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This invention comprises novel and useful im 
provements in an ash tray adapter and more 
Specifically pertains to an attachment which may 
be releasably secured upon the side walls of a con 
tainer for adapting the Same for use as an ash 
tray. 
The primary object of this invention is to 

provide an attachment or adapter which may be 
easily applied to the upper edge of the side wall 
of any suitable container and when so applied 
will function to support a burning cigar or 
cigarette in such a position as to enable the con 
tainer to receive the ashes of the Same. 
A further object of this invention is to provide 

an attachment or adapter in conformity with the 
preceding object, which shall be of a very sim 
ple, inexpensive and light weight construction, 
and ideally adapted for ready fabrication by mass 
production methods from sheet metal or other 
similar materials for dispensing at a very 
economical cost. 
A still further object of the invention is to 

provide an adapter or attachment which shall 
have a resilient clamping action upon the side 
walls of a container, and yet may be readily ap 
plied to or released therefrom. 
Yet another important object of the invention 

is to provide an ash tray adapter and attachment 
as set forth in the foregoing objects which is 
especially adapted for fabrication as a unitary 
article from a single or integral sheet of material. . . 
A still further important object of the inven 

tion is to provide an adapter in conformity with 
the above mentioned objects and which shall 
have a clamping means releasably engageable 
upon the side walls of a container for Securely 3 
supporting the attachment therefrom, and Which 
shall include a clamping leg which is integral 
with the tray portion of the adapter together 
with a pivoted leg which is resiliently pivoted to 
the attachment. 
These, together with various ancillary features 

and objects of the invention, which will later be 
come apparent as the following description 
proceeds, are attained by the present invention, 
preferred embodiments of which have been il-4 
lustrated, by way of example only, in the ac 
companying drawings, wherein: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing a first 
embodiment incorporating the principles of the 
invention therein; 

Figure 2 is a vertical transverse sectional view 
taken substantially upon the plane indicated by 
the section line 2-2 of Figure 1, both Figures 1 
and 2 showing the device applied to the rim of 
a can or the like; 5 5 
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Figure 3 is a vertical transverse Sectional view 
taken. Substantially upon the plane indicated 
by the section line 3-3 of Figure 2; and 

Figure 4 is a perspective view of a second em 
bodiment of the invention. 

Referring now more specifically to the accom 
panying drawings, wherein like numerals desig 
nate Similar parts throughout the various views, 
attention is first made to the embodiment ill 
lustrated in Figures 1-3 of the drawings. In this 
form of the invention there is disclosed an at 
tachment or adapter indicated generally by the 
numeral and which is shown mounted upon 
the upper portion of the side wall 2 of a con 
tainer 4 of any desired type. This container 
can be any discarded can or the like, which may 
be available, since the primary purpose of this 
invention is to provide a device readily attachable 
to Such a can for converting the same into use 
as an ash tray. 
In the form of the invention disclosed in 

Figures 1-3, the attachment or adapter to in 
cludes a horizontally disposed flat strip of ma 
terial 6, which at what may be termed its outer 
portion is provided with upwardly curved side 
walls 8, defining a U-shaped trough therebe 
tween as clearly shown in Figure 3. This trough 
is, of course, preferably open at both of its ends, 
in order that a cigarette, cigar or the like may 
be readily disposed therein, easily removed there 
from and securely supported against displace 
ment When placed upon the device. 
At its inner extremity, the flat portion f6 is 

provided with a perpendicular, depending leg 20, 
which preferably has an inturned flange 22 at 
its lower extremity. Obviously, this fiange could 
be at any desired point along the length of the 
depending leg 20, and the flange serves as an 
abutment surface engaging the inner Surface 
of the side wall 2 of the container 4, as readily 
disclosed in Figures 1 and 2. 
Intermediate the depending leg 20 and the 

curved side walls 8 of the tray, the flat portion 
6 is provided With laterally extending members 

24, see particularly Figure 3, which at their outer 
ends are provided with depending ears 26 dis 
posed in parallel relation with respect to each 
other. 

