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UNITED STATES PATENT ow:iOE.ff‘

SIi\TDA M. HIXSON, OF FAIRFAX, MISSOURIL

" HEN’S NEST.

953,785,

To all whom it may. concern:

Be it known that I, Sixoa M. Hixsox,
a citizen of the United States, residing al
Fairfax, in the county of Afchison, State of
Missourl, have invented cortain new and use-
ful Tmprovements in ens’ Nests; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exadt descri ption of the invention,
aneh as will enable others skilled in the art
{0 which it appertaing fo make and vse the
sane,

This invention relates to hens’ nests, and
has for one of its objects to improve the con-
struction and increase the efficiency and util-
ity of devices of this character.

Another object of the invention 1s to pro-
vide a hen’s nest construeted almost entirely
of metal, and with the parts detachable or
separable to facilitate cleansing and the re-
newal of the bedding.

With these and other objects in view the
invention consists incertain novel features
of construction as hereafier shown and de-
seribed and then specifieally pointed out in
the claims, and in the drawings iHust ative
of the preferred embodiment of ‘the inven-
tion, Figure 1 is a front elevation of the im-
proved device.  Fig. 2 is a plan view of the
same. Fig. 3 is a section on the line 3--3 of
Fig. 2. Fig. 41sa gection on the line 4—4
of Itig. 2. Tig. 5 is a section on the line 5—5
of Fig. 1. :

Much annoyance is experienced n caring
for setting hens {o prevent the gathering
upon the hens and nest material of insects,
and the improved device herein shown i
designed to- enable the nests to.be readily
cleansed and the bedding to he renewerd

1=

" when _ required, and the improved device
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comprises a supporting st ructure formed of
corner posts 10, preferably of wood, and of
any suitable size. The posls may be of any
required length, but will generally be of suf-
ficient length {o support the nests a suifable
digtance above the ground to protect the Lens
from certain kinds of insects, and also at ¢
convenient height to enable the nests to be
cleuned with the least fatigne or annoyance,
and to correspondingly decrease the Tabor re-
quired to cave for them. : The posts may be
arranged at any required distances apart,
but. will generally be spaced about 18 inches
from front to rear and at any required dis-
tance lengthwise of the frame according to

-the number of pockets or. receptacies which

it is desired to employ in conuection with
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cach frame. Any required number of the;
pockets or nests may be employed in con- '
nection with each frame, but for the purpose '
of ilustration three of the pockets are showt, 60
but it will be inderstood that it is not de-
cived to limit the mvention to any specific”
nunber of the pockets. The posts 10 are
connected at (heir upper ends by spaced.
gide rods 11-—12 and by end rods 13 14, 65
while similar side rods T5--16 and end rods "
1718 are arranged (o conneet the posts ai
intermediate points, the lower rods 15 L6
17--18 being spaced below the upper rods
11—12—18--14 as shown, the distanees be- 70
tween the upper and lower rods defining the
nest inclosures, as hereaftor explained. o
Conneeljng the rods 11- 12 at spaced in-
{orvals ave transverse rods 19, and Jikewise,
connecting the Jower side rods 1516 are 75
{ransverse rods 20, while verfieal rods 21 =22
ave arranged respeetively, belween the side
vods 11--15 and 12 16, The rods 19 B0
of_. 99 thus define the divisions hetween {he
several nest compartments as shown, and. it 80
is ohvious thal by increasing the lengths of.
the side rods and the nmnber of the seri

fes
of transverse rods, any required number of
the compartments may be arranged. .
Bearing upon the lower side rods 15—16 .55
and likewise upon the end rods 17—18 and
transverse rods 20 are plates 23, preferably:
of sheet metal, and each plate is provided
with a relatively large cenlral aperture 24,
The margins of the plates are formed with 90
spaced recesses or cnb out portions 25, and
the material of the plate between the ve-
cosses rolled around the adjacent rods, as
represented at 26, whereby the plates are se-
enred to the rods. Bearing upon the upper 95
side rods 11—12, the end rods 13—14, and
the intermediate transverse rods 19, are sim-
ilar plates 27, preferably of sheet metal, and
likewise provided with spaced recesses 23
with the intervening material of the plate 100
rolled around the adjucent rods, as vepre-
cented ag 29, By this means the plates are
connected to the various rods. ‘The upper
plates 27 are cach provided with a central
opening 30, the opening: 30 being somewhatl 105
larger than the openings 94 in the lower
plates, the object to be hereafior explained.
The panels produced by the various rods
ave preferably filled with sheets of woven
wire or like materinl, represented at 31, so 110
that each compartment is provided with
open separating clements which permit the




free circulation of air, while at the same

- tim= they protect the fowls when upon their
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nests. S

