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Application filed February 
My invention relates to directory, card or 

sign exhibiting structures, and especially to 
new and improved means for locking or 
latching hinged exhibiting panels or analo 

5 gous structures in a main frame, with new 
and improved means for operating the lock 
ing or latching devices. . . . . 

. The exhibiting panel or 
ture is generally similar to those shown in 

0 companion applications executed on even date 
herewith, and the present application relates 
particularly to latching means and latch op-5, 
erating means of an improved type, especial 
ly applicable to such movable or hinged pan-, 

15 els or analogous devices, in which preferably 
there is no external knob or handle and which 
are devised to discourage or practically pre 
vent unauthorized tampering and especially, 
opening of the panels and manipulation of 

analogous movable elements... or off 20 the data cards or 
...therein. ... To these ends the invention structure com 
prises latches internally located on the panels: 
or like hinged structure, and engaging mem 

25 bers of the main frame, with latch operating. 
means or mechanism which is devised to have 
the outward semblance of a keyed lock, but. is incapable of operation by any ordinary.or 
skeleton key or appliance similartoormanip 

130 ulated in the manner of a key, but which 

ple rod-like implement such as a nail; or if desired, alternatively by the use of a screw. 
5 driver or equivalent instrument. . . . 3 5 

The characteristics and 

- 40 

understan 
made without departing from the principles 
disclosed and I contemplate the employment 
of any structures that are properly 
the scope of the appended claims 
... Fig.iis a partial front perspective view of 
a structure embodying the invention in one 
form. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Fig. 2 is a vertical section through 
... v.-- 

analogous struc 

may be operated by an authorized or in 
formed person merely by insertion of a sim 

- - - - - - - - - - - nd advantages of the I 

invention are further sufficiently explained in 8 
connection with the following detail descrip-th 
tion of the accompanying drawings, which, 
show one representative embodiment. After . 
considering this example, skilled persons will 

5 that many variations may be: 

within 
: as at: 

to active position. 

7, 1930. Serial No. 426,475. . . . . 
cal main frame showing the exhibiting panel 
or equivalent structure in edge view and in closed position. 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged -- fragmentary front 
yiew of the part of the panel carrying the 55 
latch operating device. 3. . . . . . . . . . . 
Any suitable main or outer frame structure 

may be provided, including as here shown, 
facing strips 1, and inwardly directed strips 
or flanges 2, 3 and 4, extending therefrom 60 
and forming respectively the sides, top and 
bottom of in or centraliaperture to re 
ceive one oria plurality of exhibiting panels 
4 or analogous structures. The main frame 
also has one or a plurality of transverse strips C5 
5 across the aperture substantially at the rear 
thereof... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Each of the one or more panels 4 has at one side, attop and bottom, outwardly projecting 
GEF lugs 6 for the pivotal or hinge. 70 

- - - of the panel in the main frame as 
by hinge pins 7 secured therein, or as more 
fully set forth in the above identified, appli 
cation. At the back of the panel, and at its 
free side are one or more locking or latching 75 
devices. Two are here shown, to cooperate 
with the upper and lower back strips 5, but 

d ading the following description it will 
pe-und erstood that one of the latches and con 
E. arts (specifically the upper latch and 80 

its link PSEREEE such cases 
the other latch may, if desired, cooperate with 
a strip such as 5, located near the horizontal 

the structure instead of in a lower 

5. 

he present arrangement the lower latch 
ymounted at 9 in a lug 10 on 

The latch comprises 
charm proper. tying a hook 12 with 

leading beveled face -13. The hook co- in 
rates with the lower transverse frame 
p-5 in an obvious way, as shown in Figs. 1. 

and 2, and for cooperation with the beveled 
latch face. 13 as the panelis closed, the upper 
face of the strip may be rounded or beveled C3 
as at 14, although this is not essential. The 
latch also has an arm 15 acted on by a spring 
16 seated in sockets in the panel and in the 
m respectively, urging the main latch arm 
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here shown, the hole 20 may be internally 

20 

2 5 

2 

The latch structure also has another, de 
pending, releasing arm 17. 
To operate the latch the free side member 

of the panel has opposite arm 17 a hole 20, 
and in a simplified form of the invention this 
hole may be of small diameter, adapted to 
admit a small rod-like implement, such as a 
wire nail, which when inserted through the 
hole will engage arm 17 or a filler piece or 
pad 18 thereon, to raise the latch proper 11, 
and thus release the hook from engagement 
behind the strip 5, whereupon the panel may 
be swung open with or without the aid of 
a spring device, as disclosed in one of the 
aforesaid applications. 

In a preferred arrangement however, as 

threaded and a tubular screw 21 inserted 
therein. This tubular screw provides a cen 
terbore through which a nail or similar im 
plement may be inserted to operate the latch 
in the manner above described. 
The outer end of the screw has at opposite 

sides kerfs or notches 22 to receive a screw 
driver or analogous implement. The latch 
may then be operated by inserting the screw 
driver bit in the screw notches and turning 
until the inward movement of the screw in 
contact, with arm 11 or its pad 18 releases 
the hook. 
Whether the latch operating means con 

sists of a simple hole or a tubular screw, in 
preferred cases I provide the hole or bore. 20. 

ing access to the latch for release of the latch 
by an elehnent moved within the aperture, at its outer end with inwardly cut opposite 

islots or notches 23, so that the external ap 
pearance of the hole or aperture is similar 
to that of a keyed lock. As otherwise de 
scribed, the latch operating opening is cam 
ouflaged so that unauthorized or uninformed 
persons will believe that the panel can be 
opened only by the use of a special key and 

