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1. 

DC OFFSET CORRECTION FOR A 
WIRELESS COMMUNICATION SYSTEM 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to DC offset correction for 
a wireless communication system, and more particularly 
relates to DC offset correction for a wireless communication 
system performed during "dead time' having no DC con 
tent. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

A common problem in wireless communication receivers 
is DC offset. This is especially a concern in Direct Conver 
sion Receivers (DCRs) where received radio frequency (RF) 
signals are converted directly to baseband using a local 
oscillator (LO) signal having a frequency equal to the 
frequency of the received RF signals. When downconverting 
the RF signals, the LO signal leaks to the inputs of mixers 
used to downconvert the RF signals, thereby creating a DC 
offset error associated with downconversion. To correct this 
DC offset, DC offset correction is typically performed while 
a low noise amplifier (LNA) that amplifies the received RF 
signals prior to downconversion is disabled. The LNA must 
be disabled because typical DC offset correction circuits are 
peak hold circuits, where a peak hold circuit tracks and 
cancels its input signal. Thus, the LNA must be disabled in 
order to prevent corruption of the DC offset correction by 
received signals. However, when the LNA is enabled after 
DC offset correction, a residual DC offset occurs due to LO 
leakage into the input of the LNA. Accordingly, there 
remains a need for a DC offset correction system that 
corrects DC offset errors caused by the LO leakage into the 
input of the LNA as well as LO leakage into the input of the 
downconversion circuitry and other DC offsets in a receiver 
for a wireless communication system. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides a system and method for 
performing DC offset correction in a wireless communica 
tion receiver during “dead time.” The receiver includes 
amplifier circuitry that amplifies a received radio frequency 
(RF) signal, downconversion circuitry that downconverts 
the received RF signal to provide a downconverted signal, 
digitization circuitry that digitizes the downconverted signal 
to provide a digital signal, and digital DC offset correction 
circuitry enabled during the dead time when there should be 
no DC content in the downconverted signal. Thus, as used 
herein, dead time is the time during which there should be 
no DC content in the downconverted signal. In operation, 
the digital DC offset correction circuitry detects a DC offset 
of the digital signal and subtracts the DC offset from the 
digital signal. 
More specifically, the digital DC offset correction cir 

cuitry includes a digital low-pass filter that operates to time 
average the DC offset of the digital signal when enabled. 
Timing circuitry operates to enable the digital low pass filter 
during the dead time and disable the digital low-pass filter at 
the end of the dead time. Once disabled, the digital low-pass 
filter provides the DC offset to subtraction circuitry, which 
subtracts the DC offset from the digital signal. 

In one embodiment, the receiver operates according to the 
Global System for Mobile Communication (GSM) standard, 
and the dead time is a guard time during which the received 
RF signal contains only guard bits. The guard bits result in 
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2 
the downconverted signal being a fixed tone at Some fre 
quency offset from DC. The digital low-pass filter removes 
the fixed tone from the digital signal such that the DC offset 
correction is not corrupted by the fixed tone. 

Those skilled in the art will appreciate the scope of the 
present invention and realize additional aspects thereof after 
reading the following detailed description of the preferred 
embodiments in association with the accompanying drawing 
figures. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 
FIGURES 

The accompanying drawing figures incorporated in and 
forming a part of this specification illustrate several aspects 
of the invention, and together with the description serve to 
explain the principles of the invention. 

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary embodiment of a mobile 
terminal including DC offset correction circuitry of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary embodiment of the DC 
offset correction circuitry of the present invention; and 

FIG. 3 illustrates the guard time between two adjacent 
transmit bursts in either a General Packet Radio Service 
(GPRS) or Enhanced General Packet Radio Service (EG 
PRS) system as an example of “dead time' during which the 
DC offset correction circuitry of the present invention per 
forms DC offset correction. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

The embodiments set forth below represent the necessary 
information to enable those skilled in the art to practice the 
invention and illustrate the best mode of practicing the 
invention. Upon reading the following description in light of 
the accompanying drawing figures, those skilled in the art 
will understand the concepts of the invention and will 
recognize applications of these concepts not particularly 
addressed herein. It should be understood that these con 
cepts and applications fall within the scope of the disclosure 
and the accompanying claims. 