The receptacles or nests are formed of
basket like structures represented at 82, the
nests being formed of open wire work and
each nest is provided with an intermediate
annular enlargement 83 to support the nests
within the openings 24, with the upper edges
34 of the nests spaced above the plates 23.
‘The nests will preferably be lined with suit-
able fabric 35, the fabric being supported
upon the elevated rims 84, and siraw or
other bedding placed within the nests and
resting upon the fabric linings. As above

stated the apertures 30 are larger than the

apertures 24, so that the nests 32 may be
readily removed through the upper open-
ings, when required for cleansing or for the
renewal of the bedding. Each of the upper
apertures 30 is provided with a movable clo-
sure 36, preferably hinged at 37 to the plates
27 and also preferably formed of open wire
worlk as shown, to provide the necessary ven-
tilation. By this means the setting hen is
protected not only from intrusio®, but also
protected from insects and vermin, as the
nests may be frequently cleansed and fumi-
gated and kept in 2 healthy condition. The
recesses of the plates 23—27 are arranged
opposite the material between the recesses of
the adjacent plates, so that the rolled por-
tions of one plate engage the transverse di-
viding rods 19—20 between the recesses of
the a(Tj acent plate, as shown in Fig. 5.

-“The. divisions between the various com-

.partments may be formed, if preferred, with

cloth or other fabric instead of wire cloth
under some circumstances.

The improved device is simple in. con-
struction, tgan be inexpensively manufac-
tured, and of durable material. ‘

The improved device may be placed upon
the ground or within any suitable building
or inclosure, or may be supported from a
suitable structure, such as the wall of a
building, supporting posts or the fike.

. What is claimed, 15:— -

1. A -device of the class described formed

of vertical corner posts, side rods and end

" rods extending between, said posts, trans-

55

verse rods spaced apart and connected to.

said side rods, a plurality of plates each

formed with a central opening and with al-

N . L . N
ternating recesses and projections along
their edges with the projections of one plate
fitting 1into ‘the recesses of the adjoining
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plate and folded around the rods, a nest de-
vice within the aperture of each plate, and
means for detachably supporting said nest
devices upon said plates, '

2. A device of the class described com- .

prising corner posts, main side rods con-
necting said posts, a plurality of transverse
rods connecting said side rods at spaced in-
tervals, a plurality of plates each having a
central aperture and with their margins
rolled aroufid said rods, and receptacles de-

“tachably supported in said apertures. -

3. A device of the .class described com-
prising a supporting structure including
spaced upper and -lower sides and spaced
transverse rods uniting said side rods af
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spaced intervals, a plurality of lower plates-

carried by said lower side rods, each having
an opening and with the edges of the plates

folded around the rods, a receptacle detach- .

ably supported in each plate aperture, 2
plurality of upper plates for said upper
side rods each having an opening .and with
the edges of the plates folded around the
rods, the apertures of the upper plate being

Jarger than the apertures of the lower plate,

to permit the receptacle to be removed there-
through, and a movable closure for éach of
the apertures of the upper plate.

4. A device of the class described formed
of vertical corner posts, side Tods and end
rods extending between said posts, trans-
verse rods spaced apart and connected to
said side rods, a plurality of plates each
formed with a central opening and with al-
ternating recesses and projections along
their edges with the projections of one plate
fitting -into the recesses of the adjoining
plate and folded around the rods, a nest de-
vice within the aperture of each plate, and
means for detachably supporting said nest
devices upon said plates.

5. A device of the class described formed
of vertical corner posts, side rods and end
rods extending between said posls, a plate
having a central opening and formed with
alternating recesses and projections. alon
its edges with the projections f.oided»aroung
the rods, a nest device within the apertme
of the plate, and a lateral projection upor.
each nest device and bearing upon the plates.

In testimony whereof, I affix my signature,
in presencg of £wo witnesses,

SINDA M. HIXSCN.
Witnesses:

I M. 1. ]BEAR,
Guo. Warxue.
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