
Note: Within nine months of the publication of the mention of the grant of the European patent in the European Patent
Bulletin, any person may give notice to the European Patent Office of opposition to that patent, in accordance with the
Implementing Regulations. Notice of opposition shall not be deemed to have been filed until the opposition fee has been
paid. (Art. 99(1) European Patent Convention).

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
3 

12
8 

16
4

B
1

TEPZZ¥_ 8_64B_T
(11) EP 3 128 164 B1

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT SPECIFICATION

(45) Date of publication and mention 
of the grant of the patent: 
10.07.2019 Bulletin 2019/28

(21) Application number: 16001294.4

(22) Date of filing: 22.08.2007

(51) Int Cl.:
F02K 3/04 (2006.01) F02K 3/072 (2006.01)

F02K 3/06 (2006.01) F02C 3/067 (2006.01)

F02C 7/32 (2006.01) F02C 7/36 (2006.01)

(54) GAS TURBINE ENGINE WITH INTERMEDIATE SPEED BOOSTER

GASTURBINENMOTOR MIT ZWISCHENGESCHWINDIGKEITSVERSTÄRKER

MOTEUR À TURBINE À GAZ AVEC ACCÉLÉRATEUR DE VITESSE INTERMÉDIAIRE

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
DE FR GB

(30) Priority: 22.08.2006 US 839306 P

(43) Date of publication of application: 
08.02.2017 Bulletin 2017/06

(62) Document number(s) of the earlier application(s) in 
accordance with Art. 76 EPC: 
07873749.1 / 2 066 896

(73) Proprietor: Rolls-Royce North American 
Technologies, Inc.
Indianapolis, IN 46241 (US)

(72) Inventor: Ress, Robert A.
Carmel, IN 46032 (US)

(74) Representative: Beyer, Andreas
Wuesthoff & Wuesthoff 
Patentanwälte PartG mbB 
Schweigerstrasse 2
81541 München (DE)

(56) References cited:  
EP-A1- 0 558 769 DE-A1- 3 933 776
GB-A- 2 130 340  



EP 3 128 164 B1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates generally to a sys-
tem for driving the compressor boost stages in a gas
turbine engine. More specifically, in one form the present
invention relates to a turbofan engine having a compres-
sor boost stage system including an intershaft bearing
and an epicyclic gear train. While the present invention
was developed for turbofan engines it may also be utilized
in other forms of gas turbine engines such as turboshaft
or turboprop engines.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Document EP 0 558 769 A1 discloses a prior
art turbofan engine comprising a fan rotor directly driven
by a low pressure turbine by way of a shaft and a low
pressure compressor with two counter-rotating booster
rotors. One booster rotor is directly connected to the fan
rotor, whereas the other is driven by way of a planetary
gearing, which is coupled to the shaft.
[0003] Turbofan engines commonly utilize compressor
boost stages, or booster, driven off the fan rotor to su-
percharge the core thereby increasing the overall pres-
sure ratio. Since the compressor boost stages are driven
off the low pressure spool of the engine and have a tip
diameter set generally by the fan blade hub line, the tip
speed of the compressor boost stages is relatively low.
This can lead to an engine design utilizing fairly large
number of compressor boost stages to achieve a high
pressure rise in the booster.
[0004] Geared fan arrangements are known where an
epicyclic gear train is introduced between the low pres-
sure turbine and the fan, thereby allowing the low pres-
sure turbine to run at a higher speed than the fan. The
compressor boost stages are then coupled to the low
pressure turbine through the low pressure shaft. This ar-
rangement not only achieves more desirable compressor
boost stage (now an intermediate pressure compressor)
tip speeds, but it also allows the low pressure turbine to
run more efficiently. The geared fan in this arrangement
may have some drawbacks. First, the epicyclic gear train
is driving the fan rotor and must be designed to take the
relatively heavy load of the fan. This creates a design
challenge for the gear system where weight, cost, and
heat generation must be minimized. Length can also be
an issue as the arrangement implemented in many earlier
designs introduces an additional support frame between
the fan and the intermediate pressure compressor. The
second frame not only adds length, but it also adds weight
and cost.
[0005] Accordingly, there remains a need for further
contributions in this area of technology. The present in-
vention provides many novel and nonobvious contribu-
tions to this area of technology including a system for
driving the compressor boost stages in a gas turbine en-

gine.