While the present invention is particularly well-suited for 
use in a mobile terminal, and particularly a mobile terminal 
that operates according to the Global System for Mobile 
Communications (GSM) standard, it should be appreciated 
that the present invention may be used any wireless receiver 
operating according to a standard Such as, but not limited to, 
the GSM standard, the Time Division Multiple Access 
(TDMA) standard, or the Code Division Multiple Access 
(CDMA) standard, wherein the standard defines a “dead 
time' during which received signals that downconverted to 
baseband should have no DC content. 
The present invention is preferably incorporated in a 

mobile terminal 10, such as a mobile telephone, personal 
digital assistant, or the like. The basic architecture of a 
mobile terminal 10 is represented in FIG. 1, and may include 
a receiver front end 12, a radio frequency transmitter section 
14, an antenna 16, a duplexer or switch 18, a baseband 
processor 20, a control system 22, memory 24, a frequency 
synthesizer 26, and an interface 28. The receiver front end 
12 receives information bearing radio frequency signals 
from one or more remote transmitters provided by a base 
station (not shown). A low noise amplifier (LNA) 30 ampli 
fies the signal. As discussed below in more detail, the LNA 
30 receives an enable signal (EN) such that the LNA 30 is 
disabled during coarse DC offset correction and enabled 
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during fine DC offset correction and reception of the radio 
frequency signals. The enable signal (EN) may be provided 
by the control system 22. Alternatively, the enable signal 
(EN) may be provided by the receiver front end 12 based on 
a receiver enable signal (RXEN) from the control system 22. 
A filter circuit 32 minimizes broadband interference in the 

received signal, while a downconversion circuitry 34 down 
converts the filtered, received signal to a very low interme 
diate frequency (VLIF) or baseband frequency signal. The 
downconverted signal is then digitized and DC offset cor 
rection is performed by digitization and DC offset correction 
circuitry 36. The receiver front end 12 typically uses one or 
more mixing frequencies generated by the frequency syn 
thesizer 26. 

The baseband processor 20 processes the digitized, 
received signal to extract the information or data bits con 
veyed in the received signal. This processing typically 
comprises demodulation, decoding, and error correction 
operations. As such, the baseband processor 20 is generally 
implemented in one or more digital signal processors 
(DSPs). 
On the transmit side, the baseband processor 20 receives 

digitized data from the control system 22, which it encodes 
for transmission. The control system 22 may run software 
stored in the memory 24. Alternatively, the operation of the 
control system 22 may be a function of sequential logic 
structures as is well understood. After encoding the data 
from the control system 22, the baseband processor 20 
outputs the encoded data to the radio frequency transmitter 
section 14. A modulator 38 receives the data from the 
baseband processor 20 and operates to provide a modulated 
signal to the power amplifier circuitry 40. In this embodi 
ment, the modulator 38 operates according to one of two 
modulation schemes, and the modulation scheme of the 
modulator 38 is controlled by a mode select signal (MODE 
SELECT) from the control system 22. In an exemplary 
embodiment, the mobile terminal 10 operates according to 
the GSM standard, and the modulator 38 operates according 
to either an 8-Level Phase Shift Keying (8PSK) modulation 
scheme, which is a modulation scheme containing both 
amplitude and phase components, or a Gaussian Minimum 
Shift Keying (GMSK) modulation scheme, which is a con 
stant amplitude modulation scheme. When in 8PSK mode, 
the modulator 38 provides a phase component of a polar 
transmit signal at a desired transmit frequency to the power 
amplifier circuitry 40 and an amplitude component of the 
polar transmit signal to the power control circuitry 42. The 
power control circuitry 42 controls an output power of the 
power amplifier circuitry 40 based on the amplitude com 
ponent or optionally a combination of a ramping signal and 
the amplitude component, thereby providing amplitude 
modulation of the phase component. When in GMSK mode, 
the modulator 38 provides a phase modulated signal to the 
power amplifier circuitry 40 and the ramping signal to the 
power control circuitry 42, where the power control circuitry 
42 controls the output power of the power amplifier circuitry 
40 based on the ramping signal. It should be noted that the 
mobile terminal 10, and thus the modulator 38, of the present 
invention is not limited to the GSM standard nor the GMSK 
and/or 8PSK modulation schemes. 
The power amplifier circuitry 40 amplifies the modulated 

