R. LARTER.
Clothes Drier.

No. 229,831. Patented July 13, 1880.

__\A/ITN.ESSES:__ @ﬁm}
Gl ¢ St s e

N. PETERS, PHOTO-LITHOGRAPHER, WASHINGTON, '0. C.




UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

ROBERT LARTER, OF EAST ORANGE, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALF OF* HIS RIGHT
TO BERNARD BLOEMEKE, OF NEWARK, NEW JERSEY.

CLOTHES-DRIER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 229,831, dated July 13, 1880,
Application filed May 15, 1879. ’

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, ROBERT LARTER, of
East Orange, county of Essex, in the State of
New Jersey, have invented certain new and

5 useful Improvements relating to Clothes-Dri-
ers, of which the following is a specification.

The invention is intended to stand in the vi-
cinity of dwelling-houses in the same manner
as the clothes poles and lines heretofore used.

10 For city houses it will occupy a part or the
whole of the area of the yard or lot in the rear
of the building. I provide four posts, which

may be the same as the ordinary posts for such
purpose; and I provide a central post which

15 is deeply grooved on one side to receive a
racked slide, which is operated at will by a
suitable pinion, and on being raised carries
upward the inner ends of certain radial cords
or wires, which are attached to the posts and to

20 lines which connect the posts. Spiral springs
. being introduced on the inner ends of these
radial lines, adjacent to the central post, they
are by the action of the springs kept approxi-
mately tight when down, and are allowed to

25 stretch when the central post is raised. '

Devices are applied on the radial wires, and
also on the other wires, for the attachment
and liberation of the clothing.

A further provision is an awning-cloth

30 properly formed to cover the entire area of the
drier, so_as to protect the clothes, when par-
t1a11y or wholly dried, from sudden showers,
or clothes with pecullar dyes or colors from
the direct rays of the sun. The awning is

35 readily rolled away when not needed for use,
and when in use furnishes a pleasing shade
for recreation or the like:

The following isa description of what I con-
sider the best means of carrying out the in-

40 vention.

The accompanying drawings form a part of
this specification.

Figure 1 is a vertical section, showmg my
apparatus in use covered. TFig.2 is a plan

45 view, with a: portlou of the covering broken
away to show the wires-and applxanceb adapt-
ing it for use as a clothes-drier.

bmnlar letters of referenceindicate like par tS
in all the figures.

A AA A are the corner-posts. B is the
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main body of the central post, formed with a
deep groove sunk in one of its sides, which
groove receives a slide, B/, properly equipped
at the head for engaging with springs D/,
which are attached to or form a part of radial 53
wires D. There are wires C, which connect
the posts A with each other. Four of the ra-
dial wires D connect to the posts, and others
of the radial wires connect to the wires C. All
these may be galvanized iron, though other 6o
material—as. cords—may be used, if preferred.

One of the faces of the slide B’ is formed
with teeth ?/, as shown. A spur-gear wheel,

E, is mounted in a supporting-yoke, B2, bolted

on the post B. This gear-wheel E is fixed on 65
a shaft, ¢, on which is a]so keyed a hand-wheel,

E/, by turnmo which the wheel E is made of.
fectwe to raise and lower theslide B' atpleas-
ure.

A stout ring, b, at the head of the post B, 70
incloses the slide B. A pawl, G, immediately
below this, turning on a wire, ¢, a3 a pivot,
serves as a pawl to engage with the teeth of
the wheel E, and thus hold up the slide B’ at
the required altitude.

I is the main body of my awning; I, the
skirt or drooping edge thereof, and I* a stout
inner skirt, the purpose of which will appear
farther on. The part I is made in sections to
allow the center to be raised considerably by 8o
the elevation of the slide B/, and thus to draw
the whole into a tight and smooth roof or top
adapted to shed water. The skirt I’ forms
graceful edges and partial sides.

Proper clothes-holding devices, M, may be 85
secured to the wires, if desued

K is a roller of sufficient length to extend
between bearings mounted on two of the posts.

It receives the awning when it is not in use.
The awning is wound up on this roller by turn- go
ingit. Itisintheform oftwofrustumsofcones.
The diameter at the center is just so much
greater than the diameter at each end asis
required to compensate for the increased quan-
tity of material to be talken up at that point. g5
The bearings on which it is mounted are de-
noted L. They are formed of stont sheet metal,
secured in the head of the post by sawing into
the same and inserting the sheet metal and

securing by a transverse bolt or rivet. 100
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I providealineof pointsorslight projections,
k, along the roller K, which aid in holding
the edge of the awning on commencing to
roll it up. The length of these points k is
exaggerated in the drawings.

The slide B’ is held at its highest point by
the stop b acting upon a fixture on the post.

 Tarning the pinion in one direction raises
the slide B/, and consequently the inner ends
of the radial wires D and the clothing depend-
ent from said wires. The pawl G, being en-

gaged with the teeth of the wheel E, holds the
slide in the required elevated position. To
remove the clothes the centeris let down again.
From the foregoing description the opera-
tion of my device is obvious.
I claim as my invention—

1. The stationary posts A and spring-rods
D D/, combined with a central vertically-ad-
Jjustable post, as herein specified.

2. The adjustable central posts, B B’ b, posts
A, operating-gear E, cords or wires D D/, and
wires C, combined and adapted to serve with
the awning I I’ and thé double-conical roller
K, with its bearings, as herein specified, for
the purpose set forth,

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my haud this 21st day of April, 1879, in the
presence of two subseribing witnesses.

ROBT. LARTER.

Witnesses:
E. B. BoLTON,
CHARLEs C. STETSON.
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