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The present invention pertains to a novel price 
tag molding designed primarily for use in grocery 
Stores but also useful in other stores where goods 
are displayed on shelves. The molding is gener 
ally of a channel cross section and receives price 
tags inserted therein. The molding itself is at 
tached to the forward edge of the shelf. 

Experience with this System shows that mis 
chievous persons frequently run their fingers 
along the strips and thereby move the tags out 
of proper position or accumulate them in a bunch. 
The general object of the present invention is to 
provide an arrangement that overcomes this dif 
ficulty. 

It has been proposed to cover the price tags 
With transparent protective strips or shields held 
in the same molding. One of the requirements is 
that the shield shall not be movable, for other 
Wise the prankster will still have access to the 
price tags. The relatively complicated construc 
tion for Securing the shields in place has made 
them unacceptable to the stores. 
The present invention involves the use of a 

transparent strip inserted over the price tags in 
the molding. The transparent strip covers the 
entire length of the molding so that it cannot be 
displaced to expose the tags. If necessary, sev 
eral lengths in end abutting relation are pro 
Wided. A particular object of the invention is to 
provide a molding that permits insertion of the 
long transparent strips in an easy manner. 

In the accomplishment of these objects, the 
molding includes an elongated strip and a wall at 
each longitudinal edge to form a channel. The 
inner surface of each Wall is formed with a pair 
of longitudinal grooves, one to receive the price 
tags and the other to receive the transparent 
protective strip. The latter, in being inserted 
and pulled Out, Will become torn at the edges un 
less there is provided a special construction to 
avoid this damage. Accordingly, the invention 
provides a rounded edge or Surface at the part of 
the channel engaged by the edges of the trans 
parent Strip in being inserted and Withdrawn. 

Aliother object of the invention is to provide a 
Construction that permits insertion of the trans 
parent strip by an easy manual Operation. At 
one end, the strip is inserted in the correspond 
ing groove. The thumb and forefinger of one 
hand are then run along the edges of the strip 
With slight pressure, and the edges of the strip 
are thereby automatically inserted in the grooves. 
The Side walls of the channel in this area are of 
a form to prevent the fingers and also the edges 
of the transparent strip from slipping outward or 
Over the channel. Also, the structure in the Wi 
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cinity of the grooves is such that the edges of the 
transparent strip will not slip into the grooves 
intended for the price tags. 
The invention is fully disclosed by way of ex 

ample in the following description and in the ac 
Companying drawings in which: 

Figure i is a perspective view of the device; 
Figure 2 is a cross section of the device sup 

plied to a shelf; 
O Figure 3 is a perspective view illustrating the 
manner of inserting one end of the protective 
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Strip, and 
Figure 4 is a perspective view showing the man 

ner of inserting the remainder of the strip. 
Reference to these views will now be made by 

use of like characters which are employed to 
designate corresponding parts throughout. 
The molding for receiving the price tags in 

cludes an elongated base strip and a Wall 2 at 
each of the longitudinal edges, thereby forming 
a channel. The channel, modified by the various 
shapes described hereinafter, is preferably 
formed by the extrusion process from a suitable 
metal Such as aluminum. The strip f is placed 
against the forward vertical edge of the shelf 3, 
with the side walls 2 extending forward or out 
Ward. The upper wall 2 is extended rearwardly 
at 4 to rest upon the shelf for a purpose that will 
presently be described. 
The inner Surface of each of the Walls 2 is 

formed with an inner longitudinal groove 5 and 
an Outer longitudinal groove 6. The outer sur 
face of each Wall 2 is convex as indicated by the 
numeral, and in the case of the upper wall, this 
Surface extends to the free end of the extension is. 
When the extension 4 rests upon the shelf for 
properly locating the channel, the upper convex 
Surface 7 permits easy cleaning of the corner. 

It Will be seen that the convex Surface in 
each case extends to the nearer wall of the nearer 
or Outer groove 6. Moreover, the edge formed by 
this Wall and the corresponding surface is 
rounded at 8 for a purpose that Will presently be 
described. A Substantial bead or thickness of 
metal 9 is maintained between each Surface and 
the adjacent groove 6 for another purpose that 
Will presently appear. The grooves 6 are of Sub 
stantial depth, and the wall lying between 
each groove 6 and the adjacent groove 5 forms a 
rather sharp edge . 
In the use of the device, the price tags 2 are 

in Serted in the grooves 5 in the usual manner. 
In order to prevent access to the price tags so 
that they will not be willfully displaced, an elon 
gated protective transparent strip 3 is inserted 
in the grooves 6. The Strip may be as long as the 
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shelf itself between partitions, or if this is un 
wieldy, a length of two or three feet may be 
used. In either case the entire length of mold 
ing is covered by alined lengths of strips in end 
to end relation and in mutual abutment leaving 
no conspicuous open jointS. 
In applying a transparent strip, one end is 