In addition to the relatively fixed leg 20, the 
device disclosed in Figures 1-3 includes a movable 
leg, the Sarne including a depending member 28, 
which at its lower extremity is provided with a 
forwardly turned flange 30, similar to the flange 
22, and adapted to grip or engage the outside 
surface of the side Wall 12 of the container (4. 
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Similarly, the leg 28 could be provided with this 
flange 30 at any point intermediate its ends. 
At its upper extremity, the leg 28 is provided 

with a horizontally extending, integral member 
32, which is U-shaped in cross-section as shown 
in Figure 3, being provided with upwardly ex 
tending side walls 34, which adjacent the de 
pending portion 28 are provided with upwardly 
extending ears 38, received within the ears 26. 
A pivot pin 4 extends through the nested ears 

26 and 34, and pivotally connects the tray and 
fixed jaw to the movable jaw and to the handle 
extending therefrom, this handle consisting of 
the members 32 and 34. A resilient means is 
provided for resiliently urging the jaws or legs 
23 and 20 towards each other for resiliently 
gripping and clamping the side wall 2 of the 
container 4 therebetween in order that the de 
vice may be resiliently yet releasably mounted 
and Supported tip on the upper portion of the side : 
wall of the container. This resilient means pref 
erably includes a wire spring consisting of a heli 
cal coil. 42 which embraces the pivot pin &Q be 
tween the nested ears, this spring having arms 
44 and 4S With transverse terminals 48 and 50, 
respectively engaging the kinder Strface of the 
tray and the top. Surface of the horizontal mena 
ber 32. This spring evenly urges the jaws or 
legs into their closed position as shown in Fig 
Ure 2. 
In the operation of this form of the invention, 

it will be seen that the tray and the handle por 
tion 32 enable the spring to be compressed where 
by the champing jaws or legs may be open and 
the device may be installed or removed from the 
tipper portion of the rim of a can or the like. 
While the preceding embodiment may in many 

instances be considered to be Ore Serviceable, 
more dependable in its clamping action and more 
satisfactory for application to different sizes, and 
types of containers, a Finuch simpler and less ex 
peasive construction is disclosed in Figure 4, the 
Same consisting of a single integral. Sheet metal 
blank, coimprising angularly disposed portions, re 
Spectively forming a tray indicated generally at 
54 and a clamp generally indicated at 56. As 
shown, the blank from Which this embodiment is 
fabricated is bent, at Substantially its mid-portion 
at, right angles so that the clamping portion 56 
Will depend from a horizontally disposed tray 
portion 54. 
with parallel, upwardly curwing side; walls, 58 
which are similar to the Walls 8 of the previous 
embodiment, and which in cross section, are sub 
stantially semi-circular to provide a cylindrical 
trough or tray of a proper size, for retaining a 
eigarette, or the like. 
The clainping, portion it is preferably formed 

by vertically sliding the depending flat, sheet 
metal member 60 by a pair of parallel slots 62 
from the lower edge thereof, thus providing a 
pair of parallel outer legs 64, and an interme 
diate leg 66. 

It is preferred to have the outer legs 64 sub 
stantially straight, and these legs at their lower 
ends, or any convenient portion intermediate 
their ends, are provided. With inturned fanges: 68 
similar in utility to flanges 22 previously de 
Scribed. 

