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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

FRED LELAND GODDARD, OF DOUGLAS, DISTRICT OF ALASKA.

STRETCHER.

No. 918,159,

7o all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, FrREDp LEeranp Gop-
DARD, & citizen of the United States, residing
at Douglas, District of Alaska, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Stretchers; and I do declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it apper-
tains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to improvements
in stretchers.

The object of the invention is to provide
a stretcher having means whereby. the occu-
pant may be securely strapped and bound
thereon so that the stretcher may be turned
at various angles or in different positions
without danger of the occupant falling off.

With this object in view, the invention
consists of certain novel features of con-
struetion, combination and arrangement of
parts as will be described hereinafter and
particularly pointed out in the appended
claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
is a plan view of the stretcher showing the
manner in which an occupant is bound
thereon; Fig. 2 is a similar view with the

binding flaps thrown back showing the ar- |

rangement of the body and limb binding
straps and the supporting straps; Tig. 3 is
a plan view showing the interior arrange-
ment of the stretcher; and Fig. 4 is a simi-
lar view showing the arrangement of the
stretcher when not in use. ’

In the embodiment of the invention, I
provide a rigid frame, 1, of oblong shape
and formed of any suitable materal, said
frame being shown in the present instance
as formed of metal tubing or gas pipe, ar-
ranged within the frame 1, and adapied to
be secured thereto is a fabric bottom, 2,
around the edges of which is arranged a se-
ries of lacing eyelets, 3, through which is
passed a lacing cord or rope, 4, which is
passed around the side and end bars of the
frame between each of the lacing eyelets as
shown, thereby securely fastening the bot-
tom to the frame.

Secured to the bottom, 2, adjacent to its
side edges are longitudinally disposed bind-
ing flaps, 5, which are adapted to be brought
over the occupant of the stretcher. The
flaps, 5, are provided along their free edges
with a series of lacing eyelets through which

are adapted to be passed lacing straps, 6,
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by means of which said flaps are securely
bound together around the occupant.

In the bottom, 2, to one side of the center
is formed a triangular opening, which is
adapted to be closed by a removable flap, 7,
sald opening being provided for sanitary
purposes. : T

At one end of the bottom, 2, is secured a
pillow, 8, in one end of which is formed a
pocket, 9, said pocket being closed by a flap,
10. The pocket is provided for the recep-
tion of bandages, absorbent cotton and
similar articles adapted for use in cases of
emergency.

Secured to the bottom, 2, near one end,
is a body binding strap, or belt, 12, while.
below said belt, 12, are secured the. lower
ends of supporting straps, 13, the upper ends
of which are secured farther up on the bot-
tom, the upper and lower ends of said straps
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‘being adapted to be adjustably conmected

togetiier by buckles or other fastening de-
vices. The lower ends of the supporting
straps are preferably padded as shown at 14,
and are adapted to be passed betweén the
legs of the occupant and to be buckled to
the lower ends of the upper sections of the
strap, said upper sections being passed over
the thighs of the occupant, thus forming a
support and holding device by means of
which the occupant would be held-on the
stretcher should the latter be stood on end.

Secured to the lower portion of the bottom
are upper and lower leg binding devices, 15
and 16, said devices being preferably formed
of broad strips of canvas or other suitable
fabric and riveted or otherwise secured to
said bottom. To the canvas binding devices
are secured straps, 17, which are adapted to
be buckled together to bind said canvas de-
vices around the legs of the occupant, thus
securely binding the legs to the bottom.
The leg binding devices, 15 and 16, besides
serving to bind the legs to the bottom are
also adapted for binding splints, 18, to the
leg, whereby in case of a fracture, the limb
may be held rigidly. If desired, the splints
may also be secured at their upper ends by
the body strap or belt, 2. ,

To the inner side of one of the flaps, 5, are
secured splint holding strips, in which a num-
ber of splints may be secured to the stretcher
ready for use when needed.