SUMMARY

[0006] One embodiment of the present invention is a
gas turbine engine as defined in claim 1. The gas turbine
engine comprises a unique compressor boost stage. Oth-
er embodiments include apparatuses, systems, devices,
hardware, methods, and combinations for compressor
boost stages. Further
embodiments, forms, features, aspects, benefits, and ad-
vantages of the present application shall become appar-
ent from the description and figures provided herewith.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0007] The description herein makes reference to the
accompanying drawings wherein like reference numer-
als refer to like parts throughout the several views, and
wherein:

FIG. 1 is a schematic view of a gas turbine engine;

FIG. 2 is a partial view of one embodiment of a tur-
bofan engine;

FIG. 2a is a schematic representation of one form of
the present invention comprising a clutch;

FIG. 3 is a partial view of a turbofan engine depicting
buffer air flow paths;

FIG. 4 is a view of FIG. 2 illustrating additional detail
that had been removed from FIG. 2 for clarity.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0008] For purposes of promoting an understanding of
the principles of the invention, reference will now be made
to the embodiments illustrated in the drawings and spe-
cific language will be used to describe the same. It will
nevertheless be understood that no limitation of the
scope of the invention is thereby intended, such altera-
tions and further modifications in the illustrated device,
and such further applications of the principles of the in-
vention as illustrated therein being contemplated as
would normally occur to one skilled in the art to which
the invention relates.
[0009] One embodiment of the present invention con-
templates a gas turbine engine having a fan stage and
a compressor boost stage operatively connected to a low
pressure turbine by an intermediate speed booster. The
intermediate speed booster includes an epicyclic gear
train and a bearing arrangement that includes an inter-
shaft bearing. The epicyclic gear train is configured to
provide an increase in rotational rate and contra-rotation
to the compressor boost stage relative to the rotational
rate and direction of the low pressure spool while the fan
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stage is configured to rotate with the low pressure spool.
The present application contemplates that the interme-
diate speed booster may be utilized to change the rota-
tional speed of the compressor boost stage relative to
the low pressure spool. It includes the ability to increase
the rotational speed of the compressor boost stage rel-
ative to the low pressure spool. The intershaft bearing
provides support and thus eliminates the need for an ad-
ditional support frame for the fan. The present application
contemplates that in some alternate embodiments the
intermediate speed booster could be incorporated into
other types of gas turbine engines, such as turboshaft or
turboprop engines. In the turboshaft or turboprop gas tur-
bine engines the compressor boost stage is located up-
stream of the high pressure compressor and driven by a
shaft coupled with the power turbine. While the present
application
contemplates application in many types of gas turbine
engines the description herein will be with reference to
a turbofan engine.
[0010] With reference to FIG. 1, there is illustrated a
schematic representation of one form of a gas turbine
engine 50. Gas turbine engine 50 is a turbofan engine
including a core engine 106, fan stage 51, compressor
boost stage 54 and a low pressure turbine 103. Addition-
ally, the entire compression stage which includes fan
stage 51, compressor boost stage 54, and high pressure
compressor 100 will be denoted by feature number 49.
Core engine 106 is located downstream of the fan stage
51 and includes a high pressure compressor 100, com-
bustor 101, and high pressure turbine 102. In operation
core engine 106 generates combustion gases that are
delivered downstream to the high pressure turbine 102
and low pressure turbine 103. The turbines 102 and 103
extract energy from the combustion gases and power the
respective high pressure compressor 100, fan stage 51,
and compressor boost stage 54. Fan stage 51 and com-
pressor boost stage 54 are coupled to the low pressure
turbine 103 by LP shaft 64. High pressure compressor
100 is coupled to the high pressure turbine 102 by HP
shaft 105. While the present application is being de-
scribed relative to a two spool engine it is also contem-
plated for application with a three spool engine.
[0011] With reference to FIG. 2, there is illustrated a
partial view of turbofan engine 50 having fan stage 51
and an intermediate speed booster 52 that is configured
to drive the compressor boost stages 54 through a gear
train 56. In one preferred form the gear train 56 is an
epicyclic gear train. Those skilled in the art will recognize
that the working fluid flow traverses FIG. 2 from left to
right and proceeds through other components not shown
in the figure, such as combustor and turbines. In one form
the epicyclic gear train 56 provides for contra-rotation of
the compressor boost stages 54 relative to the fan stage
51 which allows for the elimination of a stationary vane
ahead of the first rotating stage of the compressor boost
stages 54. Fan stage 51 includes a plurality of fan blades
51a. In some embodiments, however, a stationary vane

