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To all whom it may concern:

“Be it known that I, AMBrosE J. FInne-
GAN, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Castalia, in the county of Winneshiek and

State of Iowa, have invented certain new"

and useful Improvements in Fenders, of
which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings. C o

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in fenders and has relation more par-

ticularly to a device of this general charac-

ter especially designed and adapted for use
in connection with motor driven vehicles,
and it is an object of the invention to pro-

_vide a novel and improved device of this

- general character which operates as a bum-
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per and which is provided with means
whereby the force of impact is materi-
ally absorbed so that the possibility of in-
jury to a person or other obstruction with
which the fender comes in contact is sub-
stantially reduced. - -

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a novel and improved device of this
general character comprising a member
adapted to be -yielding supported in ad-
vance of the vehicle and disposed in a direc-
tion transversely thereof and wherein said
member is provided with a shock absorbing
agency, preferably constituting an inflatable
pneumatic member. -

An additional object of the invention is to
provide a device of this general character
comprising novel and improved means
whereby an inflatable body may be effec-
tively held in desired position and whereby
said inflatable body is substantially incased
or inclosed in a manner to protect the same.

The invention consists in the details of
construction and in the combination and ar-
rangement of the several parts of my im-
proved fender whereby certain important
advantages are attained and the device ren-
dered simpler, less expensive and otherwise
more convenient and advantageous for use,
as will be hereinafter more fully set forth.

The novel features of my invention will
hereinafter be definitely claimed. :

In order that my invention may be the
better understood, I will now proceed to de-
scribe the same with reference to the ac-
companying drawings, wherein: :

Figure 1 is a view in top plan illustrating
a fender constructed in accordance with an

embodiment of my invention and in applied
position. . . ' : :
Fig. 2 is an enlarged sectional view taken
substantially on the line 2—2 of Fig. 1.
Fig. 8 is a fragmentary view partly in
section .and partly in elevation illustrating
a connection of a supporting spring with
the frame or chassis of the vehicle.
Fig. 4 is a view in plan of the casing or
covering as herein embodied. - :
Fig. 5is a view in top plan illustrating a
fender constructed in accordance with a fur-
ther embodiment of my invention, and

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary view partly in ele-.

vation and partly in section of one of the

-supporting springs and its connection with

the fender bar. - . o

As is particularly illustrated in Figs. 1'to
4 of the accompanying drawings, my im-
proved fender comprises an elongated rigid
member 1 adapted to be disposed trans-
versely of a vehicle and in advance thereof
and having its outer face provided there-
along with the groove or channel 2 substan-
tially semicircular in cross section and in
which is adapted to be arranged an inflat-
able body or member 8. The body or mem-
ber 3 is of a length substantially equal to the

‘length of the member 1 and in communica-

tion therewith substantially midway its
length is an inflating valve 4 which, when
the member or body 3 is in an extended posi-
tion, extends through an opening 5 posi-
tioned substantially midway of the member
1 and which valve extends rearwardly of
sald member so that said member or body 3
may be readily and conveniently inflated
when the requirements of practice so necessi-
tate. ' ' : '

- C denotes a flexible casing or covering,
preferably of leather, and of a.length sub-
stantially equal to the length of the member
1 and of such width that when the casing or
covering C is in applied position, the inflat-

“able member or body 8 is incased and effec-

tively protected from dust, the elements, and
the like. -

The casing or covering C Iadjacent its op-
- posite ends and at points intermediate there-

of has secured thereto the straps 6 or the
like and each of said straps is of a length to
extend beyond the opposite longitudinal
margins of the casing or covering C and sur-
round or embrace the member 1 so that said
casing or covering C may be firmly held in
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applied position yet capable of ready re-

moval when the occasions of practice may
require. :

The extremities of each of the straps 6
are adapted to be buckled or otherwise cou-
pled, as indicated at 7, and it is also of
manifest advantage to have each of said
straps threaded through: the eyes or loops
8 carried by the member 1 above and below
the groove or channel 2, so that said casing
or covering C is positively held against
slipping or displacement.

