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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, Janes E. Harpaven
and Franx . Byro, citizens of the United
States, residing at the city of Moberly,
county of Randolph, State of Missouri, have
jointly invented a certain new and useful
Improvement in Filing Devices, of which
the following is a specification, reference
being had to the accompanying drawing,
forming a part thereof.

This invention relates generally to furni-
ture and, more particularly, to a certain new
and useful improvement in filing devices for
desks, cabinets, and the like, the chief ob-
ject of our present invention being to pro-
vide means comprising one or more tray-
partitions, whereby a desk-drawer, drawer
of a filing cabinet, or the like may be selec-
tively divided into a plurality of preferably
obliquely disposed compartments for the fil-
ing of different kinds or classes of papers,
documents, stationery, and so oxn.

Another obiect of our present invention is’

to provide the drawer-dividing tray or par-

5 tition of telescopically adjustable members,

whereby the dimensions of the tray or par-
tition may be conveniently varied to fit
drawers of various widths.

A further object of our present invention
is to provide the drawer and the tray or par-
tition with co-operating means, whereby the
tray or partition may be detachably secured
in “compartment-forming position in the
drawer. .

An - additional object of our present in-
“vention is to provide each tray with adjust-
able means, whereby each tray may be fur-
ther divided into a plurality of sections or
spaces for increasing the capacity of the
tray and drawer for separately receiving or
Aling different papers. stationery, and the
like. :

And with the above and other objects in
view, our invention resides in the novel fea-
tures of form, construction, arrangement,
and combination of wvarts hereinafter de-
seribed and afterwards pointed out in the
claims. '

Tn the accompanying drawing,

Tigure 1 is a nerspective view of a desk-
drawer equipped with, and divided into a
plurality of obliquely disposed compart-
ments by, a plurality of trays or partitions
embodying our invention;

Ficure 2 is a perspective view of one of
the tigys or partitionss and

Figure 8 shows one of the tray dividing-
members both in plan and side elevation.

Referring now more in detail to the said
drawing, which illustrates a practical em-
bodiment of our invention and in which
like reference characters refer to like parts
throughout the several views, each tray or
so-called partition includes a pair of com-
plementing or co-operating members A
and B. - '
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Member A is preferably and suitably

formed of sheet metal and comprises a floor-
section 1 flanged upwardly at its rear end
and at one side end to provide respectively
a rear wall 2 and a side wall 3. Floor sec-
tion 1 at its front edge is upwardly inturned
upon itself to provide a slide-way, as at 4,
and rear wall 2 at its upper edge is down-
wardly inturned upon itself to provide a
second similar slide-way. as at 5.
Member B is also preferably and suitably
formed of sheet metal and likewise com-
prises a floor section 17 flanged upwardly at
its rear end and at one side end to provide,
respectively, a rear wall 2" and a side wall 3.
"To form the complete tray. the members A
and B are assembled with the floor-section
17 and rear wall 2/ of member B overlap-
ping, respectively. as best seen in Figure 2,
upon the floor-section 1 and rear wall 2 of
member A, with the respective front and
upper edges of floor-section 1’ and rear wall
9’ fitting telescopically for slidable move-
ment in the wavs 4 and 5, the members A
and B so assembled and co-operating form-
ing an open-end tray laterally adiustable in
width, for purposes shortly appearing.
The travs or so-called partitions so formed
are adapted for use in connection, for in-
stance, with a desk-drawer D, such as illus-
trated, and to this end. the side-wall and
floor-sections of the trav-members A and B
are suitably formed adijacent their front

‘ends with opposite glotted anenines 6—86,

which are adanted to accommadate and re-
ceive oppositely disposed hooks. nails, or
the like 7—7. proiecting inwardlv from.
and adjacent the noner edges of, the side
walls 14 of the drawer D.

Consequentlv in uge or overation. tray-
members A and B being relatively laterally
adiusted to provide a trav havine a width
corresponding with the width of. and to fit,
anv partieular drawer D. the trav is dis-
posed with its lower rear edee unon the
jower wall of the deaswsr and Adetachabls
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engaged at its slots 6—6 with the hooks T—T7

and thereby supported obliquely within and
relatively to the drawer.. _

To divide the drawer D into a plurality

5 of compartments, the drawer is provided

upon its side walls with a plurality of suit-

ably spaced pairs of the hooks or the like 7,
and a plurality of the trays then disposed in
an obliquely superposed relation within the
drawer, each tray being supported at its for-
ward end through engagement at its slots
6, with a pair of the hooks 7, as illustrated.
in Figure 1. '