signal from the modulator 38 to a level appropriate for 
transmission from the antenna 16. A gain of the power 
amplifier circuitry 40 is controlled by the power control 
circuitry 42. In essence, the power control circuitry 42 
operates to control a Supply Voltage provided to the power 
amplifier circuitry 40 based on the amplitude component or, 
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4 
optionally, a combination of the amplitude component and 
the ramping signal from the modulator 38 when in the 8PSK 
mode and based on the ramping signal when in GMSK 
mode. 
A user may interact with the mobile terminal 10 via the 

interface 28, which may include interface circuitry 42 asso 
ciated with a microphone 46, a speaker 48, a keypad 50, and 
a display 52. The interface circuitry 44 typically includes 
analog-to-digital converters, digital-to-analog converters, 
amplifiers, and the like. Additionally, it may include a voice 
encoder/decoder, in which case it may communicate directly 
with the baseband processor 20. 
The microphone 46 will typically convert audio input, 

Such as the user's voice, into an electrical signal, which is 
then digitized and passed directly or indirectly to the base 
band processor 20. Audio information encoded in the 
received signal is recovered by the baseband processor 20, 
and converted into an analog signal Suitable for driving 
speaker 48 by the interface circuitry 44. The keypad 50 and 
display 52 enable the user to interact with the mobile 
terminal 10, input numbers to be dialed and address book 
information, or the like, as well as monitor call progress 
information. 

While the present invention is well-suited for incorpora 
tion into a mobile terminal, such as the mobile terminal 10 
just described, it should be noted that the present invention 
is well-suited for use in any wireless transmitter Such as, but 
not limited to, a transmitter including the radio frequency 
transmitter section 14, a wireless transmitter associated with 
a wireless Local Area Network (LAN), and the like. As such, 
the present invention is not limited to a particular apparatus. 

FIG. 2 illustrates the digitization and DC offset correction 
circuitry 36 according to one embodiment of the present 
invention. In general, the digitization and DC offset correc 
tion circuitry 36 includes analog DC offset correction cir 
cuitry 54, an anti-alias filter 56, analog-to-digital (A/D) 
conversion circuitry 58, digital filtering circuitry 60, digital 
gain circuitry 62, and digital DC offset correction circuitry 
64. It should be noted that the analog DC offset correction 
circuitry 54 is optional and is not necessary for the present 
invention. 

In this embodiment, the analog DC offset correction 
circuitry 54 is essentially a peak hold system that tracks an 
output signal of the analog DC offset correction circuitry 54 
and offsets an input signal of the analog DC offset correction 
circuitry 54 such that that the output signal is forced to zero. 
Because the analog DC offset correction circuitry 54 cancels 
out any signal seen at its input when it is enabled and 
performing DC offset correction, the analog DC offset 
correction circuitry 54 only performs DC offset correction 
when the LNA 30 (FIG. 1) is disabled such that no signals 
other than a DC offset caused by circuitry between the LNA 
30 and the analog DC offset correction circuitry 54 are seen 
at the input of the analog DC offset correction circuitry 54. 
More specifically, the analog DC offset correction cir 

cuitry 54 includes a differential amplifier 66 that receives a 
differential input signal from the downconversion circuitry 
34 (FIG. 1) via resistors 68, 70. A differential output signal 
of the differential amplifier 66 is provided to the anti-alias 
filter 56 as the output of the analog DC offset correction 
circuitry 54. The differential output signal is also provided to 
a comparator 72 which compares a positive component of 
the differential output signal to a negative component of the 
differential output signal. It should be noted that the positive 
and negative components of the differential output signal are 
equal only when the differential output signal is Zero. Based 
on the comparison, the comparator 72 provides a control 
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signal (UP/DN) to a digital counter 74. The digital counter 
74 receives a clock signal (CLK1) Such that an output signal 
is incremented by one for each pulse of the clock signal 
(CLK1) when the control signal is “high” and decremented 
by one when the control signal is “low.” 

