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The invention relates generally to rubbing de-
vices and more particularly to a holder for sheet-
like rubbing material.

The general object of the invention is to pro-

vide a novel device for holding sheet-like rubbing

material such as sheep skin, fabric, sand paper,
or-other material for rubbing or polishing a sur-
face, the device being convenient to use and hav-
ing a simple construction by which the sheet-like
material is firmly held in a taut condition and
may be readily replaced.

More specifically, the object is to provide a
holder comprising a block provided with a resili-
ent member which holds the sheet-like material
in place and has a surface against' which the
sheet-like material lies, the resilient member co-
acting with the block in such a manner that the
sheet-like material cannot accidentally loosen.

Other objects and advantages will become ap-
parent from the following description taken in
connection with the accompanying drawing, in
which:

Pigure 1 is a perspective view of a device em-~
bodying the featurés of the invention.

Fig. 2 is an end view of the parts of tha device
showing them separated but ready for attach-
ment to each other.. v

A device embodying the features of the present

"invention constitutes a holder for sheet-like rub-

bing material such as sheep skin, sand paper,
fabrie, or the like. Briefly, it is constructed to
brovide a backing for the rubbing material, the
backing being slightly resilient in character but
nevertheless sufficiently firm to permit the rub-
bing material to be applied with considerable
pressure to the surface to be rubbed. The rub-

bing material is held taut against the backing,

and is readily removable so that a new piece of
material may be placed in the holder. To these
ends, the device comprises broadly a block pro~
vided with a backing which removably clamps
the rubbing material in place.

As shown in the drawing, the device comprises
a block 10 preferably made of wood in an elon-
gated, substantially rectangular form. The block
comprises an upper portion f1 and a lower por-
tion 12, the latter preferably being of less width
than the upper portion. In the respective side
edges of the lower portion {2 are a pair of lon-
gitudinally extending parallel grooves 3.

Cooperating with the block 10 is a shoe, indi-
cated generally at 14, providing a relatively stiff
backing for a sheet of rubbing material 15, here-
in shown as sheep skin with the fleece left on.
The shoe also coaets with the block and the rub-
bing material in such a manner as to clamp the
latter firmly in place and hold it taut. - The shoe
is preferably made of sheet metal having some
resilience and is bowed from side to side to ex-
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tend under the block in spaced relation to the
bottom face thereof.

To attach the shoe to the block, the side edges
of the shoe are bent first upwardly as at 16 and
then inwardly as at 17 to enter the grooves {3
inthe block. The rubbing material {5 is wrapped
around the inwardly turned portions T of the
shoe and is thereby clamped within the grooves,
the grooves being so dimensioned as to provide
space therefor. Thus, the rubbing material is
held taut against the bottom face of the shoe.
To insure proper clamping of the rubbing mate-
rial and to hold the shoe and block tightly to-
gether, the inwardly turned portions 1 of the
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shoe are spaced apart a distance somewhat less 15

than the width of the lower portion 12 of the
block. It is then necessary to spread the shoe
slightly when it is pressed onto the block by a
relative vertical movement, and to effect such

spreading the lower corners of the lower portion 20

12 of the block are rounded as at 18 to provide
cam surfaces for forcing the inwardly turned
portions of the shoe apart. It will be noted that
such attaching movement of the shoe and block

also tends to draw the edges of the rubbing ma- )

terial inwardly and thus tighten it around the
shoe.

In the preferred construction of the device, the
grooves 13 are so shaped that the shoe cannot
readily be removed therefrom by a movement op-
posite to the attaching movement. To this end,
the lower surfaces are perpendicular to such
direction of movement to avoid any camming ac-
tion on the inwardly turned portions 11 of the
shoe. However, removal of the shoe from the
block may be easily accomplished merely by mov-
ing the shoe endwise of the block, the grooves
being open at the ends of the block for this
purpose.
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Because of the bowed shape of the shoe, heavy 40

downward pressure on the block during use would

tend to fiatten the bow and thereby tend to spread -

the inwardly turned portions {7 of the shoe apart.
To compensate for this, so that the rubbing ma-
terial will not become loosened thereby, the up-
wardly extending portions {6 of the shoe are
slanted inwardly, as will be noted in Fig. 2. Thus,

-when the block is pressed downwardly, it bears

on the portions 17 of the shoe, because of the
greater width of the upper portion of the block,
and the portions 16 tend to bend inwardly there-

by compensating for the flattening of the bow
"in the shoe.

The device is constructed so that it may be
conveniently grasped in the hand, and for this
purpose, the upper corners of the block are round-
ed off, as at 19 to form substantially a continua-
tion of the curve of the adjacent portion of the
rubbing material. The device may thus be com-
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fortably held in the hand while rubbing a surface ©
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and exerting pressure on the device. The device
may also be provided with a hole 20 in its top
surface for the insertion of a handle, if it is de-

- sired to use it as a floor brush or mop.
In use, the device is convenient to handle and'

holds the rubbing material in a taut condition
so that it may be effectively applied to the surface

" to be rubbéd. The device is especially adapted
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to hold a piece of sheep skin for polishing wood
surfaces or the like and for applying wax thereto,
but it is equally adaptable to hold other polishing

" or abrasive material such as sand paper, fabric
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or the like. The shoe 4 holds the material firmly

in place by securely clamping the edges thereof -

in the grooves I3 and prevents any ‘loosening of
the rubbing material by compensating for the
bending of the bowed portion of the shoe. -
The rubbing material, when worn out or when
it is desired to use other material, may also be

readily removed merely by sliding the shoe end- -

wise of the block.. To attach a new plece of rub-
bing material, it is-placed against the bottom face
of the shoe and its side edges are wrapped around

. the inwardly turned portions |71 of the shoe as
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shown in Fig. 2. The shoe and block are then
forced together, the cam surfaces 18 spreading the
shoe sufficiently to permit its side edges to snap
into the grooves 13, such movement also tending
to draw the rubbing material taut.

