With hinges on '.' their inher faces at the center' 
thereof, aS indicated at 2éf in Figure 17 and 28 
in Figure 25. ''. The front and rear frame members 
2é and " 26 are proWided With loops - 242 adapted 
to be slipped on 0Wer the upper end of the corner 
pOStS and the Side frame members 2T and 28 , are 
prOWided With loop members 282; also adapted to 
be slipped on ' oWer the corner posts. The upper 
ehds of the corner postS are bias-cut on the Same ) 
Slope as the 1roof of the terat, when it is erected. 
The top ends of the , front. and rear center posts 
are alSO Cut .. On the Same angle as the .. slope" of 
the roof of the termi. :) The front and rear center 

` posts are stiffened by means of a roof pole 33. 
: I also preferably prowide an ea.we Support mem 

ber Such as shown at l66 piwotally engaged, in 
the 'upper · erid of the corner posts :). 6. , , Similar 

", members fél, • Hi! .. and [8[ are likewise piwoted 
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to the upper ends of the corrher postS l4, {T and 
!8. “:'These members are pivotally engaged to the 
upper ends of the corner posts by means of pins 
!6] : ar?d are locked in’ place by means '.of other 
pinS,... as , at { {68? (Fig. 11) , , when. they are , in the 
normal extended position, or as.shown in dotted 
lines, Figure · 11 
After erection, the warious-parts of the · Struc 

ture may be. Stiffermed by means of WireS, Such as 
those illustrated at:31. Also the end frame mem 
berS are locked in place by means of, a latch-like 
member 32 ' and the center .. posts' held. in rigid 
position by ridge pole : 33. · Ropes, as at':34, may 
be ·employed for bracing the structure and' the 
cahWas SideS, illustrated at.36;?:37,38and' 39, serwe 
also in Stiffeming the structure ; as does " the roof 
cowering 4f. The: sides preferably are made · so 

; that "they may be * rolled up'.' and "down," as illus 
trated, by meanS.of . Straps Such as . 43. 
A unique means for holding the canwas roll 

at any desired position in rolling it up and down 
iS ShOWrm in . Figure * 26. The lower, edge of the 

' ' cahWaS.33 is fastened to the Sill f3. A coil Spring 
'll is fastened to the inside. face : of . one.' of the 
memberS , Which make up the framework of the 
Wall. A Wire or cord l2 is fastened' to the' free 
end of the spring. TI', and" passes -up' ower · the top 
frame, member, 28 , and · down', to•· a• Spool' or ·reel 
l3 on " the .. end of the curtain rol1'. T4. 'As the 
curtain rollS up and , down the tension of the 
Spring T [[' .. prevents rolling or unrolling of the 
curtain roll by gravity. 

In Figure 3 I have illustrated ? one' form of end 
for the building Structure which provides a screen 
COVering for , the Window opening, ' as illustrated 
generally at . 44. · ·The screen 44I may be rolled 
up for . Storage. In ', itS extended position the 
Screen · iS clamped by means : of the clamping 
members 442 and 443. Slats at 444 and 445 also 
hold the Screen in' the extended position. The 
door likeWise is · collapsible and · consists of col 
lapsible, Werticalt" frame members* 46 and ?? 47 and 
upper and loWer members 48 and 49. ?. The mem 
berS 48 and 49 hook on over the ends of the ver 
tical members' 46- and 4 and the screen 5 may 
be rolled up and unrolled So as to be secured on 
the , door in the Same manner as the screen" 44!. 

In erecting " the tent, it is , only necessary' to 
aSSemble the Sills, hook the corner posts onto the 
Sills, drop the ~ frame members ower" the upper 
memberS Of the corner posts; put the sides on the 
Structure, and " cower it with the roof cowering. 
The roof cowering is tightened by merely folding 
doWn the hinged members I66, 19 and’2! I, since 
the hookS 300 and 30 in the several hinged mem 
bers engage the roof covering 4. 
Although I haWe "described a specific_embodi 
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` ment of my invention, it is apparent; that nodi-- 
fications thereof may be made by those skilled ii 
the art. Such modifications may be made with 
out departing from the Spirit and Scope of my 
invention as set forth in the appended claims. '' 
` I claim as my inWention: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

1. In a portable building, a framework includ 
ing Sill members and frame members, certain sill imembers hawing loopS adapted to engage over 
other Sill rmembers, and hooked members adapted 
to hook over the ends of the Second named sill 
members to position frame members. · · · · · · · · · 

2. In a portable building of the claSS described, 
foldable members to form Sills, other foldable 
members to form frames, jointed members for 
forming corner postS and center posts, and meahS 
for joining the Sill members and the corner poStS 
comprising loops on Some of the memberS and 
cooperating plates and hooks on other of the 
memberS. 

3. In a portable building, means for connecting 
frame members including a loop on one of the 
members adapted to engage and hold a Second 
one of the members, the second member also 
hawing a, loop on the engaged end thereof and a, 
third member hawing a plate and adapted to ex 
tend ower the junct*on of the first two named 
members, and a hook on the plate for engaging 
the loop on the Second member, the members 
when so aSSermbled forming a corrner of a frame 
Structure. 