The central portion of the casing or cover-
ing C is provided with a longitudinally dis-
posed slit or opening 9 to facilitate the in-
sertion or removal of the member or body 3
without the necessity of the complete dis-
assembling of the structure and said’ slit
or opening 9 is closed by the flap or apron
10 maintained in closed position by the fas-
tening members 11 which may be of any
character desired or preferred.

Riveted or otherwise secured to the rear
surface of the member 1 are the upstanding
end portions @ of the elongated springs 12.
The opposite end portions of the springs 12
are fastened or clamped to the frame or
chassis F of the vehicle. As herein dis-
closed, the end portion of each of the springs
12 engaged with the frame or chassis I is
flattened to afford a plate 14 with which
coact the substantially U-shaped members
15 straddling from below the side members
of the frame or chassis F and having the
free extremities of the arms.thereof dis-
posed through the openings 16 in the plate
14 and engaged with said arms and coact-
ing with the plate are the clamping nuts 17.

In the embodiment of my invention as
illustrated in Figs. 5 and 6, my improved
fender is substantially the same construc-
tion as has been hereinbefore set forth ex-
cept that the springs 12" are adapted to
have their free end portions engaged with

.the fender or bumper bar B now generally

in use. Said end portions of the springs
19’ have their upwardly directed or curved
portions ¢’ terminating in the substantially
horizontally disposed U-shaped clips or jaws
18 facing in a direction toward the vehicle
and adapted to straddle said fender or
bumper bar B. Coacting with each of said
clips or jaws 18 is'a clamping bolt 19 where-
by an effective securing of the springs 12’
may be had with the bar B.

From the foregoing description, it is
thought to be obvious that a fender con-
structed in accordanc¢e with my invention
is particularly well adapted for use by rea-
son of the convenience and facility with
which it may be assembled and operated,
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and it will also be obvious that my inven-
tion is susceptible of some change and modi-
fication without departing from the prin-
ciples and spirit thereof and for this reason
I do not wish to be understood as limiting
myself to the precise arrangement and for-
mation of the several parts herein shown in
carrying out my invention in practice ex-
cept as hereinafter claimed.
I claim:
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1. A device of the character described in- -

cluding an elongated member, yielding at-
taching means carried thereby, an inflatable
body disposed aleng the outer face of said
member, and a casing overlying said inflat-
able body and detachably engaged with the
member.

2. A device of the character described in-
cluding an elongated member, yielding at-
taching means carried thereby, an inflatable
body disposed along the outer face of said
member, and a casing overlying said inflat-
able body, and straps carried by the cover
adapted to embrace the member for hold-
ing the cover in applied position, said mem-
ber being provided with eyes through which
the straps are directed. .

8. A device of the character described in-
cluding an elongated member, yielding at-
taching means carried thereby, an inflatable
body disposed along the outer face of said
member, and a casing overlying said inflat-
able body and detachably engaged with the

member, said member being provided. there-

alonig with a channel in whieh the inflatable
body is seated., e

4. A device of the character described in-
cluding an elongated member, yielding at-
taching means carried thereby, an inflatable
body disposed along the outer face of said
member, a casing overlying said inflatable

body and detachably engaged with the mem-

ber, said member being provided with an
opening, and an inflating valve carried by
the body and extending through the open-
ing of the member. :

5. A device of the character described in-
cluding an elongated member, yielding at-
taching means carried thereby, an inflatable

. body disposed along the outer face of said

member, a casing overlying said inflatable
body and detachably engaged with the mem-
ber, said casing being provided with an
opening, and a closure for said opening.
In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature in the presence of two witnesses.

- AMBROSE J. FINNEGAN.
Witnesses:
Huwry A, DessEr,
Gro. F. BErNBARD.
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