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This invention relates to a clasp adapted to Support a 
rug sample or the like for inspection and visual observa 
tion. 
One way of displaying rectangular pieces of rug Sam 

ples is to place them on a rack and secure each of the 
rug samples individually by small clasps fitted into slotted 
channels in the rack. The result is a cascade array, and 
to observe any one of the interior rug samples, it is nec 
essary to rotate the rug samples thereabove, and hence 
the clasp holding the rug sample should facilitate such 
rotational movement of the rug samples. Accordingly, an 
object of the present invention is to facilitate display of 
rug samples or the like by so constructing a clasp as to 
have a portion which is adapted to be secured to a display 
rack, and which pivotally mounts the clamping portion 
of the clasp for rotational movement to facilitate display 
ing of rug samples. A related object of the present in 
vention is to afford a pivotal portion on a clasp which 
facilitates the securing of the clasp to a supporting chan 
nel, and which enables a more compact display of rug 
samples or the like to be realized. 

Specifically, an object of the present invention is to 
construct a clasp having a cross head portion adapted 
to be inserted into a slotted opening and having a clamp 
ing portion hinged to said crosshead portion of said clasp 
so that said clamping portion is free to rotate about the 
crosshead portion. According to a more specific object 
of the invention, the crosshead portion is formed from 
a wire member having the ends curled into receiving 
hooks for encircling a bail on said clamping portion, 
thereby permitting said bail and clamping portion to ro 
tate about said crosshead. 

Other and further objects of the present invention will 
be apparent from the following description and claim 
and are illustrated in the accompanying drawing which, 
by way of illustration, show a preferred embodiment of 
the present invention and the principles thereof and what 
is now considered to be the best mode contemplated for 
applying these principles. Other embodiments of the 
invention embodying the same or equivalent principles 
may be used and structural changes may be made as de 
sired by those skilled in the art without departing from 
the present invention and the purview of the appended 
claim. 

In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a rug display rack of 

the type capable of employing the clasp; 
FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the display rack without 

the rugs thereon; 
FIG. 3 is an enlarged view of a channel with a clasp 

attached thereto; 
FIG. 4 is an enlarged view showing the clasp holding 

a rug sample; 
FIG. 5 is a sectional view showing the clasp operatively 

holding a rug sample while secured in a channel; 
FIG. 6 is a view showing the clasp in its open position; 

and 
FIG. 7 is a sectional view taken along the lines 7-7 

of FIG. 3, showing the slot in the channel. 
Referring now to the drawings, and more particularly 

to FIG. 1, there is disclosed a typical rug sample display 
rack of the so-called "waterfall” type having a main 
curved body portion supported by a pair of rear legs 13, 
and spaced front legs 14. Disposed on a top surface 15 
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of the main body portion 12 are four separate channel 
members 16, which can be suitably secured by fasteners 
13 or the like to the main body portion 2. Each of 
the channels 6 is provided with a plurality of longitudi 
nally extending slots 28 which are aligned in transverse 
OWS. 
A small clasp 25 is clamped to each of the rug samples 

at four spaced locations, which correspond to the spacing 
between the four channels 16, so that when the crosshead 
26 of a T-shaped connector 27 associated with a clasp 25, 
FIG. 4, is inserted into one of the longitudinally extending 
slots 26 and rotated through 90 to the position shown 
in FIG. 3, the crosshead 26 secures the clasp 25 to its 
respective channel 6. 
The present invention is directed to the clasp 25 which 

includes a T-shaped connector 27 pivotally mounted or 
hinged relative to a clamping portion 23, the clasp 25 
of such hinged construction having particular efficacy in 
the display of rug samples or the like. It is to be under 
stood that the clasp 25 is not limited to use with a par 
ticular waterfall type of display rack, but is capable of 
use with such types of racks which have slots directly in 
the upper surface 15 rather than being provided with 
separate channels, and is capable of use with slotted 
channels mounted directly on a wall so as to provide a 
hanging display for a rug sample to form a so-called 
'coor wall.' 
The T-shaped connector 27 on the clasp 25 is formed 

