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(57) Abstract: [Problem] To provide a photoacoustic image
generating device with which the location of a puncture
needle can be ascertained by photoacoustic imaging. [Solu-
tion] A laser (13) emits a laser beam. The laser beam is irra-
diated from a light-irradiating means towards a subject. A
puncture needle (15) has a light-emitting unit (16), and laser
beam irradiation is implemented via the light-emitting unit
(16). A probe (11) detects the photoacoustic signal gener-
ated when a light absorber within the subject absorbs the
laser beam irradiated from the light-irradiating means. The
probe (11) also detects the photoacoustic signal generated
when a light absorber within the subject absorbs a laser
beam emitted from the light-emitting unit (16). An image
generating means (23) generates a photoacoustic image on
the basis of the photoacoustic signals.
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L. Claims Nos.: 11-18
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2. I:I Claims Nos.:
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I:l No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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The inventions described in these claims involve a surgical treatment,
i.e., the insertion of a puncture needle, and therefore relate to a method
for treatment of the human body by surgery. Thus, the inventions of these
claims relate to a subject matter which this international searching
authority is not required, under the provisions of PCT Article 17 (2) (a) (1)
and PCT Rule 39.1, to search.
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