"~ The opposite side walls of each tray are
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ably spaced pairs of vertically disposed slots
8—8, with ‘which are adapted for co-opera-
tion partitions or walls C, whereby each tray
may be further divided into a plurality of
distinct spaces or sections for the reception
and separation of different kinds of papers,
documents, files, and the like. Rach of the
walls C includes a member -9 bent upon
itself at its opposite side edges to provide
opposed  slide-ways 10—10, and a comple-
menting- member 11 telescopically fitting
for movement in the ways 10—10, whereby
the wall C may be adjustably lengthened to
fit the adjusted width of its tray. The mem-
bers 9 and 11 of each wall C are extended
outwardly and preferably laterally bent to
“provide oppositely disposed bent ears 12—12
adapted to firmly, but removably, in tray-
dividing position, fit in the slots 8 and en-
gage the cpposite side walls of the tray. As
best seen in Figure 8, the opposite side walls
of the tray are inwardly recessed at each
slot 8 to provide pockets, as at 13, to accom-
modate within the plane of the wall the pro-
jecting bent ‘ears 12—12, whereby a wall C
may be réadily adjusted or moved from one
pair of slots § to another when its tray is
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disposed within a drawer D, and whereby -

- also the projecting ears 12—12 of a wall C
will offer no interference with the proper fit-
ting of a tray within a drawer D.

" Our new drawer-tray or partition may be

45

inexpensively manufactured, may be readily.

arranged in connection with a desk-drawer
or the like, and is so constructed as to pro-
vide for a wide range of adjustments to effi-
ciently fit drawers of a corresponding range
in width. .

We are aware that minor changes in the
form, construction, arrangement, and combi-
nation of the several parts of our new tray
may be made and substituted for those here-
in shown and described without departing
from. the nature and principle of our inven-
tion. o :

Having thus described our invention, what
we claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
centis: oo : : :

1. An adjustable filing-tray. for desk-
65 drawers and the like of various dimensions,

50"
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preferably provided with a plurality of suit-

1,449,177

the tray being adapted to fit- within, and for
engagement with the opposite side walls of,
the drawer and being formed of a pair of
complementing members: each including an
entire side wall of the tray and a portion
only of the floor and rear walls thereof, the
one member overlapping at its flcor and rear
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wall portions upon and telescopically engag-

ing for movement with the floor and rear
wall portions of the other member, whereby
the tray as a whole is adjustable in width to
correspond with the width of the particular
drawer, the side walls of said members being
oppositely disposed one to the other and the
floor and rear wall portions of said members
forming tegether the complete floor and rear
wall of the tray.

2. An ‘“adjustable filing tray "for desk
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‘drawers and the like of various dimensions,

the tray being adapted to fit within, and for
engagement with the opposite side walls of,
the drawer and being formed of a pair of
complementing members each including an
entire side wall of the tray and a portion
only. of the floor and rear walls thereof, the
floor and rear wall portions of one member
being inturned upon themselves at, respec-
tively, their front and top edges and thetray
thereby provided with transverse slide-ways,
the other member overlapping at its floor and
rear wall portions upon the floor ‘and rear
wall portions of the first member and engag-
ing for movement at the front and top edges
of its floor and rear wall portions in the
slide-ways of the first member, whereby the
tray as a whole is adjustable in width to cor-
respond with the width of the particular
drawer, the side walls of sald members be-
ing oppositely disposed one to the other and
the fioor and rear wall portions of said mem-
bers forming together the complete floor and
rear wall of the tray. ' :

3. A drawer-tray including a pair.of com-
plementing members adjustably movable rel-
atively to each other to vary the dimensiong 110
of the tray, in'combination with: an adjust-
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-able partition-wall adapted for separable en-
gagement with the tray members to divide

the tray into distinct compartments, said |
partition wall also including s pair of com- 115 -

. plementing members adjustably movable rel-

atively to each other to correspond with the
adjusted dimensions of the tray.

4. A drawer-tray including a pair of com-
plementing members adjustably movable rel- 120"
atively to each other o vary the dimensions
of the tray, the opposite side walls of the
tray being provided with a pair of aligning
slots, in combination with a lengthwise ad-
justable partition-wall adapted to extend 125
across the tray and to fit at its. ends in said
slots to divide the tray into distinct compart-

_ments.. P

5. A drawer-tray including a pair of com-
plementing members adjustably movable rel- 130
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atively to each other to vary the dimensions
of the tray, the opposite side walls of the
tray being provided with a pair of aligning
slots, in combination with 2 partition-wall
comprising a pair of telescopically connect-
ed members adapted to extend adjustably
across the tray and to fit at their opposite
ends in said slots to divide the tray into dis-
tinet compartments.

6. The combination with a drawer of fixed
width provided upon its opposite side walls
with oppositely disposed inwardly presented
lLooks, in combination with a tray adapted

for disposition within the drawer, the tray
including a pair of complementing side
walled members telescopically laterally ad-
justable to vary the width of the tray to
correspond with the fixed width of the
drawer, each of the tray members being pro-
vided in its side wall with a closed-end slot
whereby the tray as a whole is adapted for
detachable engagement with said hooks.

In testimony whereof, we have signed our
names to this specification.

: JAMES E. HARBAUGH.

FRANK H. BYRD. ‘
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