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1
STEREO LOCK

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Stereo apparatuses and the like are relatively expensive and
are subject to theft from automobiles and from other locations
where they may be disposed for use. At the present time, no
apparatus is available for suitably locking stereo apparatuses
and the like in automobiles, or in other locations where they
may be mounted for use. The ordinary mountings for such ap-
paratuses provide that by simply removing a few screws,
usually four, the apparatus may be removed from its mounting
brackets and stolen. Because of this, insurance coverage on
automobile stereo units is virtually unobtainable. This inven-
tion provides lock apparatus which is useful in preventing the
theft of stereo apparatuses or the like, especially from au-
tomotive vehicles.

Briefly, the apparatus includes a pair of hinged elements
which are screwed to the stereo unit, or the like, at the same
time that the stereo unit is assembled to the mounting brackets
therefore, the hinged elements being pivotally movable to ex-
tend around the lower portions of the stereo unit and locked
together by an adjustable lock which includes a locking slide
and a keeper lock mechanism which may be removably af-
fixed to the locking slide to tightly lock the same in place. Un-
less the locking mechanism is unlocked by a key, or by operat-
ing a combination to open the same, the stereo unit may not
be removed. The screws by which the stereo unit is assembled
in the carrier brackets therefor, and by which the locking ele-
ments are installed are completely covered so that they may
not be removed unless the locking assembly is unlocked and
opened.

The stereo lock apparatus afforded by the invention is inex-
pensive and simple to use, and is adaptable to a variety of ap-
paratuses, such as stereo units of different makes and dimen-
sions, and to other similar apparatuses such as radios which
may be desired to be installed in place for use without un-
wanted removal or theft.

Other objects and advantages of the invention will appear
from the following detailed description of a preferred embodi-
ment thereof, reference during the course of the description
being made to the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTIONS OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a front elevational view showing a stereo lock of
preferred form according to the invention; showing the locked
position thereof by solid lines and the unlocked position
thercof by dashed lines. - :

FIG. 2 is a perspective view showing portions of the ap-
paratus shown in FIG. 1 in disassembled condition.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Referring now to the drawings in detail, and first primarily
to FIG. 1, reference numeral 10 indicates the downwardly fac-
ing wall surface at the underside of the dashboard of an au-
tomobile. The stereo unit 11 is shown mounted under dash-
board 10, but it will be understood that, first, the unit may be
mounted in any desired location other than beneath the dash-
board of an automobile, and second, the unit 11 may comprise
other apparatus than a stereo unit.

A pair of mounting angle brackets 14, 15 each having a
form, are screwed by plural screws 16 inserted through per-
forations thereof to the underside of a dashboard 10 of an au-
tomobile. Brackets 14, 15 are disposed such that the screws 16
are covered by stereo unit 11 when it is installed in the
brackets. In other words, the horizontal portions 18, 19 of the
brackets are disposed above the stereo unit, and the vertical
portions 20, 21 of the brackets are positioned to be flushly
against opposite sides of the stereo unit.

Normally, the portions 20, 21 of brackets 14, 15, respec-
tively, would be connected to opposite sides of the stereo unit
11 by plural screws 24 and 25, plural screws 24 being inserted
through plural perforations through bracket portion 20 into

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

70

75

2

tapped openings provided in one side of unit 11, and plural
screws 25 being inserted through plural perforations through
bracket portion 21 into plural tapped openings into the other
side of stereo unit 11. In this condition, removal of the stereo
unit requires only that the screws 24 and 25 be removed,
whereupon the entire stereo unit may be taken away from
brackets 14, 15. This condition allows ready theft of the stereo
unit, as there is nothing to prevent the removal of the screws.

According to the invention, a pair of lock hinges 31, 32 are
provided, these having flat hinge parts 31a, 31 and 324, 325,
respectively. Parts 31a, 31b, are connected by a hinge portion
31c while parts 324, 32b are connected by a hinge part 32c.
Hinge parts 31c, 32¢, provide connections between the other
hinge elements, so that the respective parts may be moved in
the manner of a hinge.