preferably from a one-piece wire member having the end 
portions bent to afford an eye 30, FIG. 4, which encircles 
a wire bail 32 on the clamping portion 28. The wire 
member affording the connector 27 is formed to include 
a shank portion 35 extending upwardly from the hook por 
tion 30 to the crosshead portion 26. As best seen in 
FIG. 5, the shank 35 is adapted to rest on the lower edge 
36 of the slot 20, and to be inclined at an angle relative to 
the bail 32 and clamping portion 23 of the clasp 25. 
As should be most apparent from FIG. 5, a rug sample 

can be grasped and pivoted about the hook or eye por 
tion 30, thereby facilitating the inspection of rug samples 
and the pivoting thereof. Additionally, there is a limited 
amount of sidewise or transverse movement possible be 
tween the connector 27 and the portion 28, thereby facili 
tating the insertion of the crosshead 26 into a slot 29. 
Additionally, it has been found that the provision of the 
hinged connector portion 27 over a one-piece non-hinge 
crosshead portion enables the rug display to be a more 
compact one since the rug sample will not hang down 
wardly as far with the crosshead portion extending at the 
angle shown in FIG. 5, rather than at an angle more 
nearly approaching the vertical as in a unitary, one-piece, 
clasp. 
The clamping portion 28 of the clasp 25 is adapted to 

clamp the rug sample between a pair of jaws including 
a non-movable jaw 40, FIG. 6, and a movable jaw 4, 
each of which jaws has inwardly directed tooth-clamping 
members 42 at the lower ends thereof. The non-movable 
clamping jaw 40 has at an upper portion a pair of spaced 
ear portions 43 with aligned apertures 44 for receiving 
tangs 45 of a manually operable member 46, which, when 
pivoted from the position shown in FIG. 6 to that shown 
in FIG. 5, rotates a right angle camming portion 48 to 
cam the movable clamping jaw 41 into clamping engage 
ment with the rug sample. The bail 32 is secured to the 
clamping jaw 48 and 41 by inwardly directed shoulders 
50, FIG. 4, seated under a forwardly directed flange 58 on 
the fixed clamping jaw 49. Thus, the bail 32 is secured 
to the camping jaws 40 and 41 and in turn the crosshead 
27 is hinged to the bail 32 to form the clasp 25. 

In view of the foregoing, it will be seen that the clasp 
25 facilitates the display of samples by means of a unique 



8, 195,733 
3. 

pivotal T-shaped connector 27, which is hinged to a clamp 
ing portion 28. Thus, the clamping portion 28 and the 
rug sample attached thereto, can be efficaciously attached 
to a slotted display stand and rotated about the connector 
27 to facilitate displaying of rug samples or the like. 

Hence, while preferred embodiments of the invention 
have been described and illustrated, it is to be understood 
that they are capable of variation and modification, and 
I therefore do not wish to be limited to the precise de 
tails set forth, but desire to avail myself of such changes 

claim. 
... I claim: 

In a rug display device, a rug display stand having 
a main body portion with a support surface extending 
obliquely upward and adapted to display a series of rug 
samples or the like thereon; a plurality of slotted chan 
nel members secured to said main body portion of said 
display stand, each of said channel members having a 
plurality of longitudinally extending slots, said slots on 
said individual channel members being aligned in trans 
verse rows, and a plurality of clasps for attaching said 
rug samples to said stand, each of said clasps having a 
rigid, T-shaped connector of one piece wire form includ 
ing a shank, an eye at one end of the shank and a cross 
head at the other end of the shank, said crosshead being 
insertable in a slot of said channel member and turned 
in a transverse direction to be retained therein, said clasp 
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4. 
including a pair of releasable clamping jaws adapted to 
clamp the rug sample, said clamping jaws being hinged 
to said connector, said clasps being attachable to the same 
rug sample being in the same transverse row of slots to 
hold said rugs in cascade fashion on said main body por 
tion, said shank being extendible through one of said slots 
to position said eye adjacent the bottom of said slot but 
free of said slot to extend outward thereof in close prox 
imity to a support surface of said body portion, and a bail 
member pivotally mounted in said eye and connected to 
said clamping jaws for pivotal movement of said clamping 
jaws and said rug sample about said eye adjacent the 
bottom of said slot. 
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