45 

50 

5 5 

ranged in a main frame or casing to en 
60 

65 

will not make the attempt, or if they do at 
tempt to open it by key manipulation, such 
manipulation will be ineffective, and such mount operating with a fixed frame member, the panel having therethrough an aperture giv unauthorized persons will not understand 
that the latch may be released by a simple 
insertion of a rod or use of a screw driver. 
The upper latch 8a, to cooperate with the 

upper frame strip 5 and afford added lock 
ing security, may be identical with the lower 
latch 8 except that the releasing arm 17 may 
be omitted; and the two latches are connected 
by a link 30, so that when the lower latch is 
manipulated in the manner above described, the upper latch is simultaneously operated. 
While the complete structure 4 carrying 

the latches is above described as an exhibit. 
ing panel, it may otherwise be a door ar 
close one or more panels' or card exhibiting 
frames, as shown in one of the above men. 
tioned applications, and in such cases the 
latch mechanism may be applied to the door. 
In certain of the appended claims therefor 
the term “an exhibition panel or the like' is 

panel pivotally 

1,809,804 

in its broad sense inclusive of a door pivotally 
mounted in the main frame or casing. 

I claim:- 
1. In a structure of the character de 

scribed, a frame having an opening for an 
exhibition panel or the like, a panel pivotally 
mounted therein, a latch pivotally mounted 
at the inner side of the panel and cooperating 
with a fixed frame member, the latch hav 
ing a releasing arm and the panel having 
therethrough an internally threaded hole, 
and a screw in the hole confronting the latch 
releasing arm for latch release by rotation of 
the screw. 

2. In a structure of the character described, 
a frame having an opening for an exhibition 
panel or the like, a panel pivotally mounted 
therein, a latch pivotally mounted at the 
inner side of the panel and cooperating with 
a fixed frame member, the latch having a re 
leasing arm and the panel having there 
through an internally threaded hole, and a 
tubular screw in the hole, whereby the latch 
may be released by screw rotation or by in 
sertion of a rod-like implement through the 
screw. . . . . 

13. In a structure of the character de 
scribed, a frame having an opening for an 

- exhibition panel or the like, a panel pivot 
ally mounted therein, a latch pivotally 
mounted at the inner side of the panel and 
cooperating with a fixed frame member, the panel having therethrough an aperture giv 

and another substantially similar latch co 
operating with another fixed frame member, 
and an operating connection from one latch 
to the other. 

4. In a structure of the character de 
Scribed a frame having an opening for an 
exhibition' panel or the like, a panel pivot 
ally mounted therein, a latch pivotally 
mounted at the inner side of the panel and co 

ing access to the latch for release of the litch 
by an element moved within the aperture, the 
aperture having at the outer face of the 
panel opposite slots giving the semblance of 
a key aperture, and another substantially 
similar latch cooperating with another fixed 
frame member or frame strip, and an operat 
ing connection from one latch to the other. 

5. In a structure of the character de 
scribed, a frame having an opening for an 
exhibition panel or the like, one or more 
horizontal strips crossing the opening, a 

mounted in the opening, a 
latch pivotally mounted at the inner side of 
the panel and cooperating with one of the 
frame strips, the panel having therethrough 
an aperture giving access to the latch for re 
lease of the latch by an element moved with 
in the aperture. 
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6. In a structure of the character de- being tubular, admitting insertion of a rod 
scribed, a frame having an opening for an like implement to engage the releasing arm. 
exhibition panel or the like, one or more hor: izontal strips crossing the opening, a panel 
pivotally mounted in the opening, a latch 
pivotally mounted at the inner side of the . 
panel and cooperating with one of the frame 
strips, the panel having therethrough an 
aperture giving access to the latch for release 
of the latch by an element moved within the 

and a spring urging the latch to aperture, 
engaged position. 

In testimo 
signature. 

fin a structure of the character de 
scribed, a frame having an opening for an 
exhibition panel or the like, one or more hor 
izontal strips crossing the opening, a panel. 
pivotally mounted in the opening, a latch 
pivotally mounted at the inner side of the 
panel and cooperating with one of the frame 
strips, the panel having therethrough an 
aperture giving access to the latch for release 
of the latch by an element moved within the 
aperture, the aperture having at the outer 
face of the panel opposite slots giving the 
Semblance of a key aperture. . . . 

8. In a structire of the character de 
scribed, a frame having an opening for an 
exhibition panel or the like, one or more hors izontal strips crossing the opening, a panel 
pivotally mounted in the opening, a latch 
pivotally mounted at the inner side of the 
panel and cooperating with one of the frame 
strips, the latch having a releasing arm and 
the panel having therethrough a hole aligned 

F with the arm and permitting latch release by 
insertion of a rod-like implement through 
the hole. . . . . . ' 

9. In a display structure for purposes de 
scribed, a frame having an opening for an 
exhibition panel or the like, a panel pivot 
ally mounted therein on a vertical axis, up 

AO 

otally mounted on the panel to cooperate 
3 with the abutments, spring means urging 

per and lower latch abutments supported by 
the frame, and upper and lower latches piv 

the latches to engagement and a link con 
necting the latches to move together, one of 
the latches having a releasing arm and the 
panel having confronting the arm an aper 
ture providing for insertion therethrough of 
a rod like implement to engage said arm and 
release the latches. . . . 

10. The structure defined in claim 9 with 
the addition that the panel aperture is 
threaded, and a screw is located in the 
threaded aperture with its inward end con- . 
fronting the releasing arm and its outer end 
acccessible for rotation by a screw driver. 

11. The structure defined in claim 9 with 
the addition that the panel aperture is 
threaded, and a screw is located in the thread 
ed aperture with its inward end confronting 
the releasing arm and its outer end accessible 

; for rotation by a screw driver, the screw 

ny whereof I have affixed my 
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