may be used ahead of the first rotating stage of the com-
pressor boost stages 54. Further, the present application
contemplates alternate embodiments wherein the gear
train 56 rotates the compressor boost stages 54 in the
same direction as the fan stage.
[0012] The present application contemplates some
embodiments incorporating a clutch for controlling the
transmission of power to the epicyclic gear train 56. FIG.
2a sets forth a schematic representation of a clutch for
controlling the transmission of power to the gear train.
The incorporation of a clutch into the system allows for
additional capability including dual mode or variable cycle
engine operation. The clutch may be a hydraulically ac-
tuated, multi-disc wet clutch in some embodiments. In
operation, the intermediate speed booster 52 could be
engaged when a high overall pressure ratio is desired
and then disengaged when high overall pressure ratio is
unnecessary or undesired. When disengaged, the com-
pressor boost rotor can be configured to freewheel in the
flow stream. Bypass doors can also be incorporated in
some embodiments.
[0013] One form of the clutch contemplated herein is
housed within the annulus 60 with steel floating plates
splined to the outer annulus and clutch disks splined to
the LP shaft through a clutch housing. A cover plate will
retain the clutch plates within the annular housing along
with a hydraulically actuated piston. Pressurized oil is
delivered to the system to control movement of the hy-
draulic piston and the engagement and disengagement
of the clutch. In one form the clutch is engaged by the
delivery of pressurized oil through the LP shaft. However,
other pressurized oil delivery routes are contemplated
herein.
[0014] The epicyclic gear train 56 provides a mechan-
ical speed boost and contra-rotation to the compressor
boost stage 54, and includes a sun gear 58, outer annulus
60, and a fixed planet carrier 62. Outer annulus 60 in-
cludes gear teeth on its inner circumference that mesh
with the gear teeth of the planet gears 63. The outer an-
nulus 60 is coupled to LP shaft 64 and rotates upon ro-
tation of the LP shaft 64. The outer annulus 60, further-
more, is rotatingly coupled to the sun gear 58 through
the fixed planet carrier 62, which may have any number
of planet gears 63. Therefore, as the LP shaft 64 is rotated
the gear teeth on the inner circumference mesh with the
plurality of planet gears 63 and cause rotation of the sun
gear 58. As discussed above, in some embodiments, a
clutch may be incorporated into the system so that the
epicyclic gear train 56 may be selectively engaged and
disengaged from the LP shaft 64. Clutch 300 is actuated
to control the transmission of power from LP shaft 64 to
gear train 56. When the outer annulus 60 is caused to
rotate by rotation of LP shaft 64, the sun gear 58 is caused
to rotate in the opposite direction through the fixed planet
carrier 62. However, the present application contem-
plates alternative gearing that will allow the rotation of
the compressor boost stages 54 in the same direction as
the LP shaft. Sun gear 58 is furthermore coupled to a
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boost rotor 66 of the compressor boost stage 54 thereby
providing contra-rotation of the plurality of blades 110
forming the compressor boost stage 54. In one embod-
iment the epicyclic gear train 56 provides gear ratios that
provide mechanical speed boost ranging from 1.5/1 to
3/1. In a more preferred embodiment, a gear ratio near
2/1 can be achieved. The present application is not in-
tended to be limited to these gear ratios unless specifi-
cally provided to the contrary and other gear ratios are
contemplated herein. Further, the present application
contemplates a gear train which reduces the rotational
speed of the compressor boost stage 54 to less than the
rotational speed of the LP shaft.
[0015] A number of bearings are utilized in the present
invention including a thrust bearing 68, a radial intershaft
bearing 70, and a thrust bearing 72. Thrust bearing 68,
sometimes referred to as the booster thrust bearing, car-
ries the combined radial load of the fan rotor 74 and the
boost rotor 66 but only the thrust load of the boost rotor
66. In one form sun gear 58 is coupled to the boost rotor
66 through an inner ring 76 of thrust bearing 68. Thrust
bearing 72 is mounted downstream of the epicyclic gear
train 56 and carries the thrust load of fan rotor 74. The
radial intershaft bearing 70 is located downstream of the
fan rotor and is mounted inside the first thrust bearing 68
supporting the boost rotor 66.
[0016] The introduction of the intershaft bearing 70
eliminates the need for an additional support frame as-
sociated with the fan stage 51. In one alternative embod-
iment, a squeeze film oil damper could be incorporated
behind the thrust bearing 68 and/or thrust bearing 72.
Further details regarding squeeze film oil dampers are
not set forth herein as they are believed to be generally
known to one of skill in the art. Other bearing configura-
tions that provide support for the intermediate speed
booster are also contemplated herein.
[0017] In one form of the present invention the fan rotor
74 and boost rotor 66 can both be removed with the re-
moval of their respective spanner nuts 200 and 201 (FIG.
4). In one form of the present application, at this point,
the sump remains fully sealed. The bearings, seals and
epicyclic gear train can be contained in a forward support
module which can then be fastened to the forward frame
of the engine.
[0018] With reference to FIG. 3, there is illustrated the
flow of buffer air that is drawn from the booster exit 78
and flows down the rotor bore cavity 80 to pressurize
outboard 82 and inboard 84 labyrinth seals. Leakage air
86 flows up the forward end of the boost rotor 66 and
discharges into the flow path 88 ahead of the boost rotor
66. With reference to FIG. 4, there is illustrated a view of
FIG.2 including detail that had been removed from FIG.
2 for clarity. Epicyclic gear train 56 includes sun gear 58,
outer annulus 60, and fixed planet carrier 62. The outer
annulus 60 is coupled to LP shaft 64 and rotates upon
rotation of the LP shaft 64. The outer annulus 60 is ro-
tatingly coupled to the sun gear 58 through the fixed plan-
et carrier 62, which may have any number of planet gears.