A stretcher constructed and arranged as
herein shown and described provides for the
binding of the occupant thereon in such a
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manner that the streteher may be turned at
various angles or stood on end without dan-
ger of the occupant falling off and thus en-
:Lblm(r the stretcher to be carried through
narrow passages where stretchers of the ordi-
nary construction could not be used. The
streteher may also be used as u convenient
means of restraint for securing delirious or
insance persons and may also be smtabl) sup-
ported and employed as a cot.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
[ claim as new and desire Lo seeure by Let-
ters-Patent, is:

1. A streteher comprising a frame, a fab-
rie. botton, means to streteh said bottom in
said frame, binding flaps sceured to said bot-
tom adiac ent to the side e lges thereof, an
d(l,l‘%t able bo(l\' binding btmp supporting
straps adapted to be engaged with the
thi;:hs to sup]:-oru the body w Aien thestretcher
is I an inctined position, and adjustable
limb and splint binding bands whereby each
lower limb may be scp‘untoly bound to said
bottom and whereby splints may be bound to
cach limb, substantially as described.

2. A streteher conmprising a frame, a fabric
bottom, means to streteh said bottom in said
frame, bhinding flaps secured to said bottom
(Ld,o,(*ent to the side edges thereof, said flaps
having lacing 93 clets {LlOI]U‘ their free edges,
a 1.101ng stm,p adapted to secure the cdge.s of

aid flap together over the occupant of the
stletchel, ) 1)1110w secured to one end of the
stretcher bottom, a pocket formed in said
pillow, & body binding strap, suppmtlnv
straps adapted to be en(m(red with the tlughs
to bllpp()lt the body when the stretcher is in
an inelined position, and lower limb and
splint binding straps Wheleby each imb may
be separately bound to said bottom and
whereby splints may be bound to the limbs,
substantially as described.

3. A stretcher comprising a frame, a fabric
bottom having lacing evelets along its edges,
a lacing cord adapted to secure the edges of
the bottom to said fr: anie, binding ﬁaps se-

cured to said bottom ad]a(,cnt to its oppo-
site side edges, means to secure the free edges
of S&ld ﬂa,},s towethe‘l over the occupant of
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the stretcher, body-supporting and binding
straps, wide limb and splint binding bands
secured to said bottom whereby the limbs
may be separately bound down and whereby
splints may be bound to the linbs, and fas-
tening straps secured to the free ends of said
bands substantially as described.

4. A streteher comprising a frame, a fabric
bottom having lacing eyelets along its edges,
a lacing cord adapted to secure the edges of
the bottom to said frame, binding flaps se-
cured to the bottom adjac ent to its opposite
side edges, means to secure the free edges
of said ﬁ‘i,pb together over the occupant of
the stretcher; bod} -supporting and binding
straps, limb and splint binding bands where-
by the lower limbs may be separately bound

to sald bottom and whereby splints may be’

bound to the limbs, fastening straps on said
bands, and splint holding devices whereby
splints may be carried in the stretcher in
readiness for use, substantially as described.

5. A stretcher comprising a frame, a fabric
bottom having lacing eyelets along its e ges,
a lacing cord adapted fo secure the edges of
the bottom to said frame, binding flaps se-
cured to the bottom adja(,ent to its opposite
side edges, means to secure the free edges
of said ﬁsps together over the occupant of
the stretcher, body-supporting and binding
straps, limb and splint binding bands where-
by the lower limbs may be separately bound
to said bottom and whereby splints may be
bound to the limbs, fastening straps on said
bands, a splint-carrying pocket and fasten-

ing stmps secured to one of the stretcher

ﬁdps whereby splints may be carried in po-
sition for use, and a combined pillow and
pocket ar mnved at one end of the stretcher,
sald pocket h‘LVan' a closing flap, substan-
tially as described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subsecribing wit-
nesses.

FRED LELAND GODDARD.

Witnesses: _
Marsorie R. Crunas,
ErizaBETi GILLIGAN.
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