The clock signal (CLK1) is provided by timing circuitry 
75 which may or may not be part of the analog DC offset 
correction circuitry 54. The timing circuitry 75 receives the 
clock signal (CLK1), the receiver enable signal (RXEN), 
and a first timer value (TIME1). When the receiver front end 
12 (FIG. 1) is enabled by the receiver enable signal (RXEN), 
the timing circuitry 75 provides the clock signal (CLK1) to 
the digital counter 74 for an amount of time corresponding 
to the first timer value (TIME1) after the receiver front end 
12 is enabled. After the first timer value (TIME1) has 
expired, the timing circuitry 75 disables the clock signal 
(CLK1) provided to the digital counter 74, thereby disabling 
the digital counter 74. At that point, the analog DC offset 
correction (coarse DC offset correction) is complete, and the 
output of the digital counter 74 remains constant. 
The output signal of the digital counter 74 is converted to 

an analog signal by digital-to-analog (D/A) conversion 
circuitry 76 and provided to a resistor network. In this 
embodiment, the resistor network includes resistors 78, 80 
arranged as shown. Thus, feedback circuitry including the 
comparator 72, the digital counter 74, and the D/A conver 
sion circuitry 76 operates to adjust the differential input 
signal based on the comparison of the positive and negative 
components of the differential output signal. 

At some point during DC offset correction, the differential 
output signal is essentially Zero Such that the positive and 
negative components of the differential output signal are 
essentially equal. However, the comparator 72 has only two 
output states. Thus, when the differential output signal is 
essentially Zero, the output of the comparator 72 causes the 
output of the digital counter 74 to “toggle” between two 
values, thereby creating a residual DC error. Accordingly, 
the analog DC offset correction circuitry 54 is referred to 
herein as providing “coarse' DC offset correction. The 
residual DC error is defined by the bit resolution of the D/A 
conversion circuitry 76 and the number of bits of the digital 
counter 74. 
The differential output signal from the analog DC offset 

correction circuitry 54 is provided to the anti-alias filter 56. 
The anti-alias filter 56 is a low-pass filter with a cut-off 
frequency of approximately /2 a sampling frequency 
(Nyquist frequency) of the A/D conversion circuitry 58. As 
will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art, the 
anti-alias filter 56 prevents frequencies above half the sam 
pling frequency of the A/D conversion circuitry 58 from 
passing into the A/D conversion circuitry 58, thereby pre 
venting aliasing at the output of the A/D conversion circuitry 
58. 

After being filtered by the anti-alias filter 56, the signal is 
digitized by the A/D conversion circuitry 58, and a digital 
signal is provided to the digital filtering circuitry 60. The 
digital filtering circuitry 60 operates to shape the digital 
signal and remove unwanted frequency components to pro 
vide a filtered digital signal to the digital gain circuitry 62. 
The digital gain circuitry 62 digitally amplifies the filtered 
digital signal. When the digital DC offset correction circuitry 
64 is performing DC offset correction, the gain of the digital 
gain circuitry 62 amplifies the DC offset such that improved 
DC offset correction is achieved. 

In the illustrated embodiment, the digital DC offset cor 
rection circuitry 64 includes timing circuitry 82, a digital 
low-pass filter 84, and subtraction circuitry 86, which may 
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6 
also be referred to herein as a “combiner.” The timing 
circuitry 82 may alternatively be part of the timing circuitry 
75. In operation, the timing circuitry 82 receives a clock 
signal (CLK2), the receiver enable signal (RXEN), and a 
second timer value (TIME2). When the receiverfront end 12 
(FIG. 1) is enabled by the receiver enable signal (RXEN), 
the timing circuitry 82 provides the clock signal (CLK2) to 
the digital low-pass filter 84 for an amount of time corre 
sponding to the second timer value (TIME2) after the 
receiver front end 12 is enabled. It should be noted that the 
LNA30 (FIG. 1) is enabled for at least a last portion of the 
amount of time defined by the second timer value (TIME2). 