HOWever, the intermediate leg 66 is preferably 
bowed outwardly from the straight legs. 64, and 
has its lower extrenity or any other suitable 
potation, thereof provided with an outturned 
fange 0. 
As will be readily apparent, at least the de 

pending member 60 of this embodiment is of a 

The tray portion itself is provided 

O 
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resilient nature, and the legs 64 and 66 are given 
a permanent bias or set with respect to each 
Other so that the bowed or convex portion of 
the leg SS may be pressed into alignment with 
the outer Surface of the legs 64, thereby moving 
the fange T to the inner side of the legs 64 and 
in spaced relation to the flanges 68 so that the 
side wall of a container may be inserted between 
the legs by lowering the device thereon in a 
ilanner which will be readily understood. When 
released, the normal bias of the legs will cause 
the flange 2 to engage the outside surface and 
the flage 68 the inside surface of the side wall 
of a container to frictionally and resiliently but 
detachably hold the device in proper and firm 
position upon the upper portion of the rim or 
upper edge of the side wall. 

Et is a very prime advantage of this invention 
to provide a readily removable attachment which 
Faay be easily applied to or removed from any 
disearded container of the like for temporarily 
adapting the same to funetion as an ash tray. 
From the foregoing, the construction and op 

eration of the device together with its many ad 
Vantages will be readily understood and further 
explanation is believed to be unnecessary. How 
ever, since htnereus modifications and changes 
Will readily occur to those skilled in the art after 
a consideration of the foregoing specification 
and accompanying drawings, it is not desired to 
Jirait the invention to the exact construction 
shown and described, but all suitable modifica 
tioras and equivalents may be resorted to, failing 
Within the Scope of the appended claims. 

Having described the invertion what is 
claialed as new is: 

1. An ash tray adapter comprising a substan 
tially horizontal cigarette receiving tray, a de 
pending camping means at one end of said tray 
adapted to engage the upper portion of the op 
28Site sides of the side wall of a container, said 
clarlping Eleans comprising an integral depend 
ing leg engageable with the inner surface of said 
container side Wall and a depending leg pivoted 
On the tray and engageable with the outer sur 
face of Said container side wall, a handle integral 
with said pivoted leg, and a Spring engaging said 
tray and handle biasing said legs toward each 
other, said integral leg having a flange inturned 
toward said tray adapted to engage said con 
tainer side wall inner surface. 

2. An aShl tray adapter comprising a cigarette 
receiving trough having a leg depending inte 
grally from one end thereof, ears depending from 
the sides of Said trotlgh adjacent said one end 
thereof, a lever disposed below and substantially 
parallel to Said tray, ears rising from the sides 
of Said lever adjacent cine, end thereof and being 
in juxtaposition with said trough ears, a pivot 
pin extending through said juxtaposed ears and 
Securing said lever and said trough to one an 
Cyther, a leg integrally depending fro: said one 
end of Said lever, and resilient means on said 
giVOt; pin adapted to engage the trough and lever 
to Urge Said lever leg toward said trough leg for 
clairping the adapter to an ash tray. 

3. An ash tray adapter comprising an elon 
gated cigarette receiving tray having a leg de 
pending integrally from one end thereof, a lever 
disposed below and Substantially parallel to said 
tray, a leg depending from one end of said lever 
in Substantially parallel, adjacent relation to 
Said tray leg, lugs in pairs on said tray and said 
lever at the ends from which their legs depend, 
the lugs of Said lever nesting within the lugs of 



2,647,523 
5 

the tray and being pivotally secured to the latter 
lug, and resilient means interposed between said 
tray and Said lever adapted to urge the tray and 
lever away from one another thereby urging said 
legs toward one another. 

FERDINAND A. WOLLENDER, JR. 

References Cited in the file of this patent 
UNITED STATES PATENTS 

Number Name Date 
D. 56,963 Fields ------------ Jan, 25, 1921 

6 
Number Name Date 

46,692 Morse et al. -------- Mar. 7, 1865 
1802,332 Burns ------- - - - - - Apr. 28, 1931 
2,047,786 Kuntz ------------ July 14, 1936 

5 2,272,084 Clapp -------------- Feb. 3, 1942 
2,400,488 Cochran ---------- May 21, 1946 

FOREIGN PATENTS 
Number Country Date 

10 2,614 Great Britain -------------- 1898 
402,682 Great Britain ------ Dec. 7, 1933 