The sun gear 58 is furthermore coupled to boost rotor 66
of the compressor boost stage 54 thereby providing con-
tra-rotation of the compressor boost stage 54. The sun
gear 58 is coupled to the boost rotor 66 through an inner
ring 76 of the thrust bearing 68. The thrust bearing 72 is
mounted downstream of the epicyclic gear train 56 and
carries fan rotor 74 thrust. The radial intershaft bearing
70 is located downstream of the fan rotor and is mounted
inside the first thrust bearing 68 supporting the boost rotor
66.
[0019] While the invention has been described in con-
nection with what is presently considered to be the most
practical and preferred embodiment, it is to be under-
stood that the invention is not to be limited to the disclosed
embodiment(s), but on the contrary, is intended to cover
various modifications and equivalent arrangements in-
cluded within the scope of the appended claims, which
scope is to be accorded the broadest interpretation so
as to encompass all such modifications and equivalent
structures as permitted under the law. Furthermore it
should be understood that while the use of the word pref-
erable, preferably, or preferred in the description above
indicates that feature so described may be more desira-
ble, it nonetheless may not be necessary and any em-
bodiment lacking the same may be contemplated as with-
in the scope of the invention, that scope being defined
by the claims that follow. In reading the claims it is in-
tended that when words such as "a," "an," "at least one"
and "at least a portion" are used, there is no intention to
limit the claim to only one item unless specifically stated
to the contrary in the claim. Further, when the language
"at least a portion" and/or "a portion" is used the item
may include a portion and/or the entire item unless spe-
cifically stated to the contrary.

Claims

1. A gas turbine engine (50) comprising:

a dual spool turbine having a low pressure tur-
bine (103) and a high pressure turbine (102);
a high pressure compressor (100);
a shaft (64) coupled to and rotatable by opera-
tion of said low pressure turbine;
a compressor boost stage (54) located up-
stream of said high pressure compressor and
incapable of mechanical connection with re-
spect to rotation of the high pressure compres-
sor; and
an intermediate speed booster (52) coupled with
said low pressure shaft (64) and said compres-
sor boost stage, said intermediate speed boost-
er operable to drive said compressor boost
stage at a rotational speed different than the ro-
tational speed of said low pressure shaft;
wherein the intermediate speed booster (52)
comprises a gear train and at least one support-
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ive intershaft bearing (70);
wherein the gear train is an epicyclic gear train
(56) having a sun gear (58), an annulus gear
(60), and a plurality of planet gears (63); and
characterized in that said intermediate speed
booster (52) is operable to drive said compres-
sor boost stage (54) at a rotational speed greater
than the rotational speed of said low pressure
shaft (64).

2. The gas turbine engine of claim 1, which further in-
cludes means for selectively engaging and disen-
gaging the intermediate speed booster (52) of power
from said low pressure shaft (64) to said intermediate
speed booster.