In one embodiment, the digital low-pass filter 84 is an 
Infinite Impulse Response (IIR) digital filter. When the 
timing circuitry 82 provides the clock signal (CLK2) to the 
digital low-pass filter 84, the digital DC offset correction 
circuitry 64 is enabled, and the digital low-pass filter 84 
operates to remove essentially all frequency components 
other than the DC offset from the digital signal provided by 
the digital gain circuitry 62. In one embodiment, the digital 
low-pass filter 84 operates to time average the DC offset 
until the digital DC offset correction circuitry 64 is disabled 
by disabling the clock signal (CLK2) provided to the digital 
low-pass filter 84. Once disabled, the digital low-pass filter 
84 provides a constant output corresponding to a time 
averaged value of the DC offset to the subtraction circuitry 
86. The subtraction circuitry 86 operates to subtract the 
time-averaged value of the DC offset from the digital signal 
output from the digital gain circuitry 62 to provide a digital 
output signal to the baseband processor 20. 
As discussed above, the analog DC offset correction 

circuitry 54 can only operate when the LNA30 (FIG. 1) is 
disabled. Otherwise, the analog DC offset correction cir 
cuitry 54 would also cancel out any signals present at its 
inputs. It is unable to distinguish between the DC offset and 
received signals. Conversely, by using the digital low-pass 
filter 84, the digital DC offset correction circuitry 64 can 
selectively cancel only frequencies near DC. However, if the 
receiver front end 12 (FIG. 1) is a direct conversion receiver 
(DCR), the received signals are downconverted to baseband. 
The present invention takes advantage of the fact that in 

wireless communication systems operating according to a 
standard such as, but not limited to the GSM standard, 
TDMA standard, or CDMA standard, there are “dead times’ 
defined by the standard. As used herein, “dead times” refer 
to times defined by the standard during which the down 
converted signal should contain no DC content. In other 
words, during the dead times, the signal at the output of the 
downconversion circuitry 34 should ideally have no DC 
content. Thus, the only DC content in the output of the 
downconversion circuitry 34 is the DC offset of the receiver 
front end 12. For example, in a GSM system, the European 
Telecommunications Standards Institute (ETSI) specifies a 
particular data pattern in the guard time between data bursts. 
As shown in FIG. 3, when Gaussian Minimum Shift Keying 
(GMSK) modulation is used for General Packet Radio 
Service (GPRS) operation in the GSM system, guard bits 
transmitted during the guard time (8.25 symbol times 
between transmit bursts) are as if an input data pattern of all 
1s had been fed into a differential encoder of the modulator 
of the transmitter. This results in a pattern of all 0s at the 
output of the differential encoder, where the pattern of all 0s 
is modulated and transmitted to the receiver front end 12 
(FIG. 1). Such a pattern results in a fixed tone at approxi 
mately 67.708 kHz at the output of the downconversion 
circuitry 34 (FIG. 1). Similarly, when an 8-Level Phase Shift 
Keying (8PSK) modulation technique is used for Enhanced 
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General Packet Radio Service (EGPRS) operation in the 
GSM system, the guard bits transmitted during the guard 
time are all 1s, and the pattern of all is modulated and 
transmitted to the receiver front end 12 (FIG. 1). Such a 
pattern results in a fixed tone at approximately 50.781 kHz 
at the output of the downconversion circuitry 34 (FIG. 1). 

Thus, according to the present invention, the digital DC 
offset correction circuitry 64 may be enabled to operate 
during the guard time before or between GPRS or EGPRS 
timeslots while the LNA30 (FIG. 1) is enabled. By doing so, 
the digital low-pass filter 84 removes the fixed tone at either 
67.708 kHz or 50.781 kHz, and the total DC offset of the 
receiver front end 12 (FIG. 1) is corrected rather than only 
the DC offset caused by circuitry between the LNA30 and 
the digitization and DC offset correction circuitry 36. 

Again, it should be noted that the present invention is not 
limited to a GSM system. The DC offset correction system 
may be implemented in any wireless communication system 
operating according to a standard defining dead times where 
there is a need or desire to perform DC offset correction. 

