J. RILEY.

BATHING CAP.
"APPLICATION FILED OCT, 11, 1915,

1,221,473. Patented Apr. 3, 1917.

NSRS
N

SN

MESSEN \\\‘:\
AT

e =

&\}}H_\w

NIEER INVENTER
2N E s RILEY

7

&7 73«%,(4 e LSeglnn

ATTVY,




10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45
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BATHING-CAP,
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Speciﬂ.cation of Letters Patent.

- Patented Apr. 3, 191%.

Application filed October 11, 1915. Serial No. 55,205,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Juiw Rirry, a citizen
of the United States, residing at J ordan, in
the county of Scott and State of Minnesota,
have invented new and useful Improvements
in Bathing-Caps, of which the following is
a specification.

Bathing caps for ladies, as at present con-
structed, do not effectively prevent the hair
from becoming wet in bathing, and the re-
sult is that much annoyance and discomfort
is occasioned on account of the length of
time occupied in drying the hair subse-
quently to bathing.

One object of the present invention is to
provide a bathing cap which will effectually
exclude water from entering the interior of
the cap and will thus preserve the hair dry.
A further object is to provide, with such a
cap, means for excluding the water from

the interior of the outer ear. A further ob-

ject is to provide such a cap the interior of

- which can be inflated with air so as to form

a float.

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1
is a perspective yiew of the head of a bather
equipped with my improved bathing cap;
Fig. 2 is a similar view of the cap detached ;
Fig. 3 is a sectional view of a valve used in
said cap. :

Referring to the drawing, 1 indicates a
rubber bathing cap, in general of the usual
form. Secured thereto throughout the en-
tire edge thereof in such a manner as to
form a water-tight juncture therewith is a
pneumatic tube 2 in the form of a ring.
This pneumatic tube has a non-return valve
3 therein and can be inflated with air in any
manner, as by blowing with the mouth.
When the cap is in position on the head of
the wearer and the tube is so inflated, it
fits so closely against the face and head of
the wearer that no water can penetrate there-
between, and the hair is maintained per-
fectly dry.

On each side of the head near the ear
there leads from the main pneumatic tube

"a_short tube 4 of very small diameter

50

which terminates in an enlar_gement or bulb
6. Since this bulb communicates with the

"main pneumatic tube by the short tube 4

it is filled with compressed air. To insert
1t In position it is first compressed by the
fingers to expel the air and is then inserted
in the outer ear. Upon the pressure of the
fingers being withdrawn, the bulb expands
and fills the outer ear and prevents the en-
trance of water thereinto.

The bathing cap may also be used as a float
for sustaining the bather, and for this pur-
pose there is provided at any suitable part
of the cap,
a check valve 7 through which air can be
introduced into the interior of the: bathing
cap, and, since the pneumatic tube fits
tightly around the face and head of the
bather, and the air can not readily escape
from the interior of the cap past said pneu-
matic tube, said cap is thereby inflated so
as to form a buoyant float to assist in sup-
porting the bather-upon the surface of the
water.

It will be understood that the cap may
have any suitable ornamentation or may be
perfectly plain, and that the buoyant fea-
ture, or that bv which water is excluded
from the ears, or both, may be omitted if
desired.

I claim: —

1. A bathing cap having a Pneumatic
tube secured entirely around the edge there-
of so as to make g water-tight joint there-
with and having tubes leading from the
Pneumatic tube each terminating in an en-
largement or bulb adapted to fit within the
outer ear to exclude water therefrom.

2. A bathing cap havinga pneumatic tube
secured entirely around the edge thereof so
as to make a water-tight joint therewith and
means for inflating the interior of the cap.

3. A bathing cap having a pneumatic tube
secured entirely around the edge thereof so
as to make a water-tight joint therewith and
a check valve in the body of said cap.

~ In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set
my hand in the presence of two subscribing
witnesses.

JUIL RILEY.

Witnesses: '
Francis M. Wriear,
D. B. Ricuarps.
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