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To all whom it may concern: ‘

Be it known that I, FREDERICK HENRY
YOREKE, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Foosland, in the county of Champaign
and Stateof Illinocis, have invented a newand

a specification.

This invention relates generally to decoy-
ducks, and more particularly to the manner
of connecting the head to the body of the

The objeet of the invention is to provide a
duck having a movable or swinging head
which rocks or nods in simulation of the rock-
ing and nodding motion of the water-fowl.

Another object of the invention is fo pro-
vide a regulating means whereby the in-
tensity of the rocking or nodding motion ean
be regulated according to the character of the
weather to which the deeoy is to be exposed.

With these objects in view the invention
consists in the novel features of construction
and combination, all of which will be fully
described hereinafter and pointed out in the
claims.

In the drawings forming part of this speeci-
fication, Figure 1 is a view illustrating a de-
coy constructed in accordance with my in-
vention. Fig. 2 isa vertical longitudinal sec-
tional view of a duck constructed in accord-
ance with my invention. Fig. 3 is a trans-

the line 3 3 of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a detail lon-
gitudinal section showing the position the
parts assume during the rocking or nodding
motion of the head. Fig. 5 shows a slight
modification. Fig. 6 is a sectional view of
such modification. -

In construecting a decoy in acecordance with
my invention I employ a solid body portion
A, towhich is attached the hollow breast por-
tion B, which breast portion may be con-
structed of metal or any other suitable ma-
terial connected to the body portion in any
suitable manner, and it will of course be un-
derstood that both the body and breast por-
tion are bent or otherwise made fo represent
the ordinary duck. The breast portion B
terminates in a neck portion C, the top of
which is concave and slotted longitudinally,
asshownat (. TheheadD hasa hollowfront
portion E attached thereto, said front portion
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being shaped to fit into the concavity of the
neck portion and also is slotted longitudi-
nally, as' shown at E!. = Arod F is secured at
its upper end within the head of the decoy
and at its lower end carries a weight G, said
rod and weight serving as a pendulum, the
rod passing through the longitudinal slots C’
and E', thereby causing the head to rock or
nod up and down, the front portion of the
head turning in the concavity of the neck,as
most clearly shown. - The bill D' of the head
is hollowed out upon the under side, as shown
at D?, for the purpose of catching the wind
or current of air sweeping over the surface of
the water, and thereby causing the head of
the decoy to rock more readily. The motion
of the waves whieh rock the body will also
cause the head to rock, owing to the pendu-
lum-like aetion of the rod and weight.

In order to regulate the tension between
the front and neck portion, so that the motion
of the head can be made to accommodateitself
according to the weather, I employ a ball H,
which is contained within the front portion
and through which the rod passes, and by
turning the rod so as to force the ball down-
wardly thereon the throat portion is ex-
panded slightly, thereby increasing the fric-
tion between the throat and neck portion,
whereby the rocking motion of the head is

partially retarded. Thisadjustmentis made
whenever the decoy is to be exposed to stormy -

weather in order to avoid violent motion of
the head. Whenever the decoy is to be ex-
posed upon a protected surface, the ball is
elovated, reducing the friction and permit-
ting the head torock or nod readily.

In Figs. 5and 6 I have shown a slight modi-
fication in which the lower end  of the head
and the upper end of the neck or body are
concaved, as shown at I and K, respectively,
and between such concaved portions is ar-
ranged a ball L, the said neck and body por-
tions being connected by means of plates M,
said plates being rigidly secured to the body
portion, as-most clearly shown, and the head
being pivotally connected to said plates, so
that the rocking motion is capable.

A collar N is atfached to the head portion
and overlaps the joint and prevents the en-
trance of water between the neck and head
portions.
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It will thus be seen that I provide an ex-
ceedingly cheap, simple, and efficient con-
struction of decoy which will have a thor-
oughly natural modification of the head, and
it will also be noted that the connecting parts
can be so regulated as to make the modifica-
tions of the head natural under all conditions
of weather.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. A decoy-duck having a vertically-mov-
able head connected thereto, and a weighted
rod attached to the head and extending into
the body of the decoy, said head being hol-
lowed out at one side for the purpose of cateh-
ing the wind.

2. A decoy comprising a body, the forward
end of which is hollow, the head having a
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depending rod carrying a weight atits lower
end, said weight being located in the hollow
portion of the body, and the friction device
arranged upon the rod for the purpose of reg-
ulating the motion of the head, as specified.
3. A decoy comprising a body, the forward

. portion of which is hollow and terminating
in a neck portion, the upper end of which is
concaved and slotted longitudinally, a head
having a throat portion attached thereto, a
ball contained within the said throat portion,
and an adjustable threaded rod passing into
the head through the ball and having a weight
at its lower end, substantially as described.

FREDERICK HENRY YORKE.

Witnesses: -
J. H. YouUNG,
SAMUEL McCKINNEY.
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