Thus, according to the present invention, the analog DC 
offset correction circuitry 54 is enabled only when the LNA 
30 (FIG. 1) is disabled, which is times at which the receiver 
front end 12 (FIG. 1) does not receive radio frequency 
signals. The digital DC offset correction circuitry 64 is 
enabled during dead times when the LNA30 is enabled and 
the downconverted signal output from the downconversion 
circuitry 34 (FIG. 1) ideally has no DC content. In addition, 
the digital DC offset correction circuitry 64 may be enabled 
along with the analog DC offset correction circuitry 54 when 
the LNA30 is disabled. It should also be noted that, in one 
embodiment, the receiver front end 12 is a Very Low 
Intermediate Frequency (VLIF) receiver wherein the 
received radio frequency signals are downconverted to a 
VLIF frequency rather than to baseband. In this embodi 
ment, the digital DC offset correction circuitry 64 may be 
enabled at any time because the digital low-pass filter 84 will 
remove the received signals at the VLIF frequency. How 
ever, the output of the digital low-pass filter 84 should not 
change while receiving a transmit burst in order to prevent 
distortion of the received signal. Thus, even if the receiver 
front end 12 is a VLIF receiver, it may be desirable to enable 
the digital DC offset correction circuitry 64 when the LNA 
30 is disabled and/or during dead times when the LNA30 is 
enabled. 

In one embodiment, the analog DC offset correction 
circuitry 54 and the digital DC offset correction circuitry 64 
perform DC offset correction after the receiver front end 12 
(FIG. 1) is enabled by the receiver enable signal (RXEN) 
and before receiving the first transmitted burst. More spe 
cifically, the LNA30 (FIG. 1) is disabled either prior to or 
upon receiving the receiver enable signal (RXEN) enabling 
the receiver front end 12. The first timer value (TIME1) is 
predetermined such that the analog DC offset correction 
circuitry 54 is enabled only while the LNA30 is disabled. 
When the amount of time corresponding to the first timer 
value (TIME1) has expired, the analog DC offset correction 
circuitry 54 is disabled. At approximately the same time or 
shortly thereafter, the LNA 30 is enabled. The digital DC 
offset correction circuitry 64 is also enabled when the 
receiver front end 12 is enabled by the receiver enable signal 
(RXEN). The second timer value (TIME2) is predetermined 
such that the digital DC offset correction circuitry 64 is 
enabled while the LNA30 is disabled and is further enabled 
after the LNA30 is enabled until the beginning of reception 
of the first transmit burst. 
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At least a last portion of the time between the end of 

TIME1 and the end of TIME2 is known to be dead time, 
wherein the downconverted signal should have no DC 
content. It should be noted that all of the time between the 
end of TIME1 and the end of TIME2 may be dead time or 
only a last portion of the time between the end of TIME1 and 
the end of TIME2 may be dead time. However, if all of the 
time between the end of TIME1 and the end of TIME2 is not 
dead time, the dead time must occur during the last portion 
of the time between the end of TIME1 and the end of TIME2 
in order to prevent corruption of the DC offset correction of 
the digital DC offset correction circuitry 64 by downcon 
verted signals having DC content. 

For a GSM system, the digital DC offset correction 
circuitry 64 is enabled until the beginning of the first tail bit 
of the first transmit burst, and at least the last portion of the 
time between the end of TIME1 and the end of TIME2 is the 
guard time, wherein the received radio frequency signal 
contains only guard bits. Alternatively, the digital DC offset 
correction circuitry 64 may not be enabled until the LNA30 
is enabled, in which case the DC offset correction circuitry 
64 would remain enabled until the beginning of reception of 
the first transmit burst, as described above. 

Unlike the analog DC offset correction circuitry 54, the 
digital DC offset correction circuitry 64 may also be enabled 
during dead time between reception of adjacent transmit 
bursts where there should be no DC content in downcon 
verted signal at the output of the downconversion circuitry 
34 (FIG. 1) during the dead time. As stated above, for a GSM 
system, the dead time is the guard time between adjacent 
transmit bursts. 

Those skilled in the art will recognize improvements and 
modifications to the preferred embodiments of the present 
invention. All Such improvements and modifications are 
considered within the scope of the concepts disclosed herein 
and the claims that follow. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A receiver for a wireless communication system com 

prising: 
amplifier circuitry adapted to amplify a received radio 

frequency (RF) signal to provide an amplified RF 
signal; 

downconversion circuitry adapted to convert the ampli 
fied RF signal to a downconverted signal; 

digitization circuitry adapted to digitize the downcon 
Verted signal to provide a digital signal; and 

digital DC offset correction circuitry adapted to receive 
the digital signal, detect a DC offset of the digital 
signal, and subtract the DC offset from the digital 
signal, wherein the digital DC offset correction cir 
cuitry is enabled during dead time when the downcon 
verted signal should have no DC content and the 
amplifier circuitry is enabled. 

