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UNITED STATES 
3. JACOB RADA, OF JENNINGs, KANSAs. 
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944,379. Specification of Letters Patent, Patented Dec. 28, 1909. 
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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JACOB RADA, a citizen 

of the United States, residing at Jennings, 
in the county of Decatur and State of Kan 
sas, have invented a new and useful Hog 
Chute, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
This invention relates to hog chutes or 

stanchions and has for its object to provide 
a simple, inexpensive and efficient device of 
this character for holding or suspending 
hogs and other animals while ringing or 
otherwise marking or identifying the same. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide a chute comprising a pair of clamp 
ing members suspended from a runway and 
adjustable laterally to accommodate hogs 
of different sizes. 
A still further object is generally to im 

prove this class of devices so as to add to 
their utility and durability as well as to 
reduce the cost of manufacture. 
With these and other objects in view the 

invention consists in the construction and 
novel combination and arrangement of parts 
hereinafter fully described and illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings it being un 
derstood that various changes in form, pro 
portions and minor details of construction 
may be resorted to within the scope of the 
appended claims. 
In the accompanying drawing forming a 

part of this specification there is illustrated 
a perspective view of a hog chute construct 
edin accordance with my invention. 

Similar numerals of reference indicate 
corresponding parts in all the figures of the 
drawings. 
The device consists of a runway com 

prising the spaced side walls 5 mounted on 
parallel longitudinal beams 6 and provided 
with vertically sliding gates 7 and 8 defin 
ing a chamber or compartment adapted to 
receive the hogs or other animals. Sus 
pended from the longitudinal beams 6 at a 
point adjacent the gate 8 is a pair of spaced 
clamping members 9 and 10 the side walls 
of which are concaved and converge toward 
the lower ends thereof to form an opening 
through which the head of the hog projects 
during the ringing or otherwise marking of 
the animal. The convex walls of the clamp 
ing members are reinforced by longitudinal 
bars 11 the free ends of which are extended 

a rod 15 and a pair of pins 16 extending 
inWardly from the beams 6, whereby the 
clamping members are pivotally supported 
On Said beams and free to swing laterally 
to operative and inoperative positions. 

Journaled in suitable brackets 16' secured 
to the convex wall of the member 10 is a 
transverse winding shaft 17 having cords or 
cables 18 secured thereto and connected 
through the medium of coiled springs 19 to 
hooks 20 extending laterally from the con 
vex Wall of the other clamping member 9. 
Journaled in similar brackets 2 on the mem 
ber 9 is a corresponding shaft 22 also pro 
vided with cords or cables 23 connected to 
hooks 24 on the member 10 by colled springs 
25. The springs 19 and 25 form a yieldable 
connection between the adjacent longitudi 

inal edges of the clamping members and also 
serve to confine the hog or other animal be 
tween said members. The winding shafts 
are provided with terminal cranks 26 by 
means of which the shafts may be rotated to 
adjust the clamping members laterally to 
accommodate hogs of different sizes, atten 
tion being called to the fact that the free 
or reduced ends of the members are formed With laterally extending flanges 2 adapted 
to engage and clamp the neck of the hog so 
as to prevent the latter from escaping dur 
ing the ringing operation. In order to lock 
the clamping members in adjusted position 
suitable pawls 26 are pivoted to the convex 
walls of said members for engagement with 
ratchet wheels 27 secured to the winding 
shafts 17 and 22, as shown. Pivoted at 28 
between the longitudinal beams 6 is a trap 
door or platform 29 movable to operative 
position by the weight of the animalso that 
when the hog treads upon said platform he 
will be deflected downwardly between the 
clamping members. 

In operation the gates 7 and 8 are closed 
and the hogs driven into the runway after 
which the gate 7 is elevated and a single 
hog permitted to enter the chamber or com 
partment between said gates. As the ani 
mal treads upon the platform the latter is 
tilted and the hog deflected head first into 
the receiving chute and in which position he 
will be securely held during the ringing op 
eration by the spring clamping action of the 
side walls of the chute. When it is desired 
to release the hog it is merely necessary to 

to form hangers 12 having terminal hooks rotate the shafts to unwind the cord or cable 
13 and 14 for engagement, respectively, with | thus moving the members laterally to inop 
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erative position and permitting the animal 
to escape. - 

Having thus described the invention what 
is claimed is:- ... . . . 

1. A device of the class described compris 
ing a run-way; spaced, depending, clamping 
members independently pivoted at their 
upper ends to the run-way; a winding shaft 
transversely mounted upon one of the clamp 
ing members and terminally extended there 
beyond, the said shaft being provided in its 
extended portions with operating means; and 
flexible elements uniting the other clamping 

5 
member with the extended portions of the 
winding shaft. 

2. A device of the class described compris 
ing a run-way; spaced, depending, clamping 
members independently pivoted at their 
upper ends to the run-way; a winding shaft 
transversely mounted upon one of the clamp 
ing members and terminally extended there 
beyond, the said shaft being provided in its 
extended portions with operating means; and 

5 
flexible, retractile elements uniting the other 
clamping member with the extended por 
tions of the winding shaft. 

3. A device of the class described compris 
... ing a runway; spaced, depending, clamp 
30 

ing members independently pivoted at their 
upper ends to the runway; a shaft trans 
versely mounted upon one of the clamping 
members and terminally extended therebe-l 

944,379 

yond, the said shaft being provided in its 
extended portions with operating means; re 
tractile springs; flexible elements uniting the 
springs at one end with the extended por 

5 

tions of the shaft and elements uniting the 
other ends of the springs with the other clamping member. 

4. A device of the class described compris 
ing a pair of Spaced beams; a pair of de 
pending, coöperating clamping members; hangers pivotally uniting the upper ends of 
the clamping members with the beams; and 
a tilting trap pivotally mounted between the 
beams and arranged to Swing between the 
hangers and one of the clamping members. 

5. A device of the class described compris 
ing a pair of spaced beams; a rod uniting 
the beams; pins projecting from the inner 
faces of the beams; a clamping member piv 
otally suspended from the rod; hangers de 
pending from the pins; a clamping member 
suspended from the hangers; a tilting trap 
pivotally mounted between the beams and 
arranged to Swing between the hangers; and 
means for connecting the clamping members. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my own, I have hereto affixed my signature 
in the presence of two witnesses. 
- JACOB RADA. 
Witnesses: 

S. A. GROOM, 
O. E. GILLESPLE. 
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