I claim as my invention:

1. A device of the character described compris-
ing, in combination, an elongated block having
a pair of longitudinally extending grooves in the
respective side edges thereof, a shoe made of re-
silient material and positioned adjacent and in
spaced relation to the lower face of said block
and having its side edges bent upwardly and then
inwardly to enter the respective grooves, and
sheet-like rubbing material held against the bot-
tom face of said shoe with its side edges wrapped

around the side edges of the shoe and thereby

clamped in said grooves, the lower portions of
the side edges of the block being rounded to pro-
vide cam surfaces for spreading said shoe when
the latter is pressed onto the block to permit the
side edges thereof to enter the groove, the lower
surfaces -of said grooves being perpendicular to
the direction of the attaching movement of the
shoe to hold the shoe and rubbing material firmly
in place.

2. A holder for sheet-like rubbing material
comprising, in combination, a substantially rec-
tangular block having a pair of parallel grooves
in the respective side edges thereof, and a shoe
made of sheet metal and extending under said
block to provide a backing for the rubbing mate-
rial, said shoe having a downwardly bowed form
with its side edges bent upwardly and inwardly
to enter said grooves, said grooves being larger
than the inwardly bent edges of said shoe to per-
mit the edges of the rubbing material to be
wrapped around said cdges of the shoe and there-
by securely clamped within the grooves, the lower
portions of the side edges of the block being
rounded to spread tne shoe as it is pressed onto
the block, the ends of said grooves being open to
permit the shoe to be withdrawn endwise of the

- block for removing the rubbing material.
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3. A holder for sheet-like rubbing material
comprising, -in- combination, an elongated sub-
stantially rectangular block having a pair of par-

allel grooves in the respective side edges thereof,

and a shoe bowed to extend under the block from
one side to the other with the side edges of the
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shoe extending inwardly to enter the respective
grooves, said shoe being adapted to provide a
backing for the sheet-like rubbing material, the

.side edges of said shoe serving to clamp the side

edges of the rubbing material within the grooves,

(L)

the side edges of the block below said grooves be- °

ing rounded to spread said shoe as it is pressed
onto the block, said grooves being shaped to resist
removal of the shoe in a direction opposite to
movement for pressing the shoe onto the block
but being open-at their ends to permit the shoe
to be withdrawn endwise.

4. A device of the character described com-

prising, in combination, a substantially rectan-
gular block "having a lower portion of reduced
width, the respectlve side edges of said lower por-
tion having a pair of longitudinally extending
grooves therein, a shoe extending under said
block with its side edges extending inwardly to
enter said grooves, and a piece of sheet-like rub-
bing material having its side edges wrapped
around the side edges of said shoe to clamp them
within the grooves and thereby hold the rubbing
material taut against the lower face of said shoe,

the upper portion of said block extending side- u:

wardly beyond said lower portion sufficiently to
overlie the side edges of said shoe and having its
upper corners rounded to form substantially a
continuation of the curve of the adjacent portion
of the rubbing material.

5. A holder for sheet-like rubbing material
comprising, in combination, a substantially rec-
tangular block having a pair of longitudinally ex-
tending grooves in the respective side edges

thereof, and a shoe to provide a detachable back- :

ing for the rubbing material comprising a bowed
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sheet of metal having its side edges turned up- .

wardly and then inwardly to enter said grooves
to clamp the edges of the rubbing material there-
in, the upwardly extending portions of said shoe
having & slight inward slant whereby, when the
block is pressed downwardly thereon in the act
of rubbing, said upwardly extending portions will -
tend to bend inwardly to compensate for the
spreading of the bowed portion of the shoe,.

6. A holder for sheet-like rubbing material
comprising, in combination, an elongated block
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having a pair of oppositely opening grooves in -

sides, and a shoe extending under the block with

the edges of the shoe bent to extend into the re- 5

spective grooves, said shoe being adapted to pro-
vide a backing for the sheet-like rubbing mate-
rial and serving to clamp the rubbing material

within the grooves with the rubbing material

wrapped over, the edges of the shoe, said grooves
having their lower surfaces parallel to the lower

face of the block to resist movement of the shoe

perpendicularly away from the block by prevent-
ing camming of the edges of the shoe outwardly.

7. A holder for sheet-like rubbing material
comprising, in combination, an elongated block
having a pair of oppositely opening grooves in
the sides, and a shoe made of resilient material
and extending under the block with the edges of '
the shoe bent to extend into the respective

grooves and adapted to have the rubbing mate-

rial wrapped over said edges, - sald shoe being
adapted to provide a backing for the sheet-like
rubbing material and serving to clamp the rub-
bing material within the grooves, the edges of
shoe being shaped to be forced toward each other
and- into the grooves under downward pressure
on the block
RALPH H. KINGDON.
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