2. The receiver of claim 1 wherein the digital DC offset 
correction circuitry comprises: 

a digital low-pass filter adapted to filter the digital signal 
to detect the DC offset of the digital signal; 

subtraction circuitry adapted to subtract the DC offset 
from the digital signal; and 

timing circuitry adapted to enable the digital low-pass 
filter during dead time when the downconverted signal 
should have no DC content. 

3. The receiver of claim 2 wherein the timing circuitry is 
further adapted to disable the digital low-pass filter at the 
end of the dead time, and the digital low-pass filter is further 
adapted to provide the DC offset of the digital signal as a 
constant value when disabled by the timing circuitry. 
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4. The receiver of claim 3 wherein the digital low-pass 
filter is further adapted to time average the DC offset of the 
digital signal and provide the DC offset to the subtraction 
circuitry upon being disabled by the timing circuitry. 

5. The receiver of claim 2 wherein the receiver operates 
according to the Global System for Mobile Communications 
(GSM) standard. 

6. The receiver of claim 5 wherein the dead time is at least 
a portion of a guard time defined by the GSM standard and 
corresponding to a period of time where the received RF 
signal contains guard bits, and the guard bits force a fre 
quency of the downconverted signal to a fixed frequency 
offset from DC such that the fixed frequency is filtered from 
the digital signal by the digital low-pass filter. 

7. The receiver of claim 6 wherein the timing circuitry is 
further adapted to disable the digital low-pass filter at a 
beginning of a first tail bit signifying an end of the guard 
time and a beginning of a received data burst. 

8. The receiver of claim 6 wherein the guard time occurs 
between adjacent data bursts received by the receiver. 

9. The receiver of claim 6 wherein the guard time occurs 
before a first data burst after the receiver is enabled. 

10. The receiver of claim 1 wherein the receiver is a direct 
conversion receiver and the downconversion circuitry is 
further adapted to provide the downconverted signal at 
baseband. 

11. A method of performing DC offset correction in a 
receiver for a wireless communication system comprising: 

amplifying a received radio frequency (RF) signal to 
provide an amplified RF signal; 

downconverting the amplified RF signal to a downcon 
verted signal; 

digitizing the downconverted signal to provide a digital 
signal; and 

detecting a DC offset of the digital signal, and Subtracting 
the DC offset from the digital signal during a dead time 
when the downconverted signal should have no DC 
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content and the amplified RF signal is provided by 
amplifying the received RF signal. 

12. The method of claim 11 further comprising subtract 
ing the DC offset from the digital signal. 

13. The method of claim 12 wherein detecting the DC 
offset of the digital signal comprises low-pass filtering the 
digital signal to detect the DC offset of the digital signal. 

14. The method of claim 13 further comprising disabling 
the low-pass filtering of the digital signal at the end of the 
dead time and providing the DC offset of the digital signal 
as a constant value when the low-pass filtering of the digital 
signal is disabled. 

15. The method of claim 14 wherein the low-pass filtering 
of the digital signal comprises time averaging the DC offset 
of the digital signal. 

16. The method of claim 15 wherein the receiver operates 
according to the Global System for Mobile Communications 
(GSM) standard, and detecting the DC offset of the digital 
signal during the dead time comprises detecting the DC 
offset of the digital signal during at least a portion of a guard 
time defined by the GSM standard and corresponding to a 
period of time where the received RF signal contains guard 
bits, wherein the guard bits force a frequency of the down 
converted signal to a fixed frequency offset from DC such 
that low-pass filtering the digital signal removes the fixed 
frequency. 

17. The method of claim 15 further comprising disabling 
the low-pass filtering of the digital signal at a beginning of 
a first tail bit signifying an end of the guard time and a 
beginning of a received data burst. 

18. The method of claim 15 wherein the guard time occurs 
between adjacent data bursts received by the receiver. 

19. The method of claim 1 wherein the guard time occurs 
before a first data burst after the receiver is enabled. 
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