bent or pinched transversely, for example, by the 
thumb and forefinger of the left hand, for inser 
tion in the opposed grooves 6. At this time the 
remainder of the strip has not yet been inserted 
in the grooves. The thumb and forefinger of the 
right hand, as shown in Figure 4, are then run 
along the edges of the strip 3 with slight pres 
sure which is sufficient to enter the edges of the 
strip 3 into the grooves 6 as the hand moves 
along. In this movement, the thumb and fore 
finger are guided by the walls 2. The described 
substantial thickness 9 at the nose or bead of 
each Wall is such that the thumb and forefinger 
will not slip over the walls but will hold and guide 
them so that a swift and easy movement of the 
right hand is feasible. 
The rounded edges 8 cause the edges of the 

strip 3 to ride easily into the grooves 6. In addi 
tion, if the edges 8 were sharp, the edges of the 
strip 3 would become nicked and torn While be 
ing inserted or withdrawn from the grooves . 
This is especially true of the plastic material 
which is economical and desirable for the strips 
3. 
By the same token, a rounded edge between 

adjacent grooves and 5 would occasionally cause 
the edges of the strip 3 to pass into th& gi'OOWes 
is unless inserted with great care. However, a 
fast and simple inserting movement is desired 
and it is therefore important to avoid such slip 
page. Consequently the Walls 3 between adja 
cent grooves are formed With sharp exposed edges 
E which do not facilitate such slippage. The 
price tags 2, being flexed along the entire length 
on insertion, are not dragged across the edges 

and consequently are not injured by thern. 
The grooves 6 are of substantial depth so that 

the strip 3 is not easily removed except by the 
proper method. This consists in inserting a, pen 
cil or the finger under one end of the strip and 
then pulling outward. However, unauthorized 
access to the ends is not readily suggested to mis 
chief nakers since the ends of adjacent strips are 
in abutting relation to each other as previously 
Set forth. 
Although a specific embodiment of the inven 

tion has been illustrated and described, it will be 
understood that various alterations in the de 
tails Cf construction may be made Without de 
parting from the scope of the invention as indi 
cated by the appended claims, 
What we claim is: 
1. A price tag molding comprising an elongated 

strip having a back wall and an edge wall extend 
ing longitudinally and laterally of each of the 
upper and lower edges of said back wall to pro 
vide upper and lower channel walls, each of said 
edge walls having longitudinal inner and Outer 
grooves in the inner Surface thereof to receive 
price and cover strips, respectively, of substan 
tially the same width, the outer surface of each 
edge wall being convex and extending to the 
outer side of the corresponding outer groove, said 
Outer Surface continuing and merging convexly 
into the outer side of said corresponding groove, 
the wall portion of each strip between said inner 
and outer groCves having a sharp exposed longi 
tudinal edge, said sharp-edged wall portion being 75 2,362,273 
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4. 
in proximity to and directly behind the corre 
sponding convex edge wall, said convex Surfaces 
facilitating the insertion of a flexible cover strip 
into said outer grooves and said sharp edges pre 
venting. Such a strip from slipping into the inner 
grooves. 

2. A price tag molding comprising an elongated 
strip having a back wall and an edge wall extend 
ing longitudinally and laterally of each of the 
upper and lower edges of said back Wall to pro 
vide upper and lower channel walls, each of said 
edge Walls having longitudinal inner and Outer 
grooves in the inner surface thereof to receive 
price and cover strips, respectively, of substan 
tially the same width, the outer surface of each 
edge Wall being convex and extending to the Outer 
side of the correspgilding outer groove, said outer 
Surface continuing and merging convexly into the 
outer side of said corresponding groove, the wall 
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portion of each strip between said inner and outer 
grooves having a sharp exposed longitudinal edge, 
Said sharp-edged Wall portion being in proximity 
to and directly behind the corresponding convex 
edge wall, said convex surfaces facilitating the 
insertion of a flexible cover strip into said outer 
grooves and said sharp edges preventing such a 
strip from slipping into the inner grooves, said 
convex surfaces extending beyond the adjacent 
sharp edges in the direction to Ward the longi 
tudinal center of said longitudinal strip, whereby 
to Conceal said edges at eye level. 

3. A price tag molding comprising an elongated 
strip having a back wall and an edge wall extend 
ing longitudinally and laterally of each of the 
upper and lower edges of said back Wall to pro 
Wide upper and lower channel walls, each of said 
edge walls having longitudinal inner and outer 
grooves in the inner surface thereof to receive 

- price and cover strips, respectively, of Substan 
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tially the same width, the outer surface of each 
edge wall being convex and extending to the outer 
side of the corresponding outer groove, said outer 
Surface continuing and merging convexiy into the 
Outer side of Said corresponding groove, the Wall 
portion of each strip between said inner and outer 
grooves having a sharp exposed longitudinal edge, 
said sharp-edged Wall portion being in proximity 
to and directly behind the corresponding convex 
edge Wall, said convex Suifaces facilitating the in 
Sertion of a flexible cover strip into said outer 
grooves and said Sharp edges preventing Such a 
Strip from slipping into the inner grooves, and 
a longitudinal eXtension on one of Said edge 
walls and lying externally of the channel formed 
by said back wall and edge walls, for mounting 
the in olding on a horizontal surface. 
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