3. The gas turbine engine of claim 1, wherein the gas
turbine engine (50) is a turboprop.

4. The gas turbine engine of claim 1, wherein the gas
turbine engine (50) is a turboshaft.

Patentansprüche

1. Gasturbinenmotor (50), mit:

einer Zweiwellen-Turbine, die eine Nieder-
druckturbine (103) und eine Hochdruckturbine
(102) aufweist,
einem Hochdruckverdichter (100),
einer Welle (64), die verbunden ist mit und dreh-
bar ist durch einen Betrieb der Niederdrucktur-
bine,
einer Verdichterdruckerhöhungsstufe (54), die
stromaufwärts des Hochdruckverdichters ange-
ordnet und außerstande ist, eine mechanische
Verbindung hinsichtlich einer Drehung des
Hochdruckverdichters einzugehen, und
einem Zwischengeschwindigkeitsverstärker
(52), der mit der Niederdruckwelle (64) und der
Verdichterdruckerhöhungsstufe verbunden ist,
wobei der Zwischengeschwindigkeitsverstärker
dazu betreibbar ist, die Verdichterdruckerhö-
hungsstufe mit einer Drehzahl anzutreiben, die
sich von der Drehzahl der Niederdruckwelle un-
terscheidet,
wobei der Zwischengeschwindigkeitsverstärker
(52) ein Getriebe und zumindest ein Zwischen-
wellenstützlager (70) aufweist,
wobei das Getriebe ein Planetengetriebe (56)
mit einem Sonnenrad (58), einem Hohlrad (60)
und mehreren Planetenrädern (63) ist, und
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass der Zwischen-
geschwindigkeitsverstärker (52) dazu betreib-
bar ist, die Verdichterdruckerhöhungsstufe (54)
mit einer Drehzahl anzutreiben, die größer ist
als die Drehzahl der Niederdruckwelle (64).

2. Gasturbinenmotor nach Anspruch 1, der ferner eine
Einrichtung zum wahlweisen Einkuppeln und Aus-
kuppeln des Zwischengeschwindigkeitsverstärkers
(52) gegenüber einer Antriebskraft von der Nieder-
druckwelle (64) zu dem Zwischengeschwindigkeits-
verstärker aufweist.

3. Gasturbinenmotor nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Gas-
turbinenmotor (50) eine Propellerturbine ist.

4. Gasturbinenmotor nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Gas-
turbinenmotor (50) ein Wellenleistungstriebwerk ist.

Revendications

1. Moteur à turbine à gaz (50) comprenant:

une turbine à double corps comprenant une tur-
bine basse pression (103) et une turbine haute
pression (102);
un compresseur haute pression (100);
un arbre (64) couplé à et rotatif par le fonction-
nement de ladite turbine basse pression;
un étage de suralimentation de compresseur
(54) placé en amont dudit compresseur haute
pression et incapable de se raccorder mécani-
quement par rapport à la rotation du compres-
seur haute pression; et
un accélérateur de vitesse intermédiaire (52)
couplé audit arbre basse pression (64) et audit
étage de suralimentation de compresseur, ledit
accélérateur de vitesse intermédiaire pouvant
fonctionner pour entraîner ledit étage de surali-
mentation de compresseur à une vitesse de ro-
tation différente de la vitesse de rotation dudit
arbre basse pression;
dans lequel l’accélérateur de vitesse intermé-
diaire (52) comprend un train d’engrenage et au
moins un palier inter-arbres de support (70);
dans lequel le train d’engrenage est un train
d’engrenage épicycloïdal (56) comportant une
roue solaire (58), une couronne (60) et une plu-
ralité de roues planétaires (63); et
caractérisé en ce que
ledit accélérateur de vitesse intermédiaire (52)
est utilisable pour entraîner ledit étage de sura-
limentation de compresseur (54) à une vitesse
de rotation supérieure à la vitesse de rotation
dudit arbre basse pression (64).

2. Moteur à turbine à gaz selon la revendication 1, com-
prenant en outre un moyen destiné à mettre en prise
et débrayer sélectivement l’accélérateur de vitesse
intermédiaire (52) de puissance entre ledit arbre bas-
se pression (64) et ledit accélérateur de vitesse in-
termédiaire.
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3. Moteur à turbine à gaz selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel le moteur à turbine à gaz (50) est un turbo-
propulseur.

4. Moteur à turbine à gaz selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel le moteur à turbine à gaz (50) est un turbo-
moteur.
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