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To all whom it may concern: ... ' 
Be it known that I, CLARENCE H. RoCKEY, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State 

5 of Illinois, have invented a certain new and 
useful improvement in Universal Fixture 
Stems, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
This invention relates to electric light ?ix 

10 tures depending from the ceiling of a room, 
and particularly to that class of such fixtures 
in which current carrying wires are con 
cealed within tubular parts of the fixture, 
but emerge from said tubular parts near the 

15 ceiling. - 
The object of the invention is to provide 

such a structure with a novel form of wire 
carrying tube, which can be readily straight 
ened at a point near the ceiling so that the 

20 body of the fixture will hang true, even 
though the stud or other device on the ceil 
ing to which the fixture is attached is not 
truly vertical, and to provide a novel form 
of insulation for suspending the wire carry 

25 ing tube in proper insulated manner from 
the ceiling stud. 
The invention consists in means for at 

taining the foregoing objects, which can be 
easily and cheaply made, which is satisfac 

30 tory in use and is not readily liable to get 
out of order. More particularly, the inven 
tion consists in many features and details of 
construction hereafter more fully set forth 
in the specification and claims. 

35 Referring to the drawings, in which like 
numerals designate the same parts through 
out the several views 

Figure 1 is a vertical sectional detail view 
of a complete mechanism illustrating this 

40 invention in its preferred form: 
Figure 2 is an outside view of that por 

tion of the mechanism which renders the 
device straightenable; 

Figure 3 shows the device of Figure 2 
45 almost entirely in Section. 

The device of this invention is shown in 
the drawings as applied to a depending sta 
tionary stud or support 10 attached to a 
conventional ceiling 12 by any suitable 

50 means, as for instance, screws 14, this stud 
being provided in its lower end with the 
usual screw threads 16 to which any suitable 
electric fixture device may be applied. 
In the preferred form of the invention 

55 shown in Figures 1 to 3, the mechanism of 
this invention, detachably secured to said 

Screw threads and suspended from the stud 
10, comprises generally a metallic tube 18 
engaging the threads 16, an insulating block 
20 threaded into the lower end of the tube (; ) 
18, but more particularly fastened in place 
by a cross pin 22, and a metallic tubular wire 
carrying member 24 having its upper end 
threaded onto the lower end of insulating 
member 20, and more particularly pinned 65 
thereto by the cross rod or pin 26. This 
use of the intervening insulating block 20 
between the two tubular members 18 and 24, 
secured in place by the two pins 22 and 26, 
is very important because it provides an ef- ; ) 
fective insulation and prevents the breaking 
of the connection. 
The tubular member 24 is novel in that in 

the process of making it the wall portion, at 
a suitable point near its upper end, is con- 7 
tracted into the thin stem 30, wherein the in 
terior walls of the tube 24 closely approach, 
and in the case here illustrated actually con 
tact, each other, as clearly appears in Fig 
ures 1 and 3, the result being that the re- so 
sistance of the tube to bending laterally of 
its axis is in such a large measure removed 
that it is possible for the operator to take 
hold of the lower portion of the tube 24 and 
move it, Within limits, in the arc of a circle 85. 
about the contracted portion 30 as a center, 
thereby enabling the operator, if the stud 10 
is not truly vertical and consequently the 
tubular member 18 is not truly vertical, to 
adjust the tube 24 until it is vertical from 90 
the point 30 downward. The ability to do 
this enables the owner of a room equipped 
with such a fixture to properly adjust the 
device to normal vertical position, either on 
its original installation or after the fixture 95 
has been accidentally struck and bent out 
of vertical position. 
The tube 24 is provided with a perforation 

32 in the curved part of the contracted wall 
through which electric current carrying wire 100 
34 may readily pass from the interior of the 
tube 24 up to the ceiling 12, as shown. The 
fact that the contracted portion 30 practi 
cally closes the tube 24 at the point where 
this perforation 32 is located, produces the 105 
effect of putting this perforation 32 in ap 
proximately the central axis of the tube 24, 
with the result that when an operator tries 
to thread a Wire 34 from the bottom of the 
tube 24 upward and thence out of the tube, 110 
the upper end of the wire will easily find 
this opening 32, thus dispensing with the 



() 

necessity of fishing in from the side of the 
tube. 
The drawings show the upper half of the 

fixture enclosed in an ornamental, conical 
cup or cap 36, which does not enter into the 
invention, and they also show a chain device 
38 of conventional form attached to the 
lower end of the tube 24 by the screw 
threads 40, this also without novelty herein. 
What I claim is: 
1. In an electric light fixture, a hollow 

tube adapted to have an electric wire passed 
through it, said tube having near one end a 
contracted portion which weakens, the 
strength of the tube at that point and allows 
it to be bent about that point, there being 
in said contracted portion a perforation 
through which a wire in the tube may pass 
out of the tube. . , 

2. In an electric light fixture, a nor 
mally straight rigid tube provided at its 
upper end for attachment to a fixed support, 
and with a contraction intermediate the ends 
of the tube weakening the resistance of the 

, tube to lateral bending, whereby when the 
fixture is mounted in a ceiling or the like, 
the tube may be bent laterally for the pur 
poses set forth. . . . . . . . 

3. In a device of the class described, a nor 
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mally vertical tubular member through 
which a wire may pass, provided with a per 
foration near its upper end through which 
a wire may pass out and means formed in 
said tube above and immediately adjacent 
to said perforation to render the tube read 
ily laterally bendable at that point and to 
insure ready egress of a wire end at that 
point when a wire is threaded up through 
the tube. 

4. A hanger for electric light fixture, com 
prising a casing provided at one end with a 
neck weakened between its ends for bending 
which has means for detachably securing it 
to an outlet for electric wires. - - - - 

5. A lighting fixture stem having its up 
per end adapted for engagement with a wil 

30 

35 

40 

ing installation, and having a reduced por 
tion adjacent said upper end adapted to be 
easily bent for adjusting the stem relative 
to said installation. . . . - - - - 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto sub 
scribed my name in the presence of two wit. 
heSSeS. 

CLARENCE. H. ROCKEY. 
Witnesses: ... , 

Dw IGHT B. CHEEVER, 
RACHELMINTZ. 
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