Part 31a of hinge element 31 is shown disposed covering a
portion of bracket portion 20. The screws 24 are disposed
through plural perforations of bracket portion 20 and also
through plural perforations of hinge part 31a. Thus installed,
the hinge part 31b is movable from open position 31d to
locking positions 315. Similarly, bracket portion 21 of bracket
15 and hinge part 32z are screwed to the other side of the
stereo unit 11 by the plural screws 25, whereupon hinge part
32b is movable between positions 32b and 324. In their closed
positions 315, 32b the movable hinge parts completely cover
the exposed heads of screws 24, 25 so that the screws 24, 25
may not be removed.

Hinge part 315 has at its end a downturned portion 31e, and
hinge part 32b has at its end portion a downturned portion
32¢. A locking slide slot 35 is provided through each of hinge
portions 31¢ and 32e¢. The slot 35 of element 31¢ is not shown
in the drawings, but is identical with the slot 35 which is shown
in FIG. 2 for hinge part 32b.

A locking slide 37 has an enlarged end 38 and along one
side a plurality of locking recesses 39. The locking slide is in-
serted through the slot 35 of either of the downturned portions
31e, 32¢ and across the space therebetween to be inserted
through the other downturned portion 31e, 32¢. In FIG. 1,
locking slide 37 is shown inserted through the slot 32 of
downturned portion 31e and then inserted through slot 35 of
downturned portion 32e. A keeper lock mechanism 42, which
is adapted to engage with the locking recesses or notches 39 is
received over the end 41 of the locking slide and moved to
against the outer side of hinge portion 32¢ in which position it
is locked and will thereby prevent removal of the locking slide
and hinges from their closed dispositions shown in FIG. 1.

With the apparatus thus assembled, and with hinge parts
315, 32b closed against the sides and bottom of stereo unit 11,
the screws 24, 25 and the stereo unit may not be removed
without unlocking of lock mechanism 42. Also, since screws
16 are also covered by the stereo unit itself, theft of the stereo
unit is adequately protected against. For removal of the stereo
unit to another location, or for the making of repairs or the
like, the lock mechanism 42 may be unlocked and removed
from locking slide 37, so that locking slide 39 may be
withdrawn from the slots 35, after which hinge parts 315, 32b
may be moved to their respective positions 314, 324, this ex-
posing the screws 24, 25 so that the stereo unit 11 may be easi-
ly removed. Mechanism 42 may be a key lock, a combination
lock, or any other suitable form of lock.

While a preferred embodiment of apparatus according to
the invention has been described and shown in the drawings,
many modifications thereof may be made by a person skilled
in the art without departing from the spirit of the invention,
and it is intended to protect by Letters Patent all forms of the
invention falling within the scope of the following claims.

I claim: )

1. Lock apparatus for use in locking in place an object
mounted against a wall means, comprising first and second
hinge means each comprising a first flat member adapted for
connection against one side of the object and a second flat
member pivotally connected to said first flat member movable
to cover said first flat member and said connection to the ob-
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ject and therebeyond extending to beneath the object and hav-
ing an outturned end, said first and second hinge means being
connected to opposite sides of the object, and lock means for
connecting said outturned ends of said first and second hinge
means toward one another.

2. The combination of claim 1, said outturned ends of said
first and second hinge means each having slot means
therethrough, said lock means comprising locking slide means
receivable through both said slot means, and keeper means
releasably engageable with said locking slide means for
preventing removal of said locking slide means from said slot
means.

3. The combination of claim 2, said object being mounted
against said wall means by bracket means comprising end tab
means disposed along said sides of the object to beneath said
first flat members of said first and second hinge means, said
connections of said first and second hinge means to opposite
sides of the object also connecting said tab means to opposite
sides of the object.
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4. The combination of claim 3, said bracket means having
securing means for connecting said bracket means to said wall
means, said securing means being covered by the object to be
inaccessible for tampering and removal. .

5. The combination of claim 3, said connections of said firs
and second hinge means and said tab means to opposite sides
of said object comprising plural screws received through re-
gistered perforations of said first flat means of said hinge
means and said tab means and in tapped openings in opposite
sides of the object, said second flat means of said hinge means
completely covering the heads of said screws when said lock
means is engaged to hold said outturned ends of said hinge
means connected as described, and movable away from said
screw heads to expose same when said lock means is released.

6. The combination of claim §, said wall means comprising a
surface beneath the dashboard of an automotive vehicle, and
said object being a stereo unit.
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