4. In a, Structure of the claSS described, a flex 
ible roof cowering, a, center end post hawing the 
upper end thereof foldable and the foldable end 
hawing a, portion extending beyond the joint 
whereby a leverage is provided for stretching the 
roof cowering. 

5. In a, Structure of the claSS described and 
including a, roof, a post, and means forming ea.We 
Supports for the roof of the - Structure comprising 
an ea.We Support member piwotally engaged on 
the upper end of the post. 

6. Tn a Structure of the class described, a pOSt, 
an ea.we Support member piwotally engaged On 
the upper end of the poSt, and a, meanS Securing 
the ea.we Support member in ea.We Supporting pOSi 
tion at an angle to the poSt. 

'. In a Structure of the claSS described, meanS 
for engaging tWo croSS members including co 
operating interengaging notches in the memberS 
and mearbs for holding one member on the other 
including a, hook pivotally engaged to one of the 
members and bearing against the other member 
when in the engaged position to hold it in place. 

8. In a portable building of the type hawing a 
flexible roof cowering, a, framework including 
horizontal Sill members and Wertical frame mem 
bers, interengaging means on the ends of the Sill 
members and means on certain of Said frame 
members for holding Said interengaging means in 
interengagement, So long aS Said Wertical frame 
members are in generally wertical position, at 
least certain of Said horizontal Sill members 
being foldable, means on certain of Said Wertical 
frame members for maintaining the foldable Sill 
members in extended relation, an upper frame 
work receiving the upper portions of Said wertical 
frame nernbers and Serwing to hold them in Wer 
tical position, thereby cooperating With the wer-- 
tical frame memberS in holding the interengag:- 
ing means for Said horizontal sill members in 
position, said upper framework also including 
foldable memberS and means on certain of Said 
wertical members for holding the foldable mem 
bers of said upper framework in extended rela 
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6 
tion, means on the ends of the foldable members 
of said , upper framework for embracing the 
corner members of Said vertical frame members generally below their.upper ends, and hinged roof 
receiving elements at the upper ends of Said wer 
tical frame members, unfolding of the latter 
facilitating assembly of the said embracing means 
of the upoer frameWork. With the upper ends of 
Said corner members of the wertical framae mem? 
bers, certain of Said roof recetwing elements being 
Swingable laterally outWardly to form ea.we Sup 
ports for Said fiexible roof cowering and others 
of said hiraged roof receiwing elements being mow 
able to stretch said flexible roof cowering. 

9. In a portable building, a framework includ 
ing horizontal Sill members and wertical frame 
memberS, interengaging means on the ends of the 
Sill memberS and means on certain of said frame 
memberS engageable With certain of Said engaged 
members for holding said interengaging means 
in interengagement So long as Said wertical frame 
members are in generally wertical position, at 
least certain of Said horizontal Sill members being 
foldable, and means on certain of said wertical 
frame mehmbers for maintaining the foldable sill 
memberS in extended relation. 

10. In a, portable building, a, frameWork includ 
ing horizontal Sill members and Wertical frame 
members, interengaging meanS on the ends of 
the Siil members and means On certain of the 
frame members engageable With certain of Said 
engaged members for holding said interengaging 
means in interengagement So long aS Said wertical 
frame members are in generally wertical position, 
at least certain of Said horizontal Sill members be 
ing foldable, means on certain of Said Wertical 
frame members for maintaining the foldable Sill 
members in extended position, an upper frame 
WOrk receiwing the upper portionS of Said Wertical 
frame memberS and Serwing to hold then in Wer 
tical position, Said upper frameWork also including 
foldable memberS and meanS on certain of Said 
Wertical members for holding the foldable mem 
bers of Said upper frameWork in extended rela 
tion, and means on the ends of the foldable mem 
berS Of the upper frameWork for embracing the 
corner members of Said wertical frame memberS. 

11. In a portable building, a pair of generally 
horizontal members adapted to be aSSembled 
With one end of one member next to the adjacent 
end of the other member, a loop On each of Said 
ends, the first of Said loopS being shaped to oWer 
lap the other of Said lo0pS, and a, Wertical mem 
ber adapted to engage the Outer end of the Said 
other loop and lock Said other loop in interen 
gagement. With the first of Said loopS. 

12. In a Structure of the claSS described, a, 
frameWork consisting of Socketed members and 
foldable memberS, loops on Some of the members 
for joining Same to other members, other loopS 
on Said other members, and plates orm other of 
the members haWing hooks on the ends thereof 
for engaging the Said other loops to form a three 
piece corner Structure. 

13. In a portable building, a frameWork in 
cluding horizontal sill members and wertical 
frame memberS, interengaging means on the ends 
of the Sill members and means on certain of the 
frame members engageable With certain. Of said 
engaged members for holding Said interengaging 
means in interengagement, So long aS Sald Wertical 
frame members are in generally wertical position, 
at least certain of Said horizontal Sill members 
being foldable, means on certain of said wertical 
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frame members for maintaining the foldable sill 
members in extended position, the said upper 
framework , including foldable members, and 
means on certain .. of said wertical members for 
holding the folding members of Said upper frame 
Work in extended relation. 

JOHIN' } ]H. CAUS. 
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