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(57) Abstract: An optical connector enabling im-
provement in the capability of being accommo-
dated in a cabinet or the like by reduction in size
and prevention of problems including an increase
in the bending loss of optical fibers and breakage.
In an optical connector (1) which accommodates
and holds a fusion splice (13) fusion-splicing a
short optical fiber (5) previously attached to an
optical connector ferrule (85) and an optical fiber
core wire (3), one end of a protective sleeve (87)
made of a heat-shrinkable material and covering
the fusion splice (13) is joined to the optical con-
nector ferrule (85). In the optical connector fer-
rule (85), an air escape hole (7f) for letting air
trapped in the protective sleeve (87) is so formed
as to escape outward when the protective sleeve
(87) is shrunk by heating and closely touches the
optical connector ferrule (85).
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